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DANIEL, JOEN M. INTERVIEW.

Zaidee Bland,
Journalist.
January 24, 1938.

Interview with John M. %&niol.
Tipton, Oklahoma
Born February 19, 1896 -
Father-C. C. Daniel,
Mother-Artie Freeman

My parents lived in north Texas and spent

years crossing over the river every few years,

9760,

e good many

sometimes

living on the Texsas side of the river and sometimes living

in Indien Territory. They were living in Indian Territory

when I was born and tragedy came almost as & twin with me

for when I was eleven months old they found fnjr mother dead

in the bed; I was lying by her side. I was too asmall %0

tell when it happened or how,

There were older brothers and siasters to take care of

me and I grew up the best I could in a log house. ‘' As all.

the older children went to school by the time I could walk,

I spent a large time toddling around after my father. I

learned to plow with a sulky plow, driving two muples, be-

fore I was five ysars old. I don't know how I did it but I

guess Dad was always 80 near that he really did the guiding

of the team except what they knew themselves.

<
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When I was #1vg years 0ld the older children were walk-

ing five miles té school and took me on their backs because

\ I would get 8o t%,red of walking and the ﬁeacher let’ me come
(/Dfo school beoaus& otherwise I would have to be at home alone.

4 pad did a good deal of trading of stock and some freighting
and would be gone from home two agd three weaeks at a time, I
had an older sister who kept Dad's house when I was tiny but

143
she had married now and there was no one that stayed at home

when school was going on. Sister,continued to make all our o
~ clothes and there was a continual going back snd forth tg'her
honse. Dad would take us across the river and put us 6n the
trein in the cars of the conductor and we would go abput
seventy miles to where my sister lived.
Sister put me in trousers a little esxly to w»hat most
boys were in those days. I remember she made me a little
suit (Rwausers and vest)awith pockets just as much like Dad's
as she could. She then put my brother and me on the train and
I started back toA;how the folks my pants and vest with pockets.
There was a lady on the train with a baby who cried and cried. ’
I felt so distressed over the baby crying when I was so happy
that 1 kept go.ne to stanéd by the lady aﬁd gried to telk to the

v

osbyy 1 thousrht if I could mere that beby sse how very nice I

woked and how heppy
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I ias it Jould surely hush orying. Finally, I said to the
baby,'"Irfyou don't hush crying I am going to put you into
my pocket and carry you awgy from your mama® That got ¥he
job done for the baby hushéd and looked at me round-eyed as

|

I put my;fingers into those little pockets that meant.so
| ,

much to me. )
There was always all kind of stock eround our place;

horses, mules, cows and p%gs. Our Sunday pastims as I grew

up was riding yearlings. A bucking yearling was a lot of

fun and not half so dangerous as a bucking horse. You did

no han 80 far to fall off of a yearling as you did & horse

Cand I vgrily believe that the, yearling knew it was all in fun

while axhorae seamed to know it was a contest of wills, .There

waé no danger to speak of at all riding yearlings unless you

got caught §n the rope and drug by the horse when you went to’

rope the yearling you wanted. I came very near causing my

very dear friend to get killed after I waé about grown by

catching my lariat around his neck. My saddle was not strong

enough to hold & yearling after I caught him but I was the

best roper. My friend had a new saddle. He said to me;
: -

f\
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*John)you rope the yearling and throw me the rope and I will
hold him and drag him into the lot where we ‘intend. 0 do the
riding.” Accordingl@ roped the yearling and, throwing the
rope to my friefd, wrapped it around his neck. His horse
went one way and the yearling another. I was riding a good
horse’and succee#dediin heading the yearling and turned him in
the direction my friend was going. That skacked the rope and
he was able to loosen it and cast it from him but he carried a ‘

- - -t

red rigg around his neek for months whgre the rope blistered
end ate into the flesh. |

" There wers always plenty of horses at homs to ride but
it was & lot more/éggiave a new horse every two or three months.
You could show offibetter on a young horse, So all us young
bucks made & habit of taking the young ﬁnbrokan horses from
the different ranchmen around and bréaking them and keeping
them until they were toogentle to be of much interest.

I learnad to dance almost by the time I learned to

walk, for all my folks danced. There was neither Sunday

school nor ehurch in the country until I was nearly grown.

I am sure Dad fed outlaws &8 lot of times, f£or our house

was always oﬁen house at meal time to any one passing. Food

—

¢
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naver seemed o bother us;. Dad provided it and some of the
older childrea éooksd it and there you were. We had no
money but‘ne\'er needed any. Ths woods were full of birds
and enimals to eat and hogs and cows &t home made plenty
and thare waé always a hog or a cow to trade for flour,
sugar and coffee.

We children were not allowed at aﬁy tims to drink coffee
or tea. We could drink milk or home-made wine or beer. I do
not knew how either wine or beer was made but some ohe made
it, for it was alwgys plentiful and we difl not think of likimg

it well enough to drink tOo}nuch. I never saw a drunk man
until after I was grown.

We never owned our land in the Indian Territory, but al-
ways had to have an Indian leass., If there was not a big
orchiazd on the place w-bam we lived there was certain to be
one near and‘rruit was always free for vthe picking. 'i‘he wood;s
were full of blackberries, strawberries and dowi:erries in their
season and in the fall there was severel kind of haws as well

a%mts. 'Dad did not raise much of anything on the farm but .

cane, corn, garden, potatoes and fhings that were used right
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at home. | There was not too much farm work to-do. .There
were always chicksns, ducks and geese around the place and
if Dad wented & turkey, some one went to the woods for
it. Widd turkeys wers to numerous for any one to bother
about raising them. Prairie chi.'ckenslwere plentgirul also,
The hog_s ran wiid Vin the wopda until we were ready
to top them off, A rail-pen was built near sr;me water and
corn was gathered and piled in.a pile handy tg feed them
until Dad thought them fat emough %o butcher and when a cold
spell came that Dad thought was cold enough to save the meat,
we had & hog killing day. Sometimes we would Qa‘vé peveral

hog killing deys betwean November and March. - -

-~
¥

Dad never married agin after mother's death but never

broke up housgekeeping and we had al@ys a hom® until I married.

»
I do not know why but we boys never thought of leaving home

for work or adventure. We moved around & gooi‘i)deal But inso
New Mexico and back. There was always a;iventure for us but
always home to §o to and from. I have Been & farmer always
except thé time I spent in thé army aﬁd over seaé fighting
for my country. I have two boys of my own now and hops ‘thoy
will never havé t0o go to war but will make god f_armers and

’stock misers like my Dad was.
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