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An Interview With Harve Dean.
Cordell, Oklahoma.

t The Cheyenne und Arapaho maeﬁation upeli§g for
settlement April 19, 1892, ¥e campo‘d'borore tk2 Opaning‘
asar where Mountain View is nowsHundreds of psople were
there, ready to make the run when the soldiers would fire
the gun for them $o &p. When finmally t;xc Bun was fired,
people went wild-running from every side of Washita County,
afoot, in carts, with ox, mule and horse wazons, and on
horss dack. "‘@%

My crowd of four made the run from the east side of
thie county., Thexre were vno roads, only Indiem Trails., We

had rum about five miles when we came to a deep creek-We
. |

t

heard some one popping a whip, and uaing some very strong
languagg and when we got down to where he was, found a man
with a pair of :x).ls and & wagon stuck in the creek. He
had his family cn top of the furniture. He had out-mun

us Or soonered in., Ye tied ropes onto his wagon and pulled
him ou.t. The last we saw of him, he was still using the
sams kind of language and whipping his little bulls,

’ We picked some land three miles east of Tacola, the
county seat to be. The townsits opened at ome o'clock,
and we atten;led it. The people made a run for lots like
they were valuable, and by night., you could get dry goods,
and. groceries, anything to drimk you wanted. Gambling tents

were ove}ymro. Soms thing like five thousand people campnd
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on the townsite, and up or down the river. One man snd
myself stayed and the others went back to get our wagon
with bedding and food, bhut they d{dn't get vack $ill the
next day. wbﬁkilled a big fat Adeer that evening and
feagted that night.

In August‘my wife, baby girl and I moved 1ﬁtocour
firat house - a covered wagon and wagon sheets tiggd amon g
some China Berry treaes-and we begsn $o plen how to build
a house without any money. I got & log house from an Indian
for $2.50. It had been built by the U, U. (Two U) cattle
ranch people and degerted. It was covered with dirt., Ve
tore down this structure und hauled logs from acrosa the
river, and built a cabin 14 x 14 feet. This we bBuilt by
ourselves and we folt well fixed, having the only hous; ;%
our pert of the country. It wa; chinked, daubed and oovéred
with 8 fine roof for dry weather dut wh;; it came a blowing
rain or snow, the snow would be despor inside our house than
outside. But we could cover our bed with a wagon sheet and
put our clothes in bed with us; next morning put our ciothes
on under the sheet; then get out and w%}h rroom and spade
shovel the snow out,

I freighted tfom ¥inco to Cloud Chief (the name given
to the County Seat). There were no roads, no bridges; dut

the people began to talk achools and good rosds and dridges.
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My wife and I took our baby und rode horzq/baok to
where they were organizimg a achool district, ébout ten
miles away, and the Hon, Thomas :, Edwards made o speech,
smong his first in %ashita*County.

There wers -lenty of n;ld«turkays, deor, juail, and
fieh, Put like all other places settled by the white man,
he soon destroyed the gamm and the fishirng.

The acunty seat waes chenged to Cordell im 1900, Ve
first built a wood courﬂhouse, but later built e good ons

of stone and Ddrick,



