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QUASADA TRIBE

An interview with Barney Deere,
age 538, (Cromwell, Oklahona

Billie Byrd, Field Worker
{ndian-pioneer History
7=19~37 ©

‘Hany of the olider menters of ihe Quasada iribe
userto tell that when the tribe was first moved and
caie to ths Indian Territory that this trite wandered
to Texas where they lived for soue tiue before thay
returned to the Indian Territory and settled in a
vicinity aoumxz?i' the present Holdenville, Hughes
County ., Oklaho,m:f

then the Civil War began soue of the uenbers of
the Quasada tribe joined Opothle Yghola in the flight
to Kansa:s, soue want south to Texas,s but the slave
m:meré joined in the southern army.

The governament authorities issued orders and ine
foruation to the Indiaxis: a1f you are to stay out of
a ?aar‘ mich hag no concern aboubd you, you will siay in
your own yards where you will not be molested.?

“hen the homes and the surrounding country where

they lived became un=zafe, the Indians becaune restless
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go phat i3 vy o division of the triue resul ted
& . . . . 2 tr
wvith soae of the Iadiaig going o ansas, soue y

vanl to Tex:.s and souwe jolued the southiern forces.
_Although the sweet potato had been pluntoq
thelIndians did notb give it atbe btion wn*til 1% was

/ :
recfy’ o be gothiercds They spent thair tiue in

nuaplng instead of cultivating ond worlilng 1,
vab e the lvii Jarr Urolke out and the Indiaag were
a®oyt o lenve btheir he.ues, they gatiiered and

stofed the potatoes belore leaviig the Indian Perri-

tory. Soae of e larger and heavier articlegs mostly
pots, were “uried. ,i'
It ias Leen 0l1d that at e close of hhj’e Civil
ary tie Iniiaons ho rad go.ie to Kansas were.'fordered
-to . Gibsoﬁ before tile retura to te ho.;eé,could
te sarely .ale,.. Scoats werc se.t cut bo investigute
ait .a.e sare ti:at uhe country. was sale enough to
serait the Iidicas to retura to their Lwuaes, Tue
iavestijatisng belis s.vlcra.ble. tile Iandi-ns were iven
SOvVern.eat peruissi a to leave Fbt. Gibsoit. iHauy of the
uelbars of the Jjuasada tribe died frou the suall pox

epldemic that vicurred at Ft. Gibson and that was why
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gsp few menbers returned to make'settlemente
The Quasada tribe did not return iumediately
to their old settleqent. grounds south of Holden~
ville hut made a settle.ant along the North Canadian
river and along the hills lnown as the Ratilesnake
countaing just eagt of the present weleetka, Qk-

fud:ee County, Oklahona,

‘Puni ailent

The first and only time that I have ever seen
wiiipping practiced was inflicted on a man nasaed
.'.,‘illieﬁarjo, who was pvmiéhed for rape of the wife
of a wan na.ed Luapka,

Pwo men of the Lighthiorsemen of e Wewoka dis-
trict were the ones whe whippeds. Their names were
Billie and John atson, Their whips were joung pecan
saplings or the small branches of pecan trees, The
man was hung o a tree by his hands and hisg feet
securely tied and weight‘ed‘ down with a heavy pole.
The two men took turns alternately by 'gi‘ving tventy-
five lashes each until one hundred and fifty lashes
h.d been ~gi.ven. .: @

onee, Lumpka ientioned above, did not have such
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a good resutation as he stole und was put la jail

but he see:.ed to have i1flientizl friends who
nanared to obtala his releases This Zepdt oa for

a lour tiae watil the frieads Jot tired bu lelgln

‘hin out, He Was in jall and wis to-recuive punishe

nant of whi»ning, He received tae punisiont nd

- wen' hone,.
lien he reached his hhme he was 80 sore and

tired that he fell face downwards on the norch gid
an.eared to e asleep. Hiéa bacik was brulsed ffom
laghes, His 1itile £irl was rimnmins baek aud forth
in the house and onte the porch when she accldentdlly
fell and fell unon the sore and tender back, Lum Ka '
sat up aid spoke sharply to the little girl, "3ty
away from me end BavVe some senss about you.n A

man who hayrpened to “e visiding there told the lidtle
ciri, "ou had batter o away and aind the uan who
has n 1ot of good sense,” The nan who said this
lives in the Cromwell, Ozlahonn, vicinity and his

na.e 18 felo Deere



