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Anna R Barry, .
Journalist,

March 22, 1938,

An Interview with Miss Eita Dale,
" 505 South Rock Island St.,
El Renw,. OkKlahoma,
¥e first came to Oklahoma in 1887, My father brought
his fanily into this country before séttlenent, locating
on the border in what jis now known as Beaver County. He
operated a general store there withlthe aid of my‘%rother.
It was permissible to come into the Territory to iive at
ﬂ%hat time, if one set about it in the proper way, which was
to obtain permission from the Govermment., It was necessary
then for indjviduals desiring to operate any kind of business
in the Territcry to have a permit from Weshington., This, of
course, my father had and was allowed to own and conduct his
busiiess uder government supervision., He could only sell
what was .allowed in his lease, or contract. His store_ was
listed as a general mefchandise store, but certain commodi-
a0
ties were forbiddenz such as any kind of intoxjcants, and at

first, he wasn't permjtted to sell any firearms or ammunjtion

to the Indisnas. Later, this ban was ljfted,
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. My uncle wag also with us) he was a doctor and had
offices in the building with the Government Agent. He was
a semi-official doctor, However, most of his practice was
private, although he ﬁad scores of patients among the In-
djens. ,The latter did not pay their ovm doctor bills, the
Government settled-for that. It sometimes took six months
or a year to obtain the amount due for treatment. Whenever
Uncle would meke & call on an Indian family, he would have
to have an order from the Agent before he could present his
bill. These bills were presented twice each year, through
the Agent, and if allowed {mmediately, Uncle would get his
money in August and February. Should the Committee that
handled these affairs consjder that too much was being paid
oqt for doctoring, his bill was held up until the next meet-
ing, six months later. So you canﬂsée he would have to have
pr1v§te pragtice in order to meet his curreﬁt expegses.
Father, Uncle and my brother were there several weeks
ﬁefore we girls ceme dovmn, as theythought it much better for

them to precede us and prepere a place for us, than to risk

our having to rough it while a house was being constructed.

X

0f course, the four roomed shegk_they built, looked anything

20
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but luxurious when we first caught a glimpse of it the
afternoen of our arrival., However, we soon found that
we pad the best house in that commhnity, not only as to
.appearance, but ;ts size and few little conveniences ex-<
ééiled these of all the others. Brother had built in two
closets, a pantry and various shelves,

" Previous to our arrival, brother had talk'ecrl dg@ut h;s

<

four si sters, until many of the cowboys were anticipating

N

our coming, thinking it would augment the local social

\
!

‘ \ /
activity; consequently they planned a dance to be held

that evening in a large barn-like sfruc?ure in the center
of‘the villége, as a sort of welcoming pérty. What thef
"had not gueséed was the fact that . none Bf us girls cared.
tor that sort of entertainment. Ih%;boys had said ﬁothing

po my brother or father abpﬁt their plans,. or they would .
have been apprised of our tastes and wouldn't have experijenc-
ed the disappointment and chagrin which was theirs as a
result of their impromptu gffair. It was necessary for us to~

drive out from Dodge City, as tlere was no trein or bus to -

be had from that point: Father met us with a two-seated
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surrey; it was the best obtainsble, but even with the
robes he brought, the drive provod‘ﬁery tiri{ng and un-~
comfoi%ably cold. Naturally, we arrivgd in no mood %or
anything except rest, food and bgd. When the cowboys
discovered we had AQ intention of attending their deance,
the& were quite disgruntled and proceeded to make known
theiy'displeasure in & rathe;}empha%ic manner. They had
evidently been 1mb1b1ng‘a trifle freely of alcoholic
be‘verages amd were in a%réckless mood, to say the leasat.
Th;y came swooping down upon our house c¢ircling roﬁnd and
round it, shooting and whooping in the wildest wey imagin~
able, frighteaing us half t{o deaths It was an entirely
new experience to ﬁs girls, and we hagtily donned-our

| wrappers and rushed into the "majin®" room {n search qf
father or brother. We found father sitbimg in front of
the fireplace, very calmly reaaing his almenac. When we
;pigd him there so placid, we almost gasped in smazement,
We couldn't bel iave our eyes. Sgrely he couldn't help

hearing the commotion outside, yet there he sat reading.

"Father"! we cried, "Don't you hear that shooting and wild

22
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shouting outside?i What does it mean? Are we being at-

tacked by the Indians?? He threw back his headland

laughed heartily. "Pehawl Girls," he said, "That's just

a few of the cowboys celebrating, and trying to convey the

idea to ya? girls that they don't appreciate the fact?thaq

you have failed to make an appearance at their daece*given

in honor of your arrival®, Well, that was the first we

knew of the dance, but needless to sey, we wouldn't have

gone had we known earlier, and after such a displey, we

would have been afraid to attend. After chatting a while

with Father, we returned to our rooms. A few minutes later,v

all was as quiet as though we wege alone in the unjiverse,
I.recall another incident during our stay in Beaver

County. 9f course, it wasn't Beaver County'zhen, but I

always think of it as such, There was another grocerymsn

whd operated a store just across the street from my brothert's

business, This men was frgm Connecticut and did not like

anything about this country and didn't understand the wsys of

th; Westerner, nor 4id he try to acclimate himself €B our ways

or our land, He was well-educated and cultured in some ways,

but certasinly lacking in common courtesy with his neighbors.
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Especially 4id he dislike the cowboys, and never lost
an opportunity to meke known his distaste of them,
Naturelly, they very much resented his'aftitude. Even
when they ceme into his store to purchase an article he
would‘treat.them with hostile civilixy; It wasn't long
befére they retaliated in many wayé,,irritating him {n eny
way they could think of,qand thetr minds were indeed fertile.
Eventually, an open eruption occurred and from then on
hostilities assumed serious and dangerous proportions. It
changed almost over night from a 8illy and father ridiculous

quarrel, to an open, deadly feud. It progressed to such ah

A3

\extent that when eny cowboys were in town, one took his life
in his hands if he appeared on the street as shots were apt
to fly thick and fast if any of ?he boys spjed the grocery-
man, or he they. 3o %f one didn't care for the pastime of
dodging bullets, he was wise to remain indoors when they were
abou ts .

One afternoon when things hed been unusually quijet
A

for days, two of my sisters and I, decided to walk down the

street two blocks to the post office, When we had travéraed

half the distance, we heard horsemen and glanced up to see
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a group of cowboys riding down the street, We dodged
into the first doorway we cape to, &nd weren't any too
soon, f;r the groceryman had just stepped out of the
pést office. The gmocerymgn and the cowboys began fir-
ing simultaneously and whén the shooting éeaséd; to
cowboys and the groceryman were badly wounded, a third
cowboy ley in the street dying. It all occugred 80
quickly as to appear unreal, One moment they were alive,'
riding blithely dowm the street, the next; there wes
death and destruction., My sisters both fainted, and I
felt like doing so, but someone had to remain calm and
sensible in order to look affér them, so it fell to my
lot to be the heroine., In a second, one mig;; say, the
street was filled with men and women, The wounded were
carried into my uncle's office for treatment, After a
perfuncté}y examination of the dead men, Uncle ordered
him carried to the rear of father's store, where he was
laid out in the store room, His friends bujlt him a plain
wooden coffin and in this crude affair he was later interred,

No one knew where his people lived, or who they were 80 no

one was notjfied, There was no minister nearer than Dodge
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City, so father was asked to conduct the funeral
services for the dead cowboy. This he did, asking us
girls to furnish the sinéing, and thus was that poor

!

cowboy laid to'rest, out on the lonely prairie, no one
to mourn his passing, no stone to mark his last resting
places.

It soon developed that the groceryman had only a
superficial wound, agd was able almost jmmediately to
again be out end gttend to his usual business, It also
_soon became apparent that something was brewing among thé
cowboys., They would gather in groups when in town and
hold rether heated discussions among themselves, If some
of the town people approached, they would cease talking
ﬁntil that person was out of hearings It was finally‘dis-
covered that they were pianﬁing to lyncﬁ the groceryman
who had ehgt their friend, although they themselves had fired
the first shot on that memorable day. Well, when this news .
was noised about, the citjzens saw the issue céuld no longer
be evaded. or ignored, but something must be done immediately,

80 they held a mass meeting and voted to ask my father 1o

act as judge to hold court for the trial of their townsman.
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There was no kind of law end no officers of any kind
in the Territory at that time, so the logicel thing
do, was to fem a cougt of their own. As father was a
much reapected man, oﬁe whose good judgement end fairness
/

was soneth/ng acceded by Ell in the community, he was the
choice of/ cowboys end townspeople alike.

The'first thing he did, was to set a dey for the )
trial, /Then he impanelled a jury, trying to place only

fairminded and just men in that important position, He

next ysaued an order, that no guns or firearms of any

kind were t0 be brought intqQ vur store or store room, the
latter being used as the court }oom. Vhen the dgy of the
trigl arrived and the crowd began gathering, he appointed
two deputies to relieve men of all firearms before allow-
them to enter. This was done with quiet dignity and

n¢ one objected to the request to deposit their guns out-
+de., The trial lasted one whole day. The jury deliberat-
d all night, handing in their verdict early the next

morning. They acquitted the groceryman, their reason being

that he had fired in defense of h:s own life.
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Although the cowboys hed been so hestile before
the trial, that it was necessary for the grocérymanl
to take to the hills with his gun, hiding there by day
and coming home under cover of da;knesé for food, after
the trial they seemed perfectly satisfied with the jury's
decision, and everything quieted down. OJnce more ours
became a quiet sleepy little villace. |

In 1889 my father ceme to Fort Remo, and partici-
pated in the celeﬁrated trun" of that time. He homesteaded
on lsnd south of El1 Reno, on the highway which 15 now paved.,
He 1ived there until his death, several years ago, I came
to this country when father did, and the Fall of '89., I
taught my first term of school in Canadian County. It was
in qﬁlittle frame shack built by the people in the nejghbor-
hood who raised funds with w@ich;to build by giving a concert.
Fifty dollars was the total sum of their building fund, ﬁut
it was suffjcient. XEach student had to furnish his own
desk and seat. Some had pretty good looking ones, some jﬁst
a dry gooés box with a smaller one upon which té sif. I
brought a small table &nd chair from home for my use. The

usual, term of school lasted three months. At that time we

-
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built the school, no school district had been laid out.
When districts were laid out we found ourselves two

m{les from whepg we were supposed to beg The building

wes moved and I taught th;;e until 1892, when I began\“ =
my work as teécher in the city schools of K1 Reno.

The school bujilding at E1 Reno wasn't compieted
until December first, so the opening of thé school temm
wag delayed pntil half the winter was over. The fifst
building here consisted of three frame structures, two
rooms in eéch building. We taught in these until the
old Irving dechool Was’built, when we all moved there ex-
cept two primery teachers, I’wés later made Principal of
Central éﬁhool, which position I have sincée held,

In those early days.much was made of every outside
event in the community; and school was invariably dismissed
for every paréde,'circus or what have &ou. The Principsal,
Mr, Hopkins, had ordered that thers were to be no more dis-
missa;s for parades, as it broke iﬁto our routine too much.

Not long after that statement, a circus came to tovm. Our

msyor, Pete Duffy always led the circus parades, and took

’
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as much delight in it as the kiddies., He was very
surpri{sed when he found that we didn't intend to dismiss
for the great event. Instead of réuting'Yhe lie of mgrch = ™
down Bickford Street, as usual, he led it right down past
N
the school, and when he Ceme abreast of the yard, rode up
to my door,'opened it and said, "Miss Dale, you are hereby
ordered to dismiss sckool for.the day". Naturally, the

children didn't weit eny further orders from me or anyone,

but made a wild stampede for the great open spaces, In the

ink of.an eyelash, not a ehild was left in any of the

X

nothing he could do about ite At that time,‘the head or

ldings. Mr, Hopkins was very angry, but there was

president of the school board was the city mayor.

In £hose schools, ve aibs had home-made desks at first
then the school board bought double desks and these were
used for years. Qur first blackboards wers only painted
black, terrible things, but $he best we hads I have been
teaching in the El Reno schools'steadily since 1892 wi thout
a vacation other than the usual summer vacations sll teachrrs

kY

have each year, I expect %o spend the remainder of my life

ey
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in usefulness and shall teach here as long as I feel I
am a benefit to the school. I have greatly enjoyed my

work among the children of El Reno, and many of my fomer

-

pupils have attained success in the world of art, music,
businesé, etce I am very proud of this offering. Recently
El Reno honored me for my forty-nine years of service to
the schools of Canadian Cou..ty, {)y’naming the new Junjor
Higﬂ échool the ”Etf;Dalc Junijor High". A portrait of me
was done in oil by & noted artist and hangs in the Junioi'

High Building.

Miss Bt ta. Dale, principal of
' Central elémentary school and an
instructor in the El Reno system
45 years, was .given -a signal hon-
or when: the board .of educatipn
: voted to name the new junior high-
school building for iier. Miss Dale's
portrait, painted by the noted
French artist, Plerre Tartoue, also
will ‘be -placed if & éorridor of the
new: structure, néw ‘being com- !
(ple d. R Cro |
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