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» An Interview with ir, Joha Dean, Geary, Oklehoma.
By - Augusta K, Custer, Imterviewer.
June 22, 1937. :

3

I was born in Union County, Iowa, December 27, 1869.
My parents zoved about so much that it was hard for me to
get an education and I doubt if I went any farther than
the eighth grade. |

When I was about twenty-two years of ege, in 1891
I went to Guthrie and stayed around Kingfisher and mti:ri‘.
until the opening in Cournty C, which is now Blaine County.

Governor Seay aﬁpc;ntod Amos Ewing Commissioner %o
est as judge during the opening of this land. There were
not meny squatters in this section. Caddo County was
known as the Big Fasture.

THE OPENING.

Two other men and I left Kingfisher om the moraing
of mu 19, 1892, for ntong;. The lend was open for
sottlemsnt at twelve ¢'clook noon amd the town lots at
four P. M. We arrived in Watonga at 4:05; we left our
wagon and ‘u\stmck cui for curselves. 1 got soms stakes
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and found a place. After ssteblishing my claim to the
'lot 1t was nine 0'clock and I could not t:.nd the wagon
as the men had moved ft. I looked until olom 0'clock
and could not ﬁnd‘ the right wagon among that l.Cl of
soversd ugou; horses and tents. ‘mm_nrn no land-
marks except one hotel and that was the only two siory
building in the whole town.

I walked and walked until I heard soms men talk-
ing inside a coversd wagon and I asked them i1f I might
1lis down bensath their wagon. The horses were tied to
the hind whesls of the wagon and had been fad soms hay
on the ground. Thoumgavéamcakotmabalo
of bay %0 use as a pillow and I %tied a black silk hand-
kerchief over my head and slept there until morning. It

‘/ had drizzled rain all night and I was almost frozen.

I got a cup of coffes. Water was selling for S
cents & cup as there were no wells near the town site.
I fourd that our wagon was about a block from where I had
amtthonishtmdmothmnththmlhumm

?P

&u'

~ ujoyod & un comfortabls night.
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That morning another wagon arrived from Xingfisher
with the barber chair that we had hed sent over. ¥e put
up our tent on sy balf lot end opened up a barber shop
and cigar factory. I worked helf time and my partner,
Will Cutter, the other half. My half lot was on Main
strest about where Grealmens Abstract Office is today. @

Later I bought out a fellow and hed & claim just
east of Watonga, I was appointed U. S. Commizsionsr end
Justice of the Peace by Judge J. H. Burford and my dbusi-
ness was 0 look after the cutting 6f timbsr and the sale
of liquor to Indians and report to the julige who wes a
Yedoral as well as & Sht; officer. The Federal Grand
Jury would investigats ths cases. ‘(Aftor the survey it
wmas found that my claim was in ﬁothor towuship and
ainos it was necessary to have your home in the towmn-
ship where you held office the lins wes moved to teke
in my home. That i{s the rsason char Valley Township

, s seven aections from north to south; thc.nno has

never deen corrscted.
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CUTIAWS

William McVickers was a noted cattles ruatler,

snd one time he tried to drive out a bunch of cattle

and drove them into a curner of a fence which he dida -

not know was there and got caught.

Charlie Greenup and "Black"” Stanley were a180
cattle rustlers. They kept the ssttlers on the out-
look agll the time to keep track of their live stock.

One tims I recall Bill McVickers and "Black"
Stanley had a quarrel; they wers both excellent shots.
Bill had a saloon on the corner uhQ;o the Watonga |
Republican is today, ;nﬁ/"alack" Stanley had & saloon
on .the opposite cérher weal. All one day they walked
up ;nd do:g/tﬁ; block; each was afraid to reach and
draw his gun becauss he knew how quick and cccﬁrate
his onemy was. They had that side of the strast all
to themselves while the citizens looked on. In the
evening when McVickers was ﬁnklng the turn in front
of his saloon some of his friends reached out and

&
B Y'.
pulled McViockera into the saloon, and this gave both
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&

men & chance to cool off,
Bill Roach, a cattle man was fond of strong liguor.

~

.Ho was arrested one day for being drtnk and disorderly. ’
He was not in fit condition to plead his case, and wasa
placed in jail to sober up.
’ The jail was conatructed.of two thicknesses of
2X4's and was very sclid and strong. Roach sobered up
some snd decided he would not stay in jail any longer,
.He tried to set fire to the building. Tho boards were
80 ‘ond ‘that they would not bura very resadily, but
succesded in ceutling‘.-o mep smoke that it almost
smothered him, He had to call for help and the officer
let him out.

An Arapabo Indian 5y the nams of Ho»zné Nolf
. attacked a white woman and was protected by his tridbe so
that it was impossible for the officers to get him. This
was a notorious case ix the early '90s.

1 csue to Qeary when the town opened and had a dar-
‘ber shop;that was in 1901. I was appointed poatml!ter

at Geary by Prnidant McKinley, June 16, 1901 and held
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the position until 1913 when Woodrow Wilson wes in- w
augurated.

I was in the post office when the Big Pasture
ﬁn Opo;ud; they only drew a few names at a time and
a8 everything was so expensive in El Reno the people
shoved back into nearby towna. Geary had her nharo of
thess people. The"El Reno Amsrican® was a newspaper ’
snd I got two hundred of these papers every moraning
and I had to put & board up in the middle of the door
and have the crowd line up and file in one way and out
the other to buy the Wf, as the lucky names were
published in the paper. _

Cunningham was the first Marshal in Geary. Thers
was a raid planned by the citizens to clean up the town
and all the negro slement was run ocut with the exception
of one Charlie hrsl;mn, a cook in a bakery. This was
a notorious affair in the history 6f M.

At one time there was a special train run in here
from E1 Reno and passangers ;ere riding all over th; o

tops of the cars.
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There was a "Honkey Tonk” sort of a road house
run by Ben Whiel; 4his was the ccnéer of attraction.
During this big wild party Orate Hudspath was shot and
killed., He was the firat msn to be shot in Geary. No
one was convicted of Crate Budspath's murder.

The second msn was shot by Dock Trumbley. This
man's name was Brown and he was a relative of Trumbley's

80 this was a family affair and Trumbley was cleared.
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