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My nsme is Nat Dickerson. I wés bor four miles
northwest of Port Scott, Kansas, December 16, 1868,
" My father's name was *illimm calhnicknrson,’ a

white man, ' x

-

My mother's name ua.ﬂcry (Bilis)niokomn, -alno'

a whito wWOnan.
_§ narried Haxy ¥. Tuocker, a part bresd -Shawnse
Ind'nn.. who was the daughter of Mloy'n. and Ella
M. Tucker. My wife was born Marsh 2, 1881, and -died.
November 25, 1911. To this union two beoyg.' David and
Celvin and two girls, Willie Ellen end Len Diy;m'ragn,
ware %)m. | . — | (
~ Willie Ellen mnrriod m Jeckson and tn-y were
the parents of four shildren living and one who aed
_in infancy, Mary Ellen died in'November, 193%.
. My-parents lived near Port Scott all during the
'ciyu.'iu.hgt ma:ese they moved to seven miles north-
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west of Parsons, Kensas, in Keosho county, and they
" were living there when the M.K.&.T. vas recing with
the Uissours Padifis to resch the Indfan Territory.
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They wtre building s fast that thty did not take

-time o0 throw up a grada ror their rails, but laid

, them right on top or the grouna until they can®

-

"oq a grade, ¥hen a out’ or £iil would be, nade, They
sucoeeded in reéching th: Torrﬁ;ory fir;t, and were
promissd evary other alternate section of land by

the U. S. government for the firat railroad that
would build through the Territory. They buiit

' right on through the Territory, but the Missouri
Pacifio, which later bacame the Frisco,tied up at

. Vinita end 4id not build on west for several year;.
Both roedgreached Vinita in 1871, and the Frisco
crossed ths Katy where the prééent site of Vinita
now stands, But the town had'already been ecztablishad
Yhree miles south, on vabin ereek, but was moved .
northward to what they called the junction. The town
was ’goiz’xg under the nams of Downingsville at that time,

PACIFIC WAS FIRSI HOTEL

» Henry Biffert, a Cherokee lawyer, built the firast
hotel in Vinita, at the junot:on of the two railroeds,

and called it the Facific Hotel. The town weut under
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o t@n nm of Downingsville for seversl years, affer

. s‘J it u; moved northward to the junotion. Johnson
‘Thompnon owned the first Opocery Store in Vinita, ind
was the first mayor of Downingsvillie, He had
been qonductingé store on Grund river in Dolawar:
district before the Civil War, and moved to the new
town when it first started.

MOVES TO TERRITORY ,

I came to the Indian Territory with my parents
in 1878 and we first settled on the Eob Klaus place,
adross -he river from where Bernice now stands, inm
Delaware district, Cherokee Netion. The following
yeai' we movedf across the river to the Sut Beck place,
ons mile south of bBernice.

1 ha;d three brothers and two ‘siatora who came to
the Territory with us, and I left the farming at home
for them, and went to work on Nat Skinner's cattle
ranch, on Faw Paw oreek) about seven niles west of Vinita.
1 worked several years for him and then went to Billie

Mililer'z rench, near the Skinner ranch.
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CH.ROKEE LAWS END

¢3I“§h;nk it wes in 1898 thet the Cherokee laws
cnded, éﬂd the United States courts took over the
jurisdiction of ell the laws that the Cherokeg
Netion had been keeping enforced, and this rej
quired a great meny more deputieé working under
the United St&tes Marshal. 1 was nasmed ss one of -
a8 posse to work u#dor Heck Bruner, one of the re¢g-
ular deputy marshels.

* TROUBLE IN HILLS

About the first trouble we encountered weas
cattle egealing in the hiils. Farmers from Tahklequeh
on north to Spavinaw were compleining of losing their
cattle and thq charge wes, that they were being teken
by & bunch of youné'lndians and were being scld to a
men by the neme of John Yorrison and to Sam 7enc, a Jew
who had merried a Cherokee girl and who ha? a big
ranch on Lynch's Prairie ebout five miles ;orth of
the town of Spavinaw,

The officers got agper Zeno and Morrison and they

turned to the officers the nsmes of severel Indiens,
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who had been selling them cattls, and agreed to
hblp oapturo' trem.

POSEE SELECTED FUR RAID

Twelve mext wers polected to raid the hills and
bring in the men who had been stealing cattle in the
hille. It was compossd of four regular deputy United
States Marshals, Fayton folbert, who was to act as
captain of the bunch, Ples Thompeon, T. ¥ ymesn Thompseon
.aid Do M. Wabb, |

Thg other eight men who were mustored as a posas -
were; John Tolba;t, John Davis, John Parks, lisnry Kerr ,
George Viebb, Joe Knight, ¥. R. Thompson and Nat Dickerson.
we met at the Island Ford, on Grand river, at dusk and
at. midnight we crossed the -rTiver to Sem Zeno's place,
on Lynch's Prairie.
® Sem told us that the boys were to bring a bunch
of cattie in to sell in three dsys from that time and
he took us to a big hollow, at the south end of Lynch's
Prairie, where we camped and waited for three days.

FIRGT _F WiCKLIFF TROUBLE-

John Morrison, who had been waiting for the boys

to bring the cattle in, had ILouis Zeno to come and tell

\ -
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us that some of the boys would be at the home of
louis Wioklire tha@ night, and that lhe would stay
all night there himself, and would come out on the
baek porch and light a oigar, when ha wanted us to
raid the house. Jouis Wickliff was a fine old
Indian and had never been accused of anything wrong,
but Morrison had turned in two of his boys, Louis,
Jr., end Cherley #ickliff, as being in the bunch we
were after.

¥e wore waiting at ths barmm for a signel to raid
the house, when young louie Wickliff came to the barn
and started to get his horse and leave, Te arrssted
him without any trouble.

- Morrison appoareé on the porch & sho;t time after
that, 'and we surrounded the houss, rayton ';'plbcrt
knooked on the front door, and Louis Wickliff cams to
the door. Tolbert t0ld him whut we wented end he said
there was only one of the boys in the house, and that
was Charley. He told “harley what we wanted, and Chariey
sent us word that ho‘ had plenty of ammuziition and would
fight it out with us. Tolbert had the women and children

sent out of the houss, und while they were leaving Charley

FREEN
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came out at the back door and was Govered by four
3
Winchesters, and gave up without a ristit. The two
Vickliff boys were the only ones in the house, be-

sides the rami_ly.
- 1 -

ExPﬁCPm BOOTLEGOER

¥e learned from John Mor;'ison that thg tilokliff
boys were expecting a bootlegger there that night,
with some whiskoy. It was @ 00ld frosty night and
we took our two prisoners in by the fire and some
of the boys went down the xoad to way-lay the boot-
legger. Abou§ 2 o'elock in the morning we heard his
horse coming up the road, but just before he got to
us hs stopped and we never did see him.
" Part of our posse went on do¥n Saeline ereek and
brought bhack five more Indians and we took them to
Vinita, and from there to the Mual;ogee jail, where

aﬁ%f took sick and died.

young Iouipg #i

BORRISON ._EAVES COUNTRY

After thecse Boyo were arréeted and placed in
R
jail, John Morrison got on a horse and left the
oountry., Eis horse, bridle and saddle all cams back

home in a few days after he left, and it was given
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out , Yhat he had been killed, but we always thought
it vwas a ruao'to throw ths Indians off his tmck;
as he was atraici they would kill him for turning
them in,

CHARGRS DISMISSED

After John Morrisoiisappsarsd from the country,
Sem Zsno refused to appear against the Indians and
the cherges were dismissed against them, but not
1 until young Louis Wickliff had died in jail at

Muskogen,

CAPTAIN WHITE RILES YOUNG WICKLIFFS .
Captain G. S, White, United State Marshel,armed

with a warrant fof Oharley Wickliff went to the homs

of Louis Wickliff, Sr., and when the old man refueed,

or d1d not tell him where Charley was, it is said he

began to abuse the old man and went so far as to sear

his feet with a hot iron, ¥ 10k1liff inisted that Charley

had gone away and he did not know where he was,

When Charley returned and lesrned what Captain White

had done to his father, he went on the war path, and

sent word that he would kill him, if he ever set foot

across Grand river again,

LY
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'GILSTRAP OQES AFTER WICKLIFPS

’

Ike Gilstrap, a big 250 pound men, who had just-
entered the U. S. Deputy Marshal'a force,was sent
over by Captain éhite to round Charley Wiokliff up
and bring him in. He w;nt to the home of Charley
Wickliff, on Spavinaw, but Charley was not at home.
Charley said, that Gilstrap told his wife, if she
would accede to his wishes, that he would not bother
" Oharley, but she refused him, and he cams back another
day with a good sized poess and a blood hound, Charley
had two of his younger brothers with him the day Gilstrap
was on his trailfuith g blood hound. Tom “ickliff, who
was big and fat,ssid he ran until his tongue lolloﬁ out
and he could go no farther, aid all at once they doubled
back up on the side of a hill, and when Gilstrap and his
posse passed down the hollow, on their trail)thoy let him

ve it.' Gilstrap and the blood hound were killed, but the

1ickliff boys said they let the rest of the posse ;ut~run
their bullets.

. HENRY VIER NEXT VICTIM

After the death of Ike Gilatrap, who was killed by the

‘Wickliffs, the whole United States deputy force was on the

o~
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lookout for them, and they were continually on the

scout and nnturislly thought that every deputy who

s

»

came on their side: of the river was looking fort%»éi -
_then. They were full-blood Oherokes Indians and
didn't talk much English, |

Henry Vier, agothcr new deputy who had just
been on the force a short time, waa‘unt acxroas the
river, all alone, to arrest a whiskey peddler. He
was an e.sy going fellow, and had no ill will toward
any man, and naturally thought the ¥ickliff boys would
not molest him, if he went alone. g

Vier went to the house whofo the whiskey peddler
lived, and was shown in ﬁ:}:o front room by the man's
wife, He started to go right 'on into the kitchen
through a door that was cloae;il.‘ when the lady of the
house told him not %o go in there, He juast opened the
door and started in snyway, and the Wickliff boys shot
him just as he entered the door.

That put Charley, Tom and another younger brother
in bed with the government and things begin to look bad
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for them, They were contin{xally on the scout, and
in some way, which may have been acoidentsl one of
the brothers shot Charley and killed him,

OTHER THO GIVE UP |

After the death of Charley Wiokliff soms of their
friends got in touch with the Mayes County officers,
who in turn made arrangements with the U. S, Officers
not to prosscute the other two, 11' they would cano in
and give up, They 4id and are today living a poaooru&
life, and. are lew abiding citizens, - s

HEQK BRUNER DROWNS

Heck Bruner, one of the most éonipetent officers I

knew, as well as the most venturepome, moved to Pryor

and h‘;la wife took chavxge ¢of & hotel there., He begged

me to go to Mayes County with him,'u I had desn with

him two years, but I had ‘just gone through one experiences

that took all the marshaling out of me, and refused him.
Heck Bruner went on without me, but >waa still in the

government service when he met nis death. EHe in company

with Vet Thompson started across, Grqnﬂ river one day, snd

the river was just about bank full, and the ferry boat wes
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- on the c;thor side, and the ferryman gon‘o. He told‘
Thompson he would just swim soross and get the ferry
boat and set them aoross. 1ie got almoat across, when
he went under and drowned.
WHY I QUIT THE SERVICE

I had been given a warrant to serve on a fullblood
by the name of Tyler Tilden, He couldn't talk a word

of English, but made me understand that he wented to

seemt

2

~send his boy somewhere before he went away. I wéitod
until I began to get \mcz;ty that he had sent the boy
after help, when the bdoy cams walking up with a saddle,
which he wanted to uss in making the long ride to Vinita,

%hen he went t.o léave, he pioked u;) his beby and .
oried until I thought his heart would bresk., After that.
scens I told myself t;hat if 1 ever got back to Vinita
1 would never be 3u11ty.of dragging another man away from
hia baby., That ias why I 4id4 not go to N‘Iayoa Cotnty with
Bruner, and continus on the mayshal's force,
NED CHRISTIE KILLED

Ned Ohristie was another OCherokse Indian the Government
could not get their hands on. They had held a warrent for
him on soms minor charge for several years, but he alweys

%

W evaded them.
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He lived in the hilis, somewhere near Tahlequah,
Finally they sent Heck Bruner, Charley Copeland, L.

P. Isibol and a lot of others to make a 4rive for him.
They went to his log cabin and surrounded it before day,
but he refused to come out. They filled his cabin full
of lead, and he likewise took a crack st ovgry one who
stuck his head or shoulder from behind & tree,

The fight had been going on for sowst ime , when it was
decided to set fire 0 his cabin and force him to come out.
They were afraid %0 venture up that close tggthe house, in
the open, 80 they got behind Lis wagon and pushed it up %o the
houss in front of them for a shield, and then set his house
on‘firo. It had the desired eoffect. %hen it begin to get
to0 hot for him inside he made a daéh out the back door irn
the dark. and suocoedod%:égsﬁggéo the bunech who ourrqpndod
the house and ran off down the trail to his spring.

A _SHREWD OFFICER,

Only one officer in that growd was ahrewd enough to
know just what would happer if Christie d4id make his escape

from that bunch of officers. Heck Brun€T, Without eaying

a word to any body,went down near the apring, when the house
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was set on fire, and he told me he was sure he would
run right down thet path, and he did, and one Bhot
from Bruners gun sant Ned Christie to the ha unt~
iﬁf ground , BQ*Yh

, Le Po 18ibol, c¢ity marshal 6f Vinite, who w¢d in

13

«

that posse was ahot in the shoulder, as he attampt/ed
%o fire from behind a tres, and remained a oripple in
tbat ams for life. bLe was the only one struck by any

of Ned Christie's bulleta.



