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My parents were Sammel and Poly Moore nee Beeler, ot
vorn and reised and married in Eest lennessee, .ser Xunoxville.
1 was the youngest of several ehildren and was borm
rebruery 7, 1854,0on Indian Creek in Rewion County, !'iascuri.
My parents came by wegon to Missouri and had lto build
their own log house, and while they were comfortslle tley had .
t6 work very hard, raking most every thing st hore, from
clothes to furniture.

The Civil ¥ar comaeneing when 1 wes seve . I did not get

s
to g0 to scbool =a boys do today. —
%ie 1éft our Missouri home tiue laat yenr of the ®Wer after

Price made his reid from ¥iss uri to Lexms,and cur feily

moved to Texss end stayed Y11l after the dar.

L)
CIEIL ¥AR DAY

- *
0ld Bob Christien,who lived nesy Newtonia, !issouri was

the hend of n» bunch that bushwhacked in our part of the country.
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They robbed, stole and killed; burned houses and tor-
tured as wsll,

0ld Bob, trying to force the women to tell
where the men were, would pull off the finger nails
of the women with bullet molds. He would go so far
in his torture as $o cut off their ears,

Be and his bunch burgeg‘our house twice and
wong not let us save anything; he foreed us to

.8tand by and see our home and all our belongings burn;
our beds, bedding and what we had t0 eat as well asb
the children®s clothes ete.

He hated my father, as we were rebels, and
when Uncle Lewis Moore came or rat-er stopped to 3ee
his step-mother, Bob Christian thought Uncle Lewis \
was my father, Bob shot Unele Lévin and then, hange
ing his body to a tree, shot it to pieces.

After that, on the way to our house this raid-
ing party met my Sister Nan, who lived neax, and Bob
said to her,”I am the man that killed your G--d--Daddy.”

Reaching our house, they set fire to it. He

struck my mother over the head with a fire chunk, and
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she carried to her grave & big sear of the burn,

Shartly after that, Father met Bob and told
him, "I am going to kill you for killing Lewis." He
shot and orippled him, disarming him. Bob begged
him not %o kill him, but was told that he was going
to get some of the torture that he had been giving
othgra. Father scalped him while he was still alive
end hollering, Afterwards he tock the scalp, washed
it in the oreek, rolled it up and put it in his
pocket, Genersl Priee had offered a reward for the
capture of Christian, but my father's hatred of Bodb
for the murder of Uncle Lewis was so intense that he
killed him instead of teking him alive.

That night when he ocsme home, he said to me,
"Lewis, hsve you any fead,” |

Sitting before the fire that evening with Mother

sitting on his right, he pulled the rolled up scalp from

his pocket and tossed, the roll into her lap, She drew
back and the sealp fell to the hearth and partially un-
rollsd, In the light of the fire, she saw it, and she

said, "That's Bob Christian's scals.” He made me dry

250
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1t before the fire and when he left he had a squere of
the skin just above and in. front of each ear fastened
on eagh side of his bridlee

Bi{ll, a son of Bob Christian, was born with only
one ear, Shortly after this, my family went to Texas.
After the close of the VWar my father moved his family

/ ,
to the Choctaw Nation, close to Sulphur Springs, north

K4

of Red River,
We did not re}m/in here long, &8s my parents deot ded

to come daak to
-/

stopped on Iyi'ee Oreek, near Afton, We settled on the

cld Knight/ place, two miles east and two south of Afton,.
Y€ had &n old log houss here with two rooms each 1616

e
a/nd/ an entry 12X16, There was no well but a spring about

and he built a shop at once, I% was on posts set in the

ground and with a elapboard roof.

I was fourteen at this time, ¥%W. M, Chitison of Baxter

Springs, owner of the stage and teams that traveled between

ft/heir 0ld home {n southern Missouri, but

My father made wagons

o

that City and Cabin Cresk, needed s driver. He and my father
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were friends and nob Knight'; who‘ had the Stage burn here where
we lived, recommended that mr., Chitison try me, saying that ho
could not find a better driver or one who would teke better gare
of the horses. So £ began to drive across the prairies and this
unsettled country when I was fourteen.

1he stige coach was painted red and the place whers the
passengers rode was enclosed in glass and se' ted twelve peaple,
thonsh 1 have crowded fourteen in it. 1 réde in a boot outside
and up above. arhis was open, but wvas fixed so I eou:ld close 1t
in and protect ;xxysalf;‘ in b=d4, cold or stormy weather. A come
partment for the mail sacks, of which there wers four, was bee
neaath my seat and outaside of where the passengers rode. When
extras crowded I have taken two up on the seat with me. %he
st '‘ga econch had < brake staff and iron axles with a frame on
the back to earry trunks msnd bagguge. 1 #irove four horses
o1 rules between each stand. I used chain harness with no bridle

reins, but my tongue team had bresching on them to hold them

back,
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THE TEMS
Betweén Baxter Smrings and Poolers I drove horsea. rea-
cock and wiley were chestnut sorrels spotted orn the hips and
had . » biér. blood. the others, Tow and Jim were bays and free
goers. I would hieve to hold them bacg.

—From Feolerts to Kuight's I drove Tum a bhig sray. end
Jerry e t&y, with & sorrel team, Hob and Dick as the lead
temm. »From Ruight®s to Cabin Creek I drove mules. ceck
end Tomt, ny tongue tewm vere blacs mules. Fiddy and Tess, bay
nare ru'es were ny leed teem.

Let me tell wu sométniq; here. 1o driving/ i a stom
or a northey c;ztxi;a up the muies :ouldé just tuck their heads and

beat it to the next stop, tut if I heppeved 1O be driving the

horses,, they would try to best off the roud from tie stomu,

/
,
/

THL ORIVE.
/ I met'Jim Stean who drove from Cabin to Fort Gibson,
every gther nigh§ at Lewis Kalls Lwho hz;d the stage stand and
- hotel at Cabin stove the mouth of Cebin Creek. Here I trans-
ferred the passengers who were going on south to him, and he

turned to me those who were going north. Both stages spent
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the night here. The EKell Home,which served as the hotel was
a two story six or seven room frame structure. Early the
ext moraing we were up, getiirg wur teams ..arressed and ready
to stert. ‘e left at 4 L. I

Ine morring Stean wa- lowuCing( he always wanted to i1oed
firsd) ,‘w.‘ en 8 yousg Smart llec who was oing with ne on the
toot wtarted to get ir. I tcld him to sait, Tor my .ules would

k4

Le off a5 soon es ikey .ere !lozded, the passecgers in and I

" movnted to the boot. le pald rno attection to we, tat ;roceed-

ed to get in. e was hardly seated wken fe,he mnlés starteéd.
ey ¢ireled the tar., then down toweras the spring.Hers they
ran astride a young saplingvhich s»ung the toach around and
headed them bhecl towards the barr. 1 eangit them coming to-
wards the barn. I never #unted the beot tili I had everybody
wlaced and 1 was ready to start, for vhen I got up they were

off.

(;"

In those days we hed no romds excepl the Kilitary lcad,

no tridges as you have now, our crossings were crude, the road
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of ten very ~uddy and rough when dxying snd how those rich (eople
who rode vith me wouid rmmtle "o:mt the -4, the rughness
and also iy fast drivingze.
¥y first stop wes the len Le:rdrus plsce, - famm home helf
way tetween Cabi'n and the Trott Place. :lere i lef't a :ail bag
and took one ou, and ps se.zers {f there nere wny. oy elg:tb
. o'elock I would veach home at the Trott stand. 1 ate treskfast
while they (ere chapl g iy u ¢ _teem and hitc i.g up the horses .
After treukfast we “ere cff agsiv, still g ing northeast
end would reach Pooler;s for dirver. !lere ve had 1O cross the
Yeosho River. osc T0oler had s ferry aid we ferried wﬁ.‘en too
deer to ford. lIf the water was %90 hizgh tu ferry bty the cable,
they would disconnect the catle snd thres mer, one Jnr each
side vith an oar and oue wen in the rear of the ferry boat with
a pole,wuld vow tho stsge scroys the river. Ly teais were
ch nged agsin and after dinner came thc last ia; of my dgy,

the route ~ti{1ll goirg northcast to Baxter Springs.



¥ 256

¥ORE, ¥. L. {PIOKEER STAGE Dr IVER) INTARVIRW 7604

Then the country on that lap was a 3reat prairie and cov-
ered with tluestem grsss as high as your heed. 7-e saw flochs
of reirie cliickens like you see blackbirds nowrdasys. “ccasione,
all'y we sew g buffalo and some times wild borses grazirg, but
{aey were shy acd would run from us. e wouid reech‘}axter
Springs about six in the e'vening. I took iy passengers to
the raxter Hotel, then my four mail tags,one from each ston,
to the Yost of:ice. Ky duty being over then I drove ny team
tu LT Chitiscn's)fed, und took care of ther, sisyed overnight
at ris howe and nex‘t morning was at the hotel b four to st
my passengers snd those who had come in from the north the
D&'g;ht before who wonld go or. south with me. I made the same
drive and the ssme steps but the direction was reversed. Going
south I would see the sun rise on the oren }‘téirie soauth of
Baxter. ¥henu coming nortk the dgy before I had seen it rise
through the trees in a wooded country. Ther too, on@h'

end of my drive, I saw more animals 'nd someti es ¢ run of

deer. ‘ . .
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Tte buildixgs ot the Pooler, iroit and ,eu Laudrum homes
vere tre orly tuildings on my eutire drive.
I never Led sny irvubie or holdups of auy kind. ounly
orce dld sry vus go’with .e ng protection.s I toox on two
"soldiers in tniform at iaxter Spriigs and they rode with me
t#ﬁc'ls. vge roie U. tue boot with me end one irside, both
ac a 3hot gun and jistols. Tiey said they vere going to
Jhraveportl, -
. [ drave'abéut t;o years, Li.l after the Katly hailroad
WAy ‘ui'lt through. Then taegy (uit aud x;xoved the stage and teams
Tertlior south to tho cad of the railroed.
Let > toll you an inclaent concerning the gray horse I
drove ¢cnlled Tom. Ly urot.er,luse worked onthe building of
t. e railroad, .Wnc' they wverc vuilding it f'ror Monrve to Shreve-
porve 1e wag shot and 1 weat «fter him. 1 staged from Monroe
to Shroveport w.ere he vas.Near .onrcve ] saw & gray horse in
the lot »t the stage atand.l spoke to ihe driver, eud esked
him whe re that horse came from, and I was told that he had beemn
#driven on the. stage for twenty yesrs snd now they had set him

.

free,



>

Moor®, P. L. (PYONTZR STAGE DRIVER) INTERVIEW., 7604

v

11
I told him that I had driven that horse two years myself,
It was Tom,

dy brother, Huse, had driven the stage near Cross
Timbers, Texas, before he began working on the radlroad,

The Stand at Kright's was kept by Bill and Hardin .
Troti and sometimes callen Xnight's "nd sometimes Trott's.
The Trott's Stand had only the horse barn, I changed
teag:s there. The barn, a one sta;'y bui 1di ng, stood about
se;enty-flve yards east and south of the hounse, It was
a long building with sheds and ecribs on thenorsth, the
stalls were on the south side, The an stall at each
end was boxed up, but the rest were open faeing the
aou/th. It would hold ar rather had eight or ten stalls,
Part of the old log house still stands; it is about a
mile west of here.

EARLY AMUSEMENTS,.

#hen I was & boy, Tum and Bob Knight and my brother-
in-law, Bob Stafford and I would go ithe Military Crossing
on Horse Creek and drive a dbunch of w#ild turkeys up
above Afton on the prairie ‘rqr Sunday -;ort. We would

have a olud six or eight feet longs Out on the prairie

208
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wherse /could follow them, we would acare them into
/ .

r/b/ing and vou know a turkey cannot £ly over three hun-

>

dred yards until it first rises, Ve would chase and
k{1l them with our elubs and bring home a load that
night. :
®ILD HORSES

fie turx}ed our work harses out at night., One
wild, mouse eolored horse would come up with them, Ee
kept coming closer and closer aml fifially we left the
lot gate open and after é while he came in the lot with
the horses, Then we began $0 leave the bern door open
with feed inelde, Aftpr some days, he went into the
barpn, We elosed the door and kept him there 11 day,
but AId not pester him, Then we let him.out. Bod
EKnight and I watehed him for a week and then one day
we got a rop; on him {n the lot and soon taught him to
lead, He was the easiest horse to break that I ever
saw, He never pitehed a bit when Bob rode him, He

ksyt him and called him “Rat,”

259
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Wild Deer

I hawe stood on the porch in these hills amd counted
gixty deer. They c¢sll = little deer a fawn. They hawe white
8 ecks on them the size of nayy beans, and are the ghyest
thing you ever saw. ‘Vhen you try to catch one trey will fight,
but if you get your hards on one, pick it u &nd carry it tﬁo
hvudrec jerds, =md then put it doen, it will follow you home.

¥hen we lived in Newion (ﬁountyL we !md g pet deer and
put a red flannel around his reck, so the hunters would not
kiil him and then he would dbring other deer to the Louwse. But
ons day, one of the girls in the neightorhood, Mapearet
Stenley, azd two of my sisters ivent up the hollow to get sonme
rosin wax. He followed 4snd sprang &l jarcaret . 3triking her
in the amall of her back with his two froat feet. He grew so
mean that we had t kill him.

Deer will ki1l snakes. They baek off &nd then run st the
srake with their two front feet) 6utting them to pieces as
they sprirg at them. AlsoO they will fight each other. I kilied
tw once that had locked horns in & fight and were fastened to-

gether., Father and I have found hexre in these hills the heads
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of two deers with the horns locked togethér.

Marriage.
I married Bettie Goodwin, a Cherckee girl, July 3, 1876.
It wes Suuday and we were married at Hickory Grove by the EKev.
Thompgson of Tahleqush. %e had s church wedding. e have had
nine children. five boys ond four girls. Ve have livhed in this

same neighborhoocd ever since, though not st this place.

¥rs. Hoore.

¥y parents were John and Katie Cooper, who¢ ceme {0 this
¢ xrtry Lefore the Trail of Tears and settled leter on loney
Creek fear Southwest City, #here I was bown Nov. 2, 1854.

Wien the War came up my perents went to the Choctaw NLation
and remained there till it was over, ani. while living there
ny mother died. After our‘return. 'I went to live with two
sunts. 1 stayed 1_'irst with one aunt smd then the cther, tnt
mostly wvith Aunt Sallie Ward, untii my father maryvied Mary
Thornton, enother’ Cherokee lady. Our home was in a bad wey

wher we returned but had not dbeen destroyed.
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I went to achool in a double leg achool house and some
// )
of our teachears were Misses Carrie, Nan, and Aunt Liza Fushye

nead. The rame of the school was Upman. lhere is st1l) &

school on the old plece,



