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I was born in ennsylvanie on ﬂerghlzs, 1P€7, end my
first end practicslly all of my vErv hes been connected with
the oll business. 1 began ¢t & .erly 2ge morking im the oil
fieids of 'ennsylv .i:¢ and nzturelly ceme west with the disccovery
of oil. First, 1 came t. ‘anses, then lzter to Spindle Top field
in Texss dcwn neer -eaumnont, =nd scon wfter thet I ceme to klrhoma,
I worked, &8 1 heve said, first in “ennsylvenie et verious
jébs, from teool pucher %o work in refineries. T ere have been
l1:ts of chenges in tne cil business, b~th in pr~duction end
refineries. 1 remeamb.r, while workiag in &« refinery at “"hiledelpjhis,
we had & pool where gesolin. wa. allowed %c run, where we burned
it (as 1£,at that tine, ¥ hed no v' lue, nor use but wss just s
_by-product of no wulue to us) Leter cn, hewever, &8 men invented
a8 burner, =xhere gesolinc wus used in cocking st vea, but first it
wes used for lighting purposcs in lesmps such 88 were once usep in
halls b;d cround cernivils. Napthe wrs ancther by-nrrduct of very
little velue, IioWwever, some-nf it was sclld ¢- fermers whe used it
for lights.
The Standsrd .1l Ccﬁpany menufectureds drum, which could be

used tc meke gae from this napthe., Tre frr-rs would buy this
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napthe, placetit in this Aru- which hed ¢ pipe in the center,

and by dddtag’weter end stone, end rcteting the drum, the& could

generste ges enough to light their hcuses. Worked something like

the ~oders ges plent, It wes in 1879 when I worked oy the

Réfinery.

\ 1 wcrked 15 the tank fields in “ens:s perr Coney., This wes
vlong about 1898, Caney +t tﬂet time wes & rough plece, nes
heedquerters fcr bootleggers, who did ¢ prosperous business, both
in Zensss, which hits always been dry, or supposed t. be, - g ?c
the people &nd Indians of  kluhoms.

The "illem fs1ily were the chiaf operetors et‘Caney. They
operated & sal.of, gembling, »nd sporting hcuses snd in this way,
Lbuut\}un the town. .

The gbgce wes slde cpen end wild. <o meny killin ‘s thet 1
don't renembér Ehei*gtail of meny, ne%er roye the mueh thvughé
they were sc fre?henﬁ. Th¥s "111z-~ bunch w~rked with the town'
mershal, or he with them, The mershal, th:t is city mershal,
was. one (Lupe&). e would errest peosple under any orétext or
"none eud put them in jetl, then he would sell them linuor which
he gt from fhe "illpm ssloon. This went frrm b d t~ worse until
& men ceme im, & U. 5, Mershel, nemed or ealled Pussy "ooct Johnsom,
he wemt right efter this giag end these nnt killed were lended inm
Federal prissn.f;’nly one ¢T thut geng is now living, 2nd he ims in

'

«
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Leavenworth prison. Johnson was leter s well-known tempersnce worker,
'ty work in the Territory was building st-rege tanks snd I went
fram plece to plece where sent hy my compeny, e¢nd of e~urse, saw all
the rcugh element thet usuelly uuke u; & frontier tc.n, ﬁnd I indulged
some in plsying poker. and drank some. I remember one time a party -
of ue were playing poker :; Bertlesville, for & quert cf liqucr, had
it setting in éhe middie of the table, whe. in welked + deouty U. S,
Mershel =nd arrested us, e were cerried %o Wus%ogeeland put in
jeil., ¥We were kept Egare forty deys when we were relessed withou{
triel, I don't kncwrﬁhy we ﬁeren't tried, never 4id find ocut but
was gl=d ¢+ get out.
They didn't pey eny attgntion to gemdbling, but didn't went
you to use liquer on the side.
? next waa sent t the Glenpuol oll field southeest of Tulse,
and near “lefer, which at thet time wes a thriving tcwn. *‘%ave
been in 8 lot of towns in Cklshoma, but 1 think “eifer was the
toughest spot 1 was ever in. T;is wag in ig;;?7 "his to®n,- > the

f

rough paré cf it, was run by & ~en cellsd Tex. who was the saloon
LY

keeper snd of ccurse ren a geabling plece cnd sporting hruses in

4
L}

ccunection., Jie was credited with many 8 killing, end probadbly wes
due the credit, for I kno. we féund 5ix bodies in e tghk we cut up
in 1913.\\This tank was built in 1006, It wes seid other todies
wers found in other tanks by cther werkmen but I know sbout the six

bodies for 1 dut up this tank. Tex wsa finslly crught u> with, bdut
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got out of it by paying enother manm a big aum to pleed guilty of the

crime he wes cherged with, so he got out of it. ) :
' 1507
1 remember sn interesting election &t Kiefer, I think in-i897
509
/

or maybe-1898, et least right «fter statehood. Bristow end Sespulpa
were both trying to get the county seat ;r court h:use of Creek County.
Ve, of Kiefer, favored Sapulpa of course, but the citizens or some\or
then furnished free whisky end lunch f r the voters of Xiefer, and we
ell voted just e&s long &3 we could stand up. It wes reported thst
gbout 6000 votes were polled for Sapulpe st <iefer end the populetion
was only 3000 st that time, 30, & full‘VOte wes rotten out thet day.
Later on,-I was sent to Drumright to build tenks nerr there. - f
course, all these "boom" towns were wide open, but Drumright had &

distinction all its o, It was known as the high- jacking town. They

opereted day snd night snd never seemed to be molested. A few of us

1

-were pleying poker there, one night, 'nd hed ell the money om the

tgble, rhen in csme & couple of "highjeckers” end held us up. "e
later caught then end cerried them ovar'fo the Justice of .eesce and
Teported the case, ‘

iell, the Justice of Peece turn;d the high—jackér loose and
fided esch of us $g§.00 end costs for gembling.

The Justice of Peace said we didn't have an;‘case, as the
money on the;§§ble could not bo'elaimed or the claiﬁ proved by

either of us. Ur in other words, the money on the table wes enybody's

“ e
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who wanted to teke it up. 1 suppcs- &hia wes ghe resson high-
jecking was auch & good tusiness, |

+long sbout this time--1898 to 1900, Red For¥ was larger
then Tulsa end Yiefer larger then either. /
A

When.. +-€eme tc Tulss, . they hed a bex e;r for a railroad

/

dapot. There were very few oermsnent bugidinge here then. Cn-,
g which is still stending 19 the Lyriec b&ilding ¢t First snd Main.

There was & genwrel store, drug stgre, =nd banking business ell

in this building., 1 was buildiqg/;anks for the 3tanderd ‘il

Company in thi territory and/égme to Tulsa, proper, in 1904,

Bredy hed & hctel here, &n: ;t that ftige they Lud plenk side-

welks when they hed any./(

I worked et building‘tanks until 1307 &nd durin, my life,
W uutil 1807 I had/ﬁglped build 5100 tenks. I reusmber Glenpocl
pﬁéauced from 8000 t¢ 2000 barrelg of o0i}l per day, e¢nd oil sold

8t from .20¢ to +25¢ per gellon.

3

ﬁ The first refiﬁery built in .klehcme wss the "Uncle Sam”

’:rerinary in est Tulsal This wes bui.lt in 1905 but never refined
one gellon »f cil, -he‘)rcn ter W3 & nen by the neae of kivers,
He usel the aelil in his romoting, selling stock et .0B7 per share,
but not séflinéa{gss than (10,00 to enyone. Iie medq a lot of

© s
atatemenﬁ{pe couldn't live up tu, or didn't intend to, when mage.

‘ne was,’ th t hfé business was t. be lerger than the 3tenderd 041,
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Aayhow,/écctal Inspectors got on his treil end hg ended his
cayeer /et Leavenworth. He promoted & similar prospect at

Cherryvale, Kenses aebout the seme time., I am positive the

-~ 3.

Uncle 581 Refinery was the first in the state. After the
/

arﬁﬁst of Rivers, the property wes liquidated, being sold

A

tg/the “id-Continent Gompeny which now is one of the lLargest

iidependent refineries to be found anywhére.

| I, of course, c.vered & larce part cf the -orth and

//northeastern pert of the state sna séé\and was 1? a lotﬁp@

"Boom" towns, some of which still exiat\snd scme are only &

mezdory. #hizbang about three mileé porth of ;hidler and "Cooper"

between Shidler and Kaw City were bwo of these ¥owns.

'\ The buildings in these boom towns werq fre\\ently only &
plank front buillt along the street, joining e:ch dther end back
of these fronts would be a tent. With the coming ¢t steté&ood
céme law and order. Churches and schools sppearsd snd \the "boomers”
digdppeered. . rder wes greduelly reétbréﬁ and, the rough elewent
went their wey or reformed. \ \\ . \\

3 ¢ 00urse,’in the eerly days, mule teamg wene used\fnstead‘
of trucks. I've seen one men load & boﬁlxr‘on e gfwon. He would
turn the wegon up on its side, pqt\chains\\rouhd tge toiler,

\

"boom” or chainm it to the wagon,

§

hiteh his teau to 1& end roll it i: the wagbn. He would then
t

en with the same teem would

i
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pull the wagon up on its wheels, and then he wus reedy %o go.

I tried % end did lead & feirly decent l1ife. However, Qoing

oil field work 1 wéa of netessity thrown witgithis \Pugp.elqment,’

end became fa&iliar with this side of 1ife in the eearly day;.
Uther phascs of the development of the state is mqt es

femiltiar tc me t8 the oil business, es this wes my only work,

but in my shifts from place to plece, 1 know of conditions as \

regerds to lav end arder. *

1 do reecsll one “"Hale," Ih$ wes known as tue "Xing of the )
Jseges,” and o.erated » ranpch near Feirfex. FKHe married e full

blood usage woman, and through the desth of meny heedrights, ‘ /
. reletives, he scquired & lerge holding of lend, ead this with

the land ?e.leased constituted one of the largest holdings in

the stete outside the 101 rahch. The many deaths of his ;ela}ives

oreated some susyicion end firclly he wes convieted sqd sept tof

the renitentiury. The government sent in two men, Wpeoisl agents,

whe ceme in as treaps, sac got jobs on fale's ranch,

je8r or & yesr snd & hq}f when hele was arrested. And they said
he w. s certeinly surprised when he recognized these two han

trhey t.stified ageinst h!m. They were thén shaved snd well-

groomed and didn’'t look like the tﬁkg\a ke had hired.
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