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I
1, Name

ft Post

March Monday

Office Address Route 1, Box

ft Residence address (or location)

ft DATE OF BIRTH: Month

271,

2 Mi

Morris,

. South

Okla.

of Narcissus

Day

-
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Year iw?6

Place of birth ljr Milesjiskst of his present home.

Name of father Monday Place of b i r th Creek Nation

Other information about father died when March was a.small boy

Name of Mother Mary Annie Monday Place of bir th • Creak Nation

Other information about mother

or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l i fe and story
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Itinue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to this ! o n . Number of
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i njRojr i.:o:tDAY 7-9-37
By Jerome H, Iftomonst Field worker

!,&•• Monday» a fu l l blood Creek, l i ve s near the
Cussetah Church an?, one-quarter mile south of
the Garcia sue School in Okrauigee ^0.

I. azn a member of the Bdg Cussetah tovvn.

:i;/ oarents are both of the same town, a l so .

SCHOOL!".'x

I attend eo the V/ealdka iris s i on» which

^asx of Bi:cby, for two / e a r s . I bol ieve , 1889

was the ^ a r I s t a r t e d to school .

.Afterwards, I attended the ITuyalra Tiss ion ,

located west of ^Innulgee, for two yea r s .

of these are in existence now.

!Iy parents had around e ight acres in cu l -

t iva t ion , Mostly, corn, pumpMns and sweet

potatoes^made up vhe crop of the Indian farm-

er . 2here was hardly sny«=irish potatoes or

cotton u n t i l yoars l a t e r .

7*y parents wo\ild go on hunting t r i p s in

he f a l l . Sometimes these were extended for



s ix or seven months. ri'hey went a t times over

into the ^hoctaw nation and raaybe e-ven over in-

to OKkahoma t e r r i t o r y ,

I1 he7 would sometimes go alone and other

times" with a party of hunters . ''Jhe e i jLt to

sixteen deer, w.iioh W<35& brought bac": oa horses*

would l a s t us ^or a year"-or two. ---'his v;as

dried anci hung fror. the r a f t e r s of the nor oh.

IV father had, usual ly, oijht tc ten

horses. Ii of course, wac just a lad and did-

n'~ nave any.

Jhe Ureek Indian ^enoy was located in !!us

'.id.jeQ, La'oer, a Tielo J^ei.t \?as s'-ationec* in

Oapt. ? . 3 . Se^/wra had the oi*ly s tore in

O3v.uulg.3e, u n t i l I r/as 15 years oi" age. Jim

?ar kins on cai'ae in and "built a s tore at that

t ine . I had heard mention of-a llajor Cramer

having a s'tore there "before I was "born.
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Capt, C. C. Belcher was the Postmaster at this

time. I don't know of any other trading post.

'2iiQ Seminoles, Osages* Kiow;:s, u

ltasaws and ^hero!!cees were friendly with

Z±IB Oreelrs and souetiooQ sent reprosentires

to the Coimci .̂ 1 loot ings.
TTtTf

I was ajnejiber of tliE rouse' of ".Varriore

for four years. 2his was a"bju't 1900.

I have "beor told that the xribe held

Council meetings at Council Hill before I was

"born.

One' of the things the Council did, "before

I becanie a nember, was to petition the govern

ment for parent in return for property danag

'\ or stolen "by soldiers during the Civil w&.

One half of this payment was made in 1904 an<?

tlie ^ree:-3 are s t i l l looking for the rest of

shis settlement. - •

I have been told by older members of the



cribe that the four original Creek tribes vere;

Cussetahi Coweta, -okabache and irbeka.

MISSION

Hiss ions that I knew of are: •7etuia!ia Board-

ing "School; 'ftifaula High School; Zucha School,

near Sapulpa; "oska, not.r Coweta; rallahasse,

near Î ed Bird; Colored Boarding School, near

?e-can Creek.

2he Dawes ^ormaission gave 1 acre for a

graveyard at Gussetah uhurch. Li t t le ^i^set

over near Scl ulter, has a church and'graveyard,

also, -here is ano-her Cussatah four miles

-̂ -a&t of Sapulpa.

One and half Mies Jast' of my place here,,

the colored folks have a burial groiuid. -here

are a niiuber of freedrnen bin*'ied there. -

?our miles due Forth of my place is one

fenced in Indian grave, b / the side of the "road.

I believe, irdy Alexander is buried there.

One Captain and five men made up a squad
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of Lighthorsemen. I'heir duty was to preserve

peace and arrest violators of the Creek laws.

25, 50, and 100 lashes were the f irs t three

penalties and execution the fo'urth for violation

of the more grave offenses. The t^iok^orsenen

carried out these sentences.

The;/ also disarmed.* and took whiskey from

Indians.

?he turtles that have three stripes run-

ning dovrn their hacks are the ones that can

bring rain, '-hey are tied to the'^dge' of the

-,7ater and left there to scratch, i'his will

•faring r'ain. However, if i t rains too hard you

may,have to go and release the turt le, no mat-

tor vhat tine of the day or/
77

you need one of'these turtles, you77i:en y

an hardly ever find one. At other

can soe them fairly often.

I Q iTi">f *T> T-, ATT,'t - T O

In 1889, the Big Gussetah town had about

ZOO members who attended the stomp dances.
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The town quit having the stomp dances, in 1898.

In 1920,̂  they reorganized and rebuilt the

stomp grounds., -hey tried to (;o by the same

rules that their forefathers had use<?.

" July was usually the no;*th for the Sreen

Jorn Dance. A "Ribbon dance was held -in the

afternoon. 1'hey dadoed around in a 20 foot

•f

circle, to the accompaniment of four sale sing-

ers. Ifter the Ribbon dance, an Indian ball
5*ame was held between the man and wonen.

men used stiolrs and the women their hands. 20

points is the score l imit . After supper, from

i*:00 to 12:00 a Midnight dance is .ueld. The

dancers then re t i re for the night". The woraelf̂

end. children who are to take part in the Ore en

Corn dance "oâ e medicine prepared by an Indian

Doctor.

1'h.o next morning, the men take their med-

icine. In the afternoon, the men haVe a feat-

her dance. The feathers are obtained from

cranes, called by the Indians "white birds', ,

80



, MABCH. INTERVIIW.

7 81

They dance four sets wiwh rests "between.

the/ d'ancs four sots ci roal Lid i an Ptoup dance.

This last dance is open to the public. At 5:(i>0

P.i:.., they have the Buffalo dance. '.Then this

is 07<2r all get ready for supper.

At 9-10 ?.::., they s tar t in and canccvuntil

daylight. This dance is also open to the pub-

l i c . Before the meeting braaks up, arrangements

\ are made for the next dances to be held.

The close, of the season of Stonp daices i s .

marked by a squirrel hunt. A certain two days

are designated for this event and usually be-

gins on Sunday. (Jhey have, a r i t e ]niown as 'feed'

ing the fireplace1. Some of the squirrel soup
»

is buried in a hole dug with a shovel or other

iistrurfient and which can't "be touched with the

hands. (2he nien eat under an arbor and the T?O-

Lien about 15 feet away on the ground. This

squirrel hunt and feast is generally held in

October. In Hay, they have a sgring s-uirrel

hunt to open the season for the Oreen Corn dance.
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During the 3tomp dance, they have a Chief

(Cussetan-Meceo) and have an Assistant Chief

(-Henneha}. 2hese are the directors of the dance. ,

?he medicine for the Green Corn dance is

made fron? the Bed rloot. The Chief appoints four

men to obtain four large bundles of this root.

They are not allowed to wash, to drin=r or eat

gjavthin^ until these roots are brought bae> and

buried at the edge of the stoup .-prouncis.

formerly, they went OR horseback, but in

'recent years they take cars. It is not unusual

for the men apoointed to go .30 or 40 miles to

jet this root for the medicine.

'Jney are allowed, however, the use of tob-

FCCO while on this mission.

2he women usually, aid "one tom-tom by wear-

ing tortoise shells, filled with pebbles, tied

zo their legs with leather thongs;., "he child-

ren^ shells will consist of four for each leg

while the women's will be maybe e i ^ t or ten.

!2he tortoises are starved to death in a
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pen or killed and put on an ant bed where the

meat ia eaten from the shell . Foles are then

out in the back of the shell with a kni "e#and

a few pebbles inserted before they are .̂aced -

to a piece of leather or other material.

The Sreen C-orn l*ance, which has been held

annually here at Cussetah, wonH; be held this *

year. It seems "Che members are beginning to

lose interest in the dances.


