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OCFASADA TRIBE

An. i n t e rv i ew with Barney Deere*
age 58 f Crozawell, Oklahoma

B i l l i e §yrd* F i e l d Worker
Indian-pioneer History
7-19-37

Many of the older members of the Quasada tribe

use>to tell that when the tribe was f i rs t moved and .

caue to toe Indian Territory that this tribe wandered

to Texas where they lived for some tiue before they

returned to the Indian Territory and settled in a

vicinity south*-of the present Holdenville* Hughes

County, Oklahoma*

$aen the civil War began sone of tlie uenber« of

the auasada tribe joined opothle Tahola in the flight

to Kansas* SO:.IG want south to Texas* but the slave

owners joined in the southern army* .

The government authorities issued orders and in-

formation to the Indians: "If you are to stay out of

a tfar sihich has no concern about you# you will stay in

your own yards «here you will not be raolested*"

v&en the homes and the surroraiding country ^iere

tliey lived became iansafe» the Indians becaue restless
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i3 'vhv u 'division of the tribe recall tod

ns instead of cultivating o;iJ worlii:*^ i t ,

v/!iaii UIQ Civil '.Var 'orol;e out c>id Uie Indiaiis wore

t to le:ivo tiieir UcaoQ, they gatliei'ed

ed the potatoes "before leaving tî p Indian

aô ie of the Indians going i/j Kansas»_ SOUQ

to Texas and soue joined the oouthern force®.

Although the svjeet potato had been plautot^

the in .̂i&ns did not give i t atteityion until i t was

TQv.k; to bo gathered. They spent thair tiue in

to t

aboi

stor

tory, soae of the larger anJ heavier articles^ mostly

pots, were *:uriedV /

I t lias boê i told that at the close of thie Civil

ar, tlie I.iJians \ino rad oo-ie to Kansas were ordered

to Ft. Gibson before the return to the Uo.jes\could

to safely uale.,^ Scouts were se.it o*at bo investigate

aid ..ia.e s-̂ re ti:afc the country'' was safe onougli to

permit ti-a Ii.di^iis to return to tiieir liuaea. Tna

favorable, tiie Indi jns v?ere oiven

ponjiasi n to leave ft . Gibson, -iany of the

3 of the 2iia8a0a tribe died frou the suall pox

epideraic that, occurred at Ft. Gibson and that was



I » P I DEERE, BARNBT. INTJSKYIiiV

I 96
i '

P. 3.

so few menbers returned to make settlements •

•$ie Quasada tribe did not return iraniediately

to their old settlement gro lands south of Holden*-

ville but aade a settlement alon*: the North Canadian

river and along the h i l l s l:no\m as the Rattlesnake

>.:ountains just east of the present Weleetkat Ok-

fuskee County, Oklahoma,
V

•punishment

the f i rs t and only time that I have ever seen

whipping practiced was inflicted on a wan named

;.;illie Har^o, #10 was punished for rape of the wife

of a isian naued L^apka,

Too oen of the liightiiorsenien of the v/ewoka dis-

trict were the ones vsho flipped. Their names were

Billie and John v/atson. 1!ieir whipe were jonng pecan

saplings or the small brandies of pecan trees* ^10

man was hung to a tree by his hands and his feet

securely tied and weighted dorni with a heavy pole.

Tiie two taen took turns alternately by "giving twenty-

five lashes each until one hundred and fifty' lashes

had been given. * • 0

Once» Luapka uientioned above* did not have such
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a good reputation as he stole and was put la j a i l

but he aee'.ed to have i-iflJential friends who

rwmnod to obtain his release. This kept oa for

a lone tine until the fri e:ids <jot tired to i.al.pi:^

hin out. He was in ja i l and '.VAC to -receive punish-

riant of whipping. He received tiie puaislL^ent .uid

want hoiao.

.lien he readied Ms hfê e he was so soro and

tired that he fell faoo downwards on the pffrch and

an^eared to be asleep* His back was bruised fron -

laslies. His l i t t l e c'.rl nas running bae'e and forth

in the house and onto the porch when she accident&LXy

fell and fell upon Vae sore and tender bad:* T,ui\ka

sat up ai'id spoke sharply to the l i t t l e g i r l , "Stcy

â ?ay frem'tae and have some sensa about 5rou.u A

man «ho happened to be visiting there told tlie l i t t l e

Ciri i "?ou had better Ko away andaind the uan vitio

has n lot o£ good sense." Tlie man who said thi^

lives in the Cromwell* o':lahor.iat vicinity and his

nsue i s Pelo Deere


