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| BIOGRAPHY FORM
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian~Pioneer History Project for Qklahome
ield Worker's name Jorcpe M, Emmons ¢
his report made on (date)  July 9, v 193 7
Neme March Monday
Post Office Address Route 1, Box 271, Morris, Okla.
Residence address (or location)__ i Mi. South of ‘Narcissus School
DATE OF BIRTH: Month . Day._ Year _1ans
Place of birth 1} Miles sast of-his present home.
o
Name of Father _ Monday Place of birth Creek Nation

Other mfomatim about father gj!g when March was 8, small boy

Name of Mother Mary Angie Mondaz p],ace of birth . Creagk Nation

Other mromati on about mother

es or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and story
the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggest~d subjects and questions..

tiaue on blank sheets if necessary amd attach firmly to this “orma. Numbher of
Ot_) 8Ched - [




THTERVIWT TIU LIARCE 1IOUDAY T~ ~37
By Jeromp 17, Tmmons, FPield worker

Mr. l'o>nday, & full blood Creelk, lives near the
Cussetan Church anf one-gquartsr mile scuth of
the larcigsus School in Nkmulges Lo,
I am 2o member of the Bdg Cussetah town.
7 parents are both of the saue town, also.
SCHOOLITG
I atvendsd the 'Tealdxa !/ission, wrich was
"ast o7 Bixby, for two years. I believe, 1869
was the year I started to school.
~terwvards, I attended the Huyaka  "ission,
located west of Vimulgee, for two years.
Neither of these are in exist@ace now.
) ' PARIING
M7 parents had around eight acres in cul-
vivation. Ilostly, corn, pﬁmpkins and sweet
potatoes™aade up vhe erop of the Indian farm-
er. OLhere was hardly an:,rdrish rotaioes or
¢dvton until years later.
'y varents would go on hunting trips in

‘the fell. Sometimes these yere extended for



gix or seven mod¥ks. ZThey went at tiues ovor
"into the Uhoctaw Mation and maybe ¢ven over in-
to Okkahoma Zerritory. .

The7 would somaetimes 4o alone snd other

—

tines  with a party of hunters. “he eilsuLt to
gixteen deer, w.ich wede brougiit bac’s ou Lorses,
would last us “or a year or two. +his vas

dried and hung Zron the rafters of the norch,

Iy Zather had, usually, ei it fc ten
1orses, I, o coérse, was just a lad and didm.
A'T oaave aay.

~he ureex Indleaun sgency was located in Mug-
Zozee, Lever, a Tield agent was gtationed in
Dol gne.

M OATL T YT %
AT BPagd)

vaple IMe J. Severs had iie 0.l store in
meulg;e, wmtil I waé 15 years of age. Jim ,
larkirgoa ceame i and (bui-lt a store at that g
tie, T had hesrd mention of -a liajor Cramer

having a gtore there before I was bdorn.
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Caﬁt. C. C. Eelcher was the Postmaster at this
tine., I don'g kiow of any other traﬂﬁng poét.
| TRIZMLY I'DIAS
one Seminoles, Osages, ¥iowss, vi.octaws,
hickasaws end CheroXees were friendly with
she Cresks and souaetines sent represenésges

v

to tiae Council leetings.

labalii bal 24 NTTIT -t
Wiiae oL hOu'.xLIII.lw

I was é{menber of.the Touge of arriors
z f Iour Jears. This was about 1900,

X have bear told that the vribe held
Council méetings’at Counc{l Till before I was
bora.

e’ 0 the things the Council did, before
I becane & nember, was to petition the sovern-
nent for payment in return for prorerty daucged
. or s8tolen by soldiere during the Civil V%ﬁu
One half of this naymentAwas’maée in 1904 and

t.e Lree’m are still looking for the rest of

this settlenent. . . )

o)

|

ORIZDNAL “RIBTS *
| I have been t0ld by older members of the ,
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sribe that the four original Creek tribes wvere;

Cussetah, Coweta, Jokabache and Arbeka,
11I3SI07E .
itigsions that I knew of are: etunka Board-.
ing ‘School; 7ufaula High School; :ucha School,
near Sapulpa; 7oska, naer Coweta; Tallkhasse,
near Red Bird; Colored Roarding School, near
lecan Créek.
PURTAL OUIS
Yhe Dawes womnission gave 1 gére for a ,
graveyard at Cussetsh Yhurch. Little “ussetah,
over near Sciulter, has a church anéd: graveyard,

L

also., Jhere is éno:her Cussetah four miles
~m%§st 0 Sapulpa.

Oné and hal? miles last of ny place h%re,.,
the cdilored Tolls have a burial ground. <liere
arc a nunber of freedmen buried *here. -

Pour niles due North of ggwplace is omne
fenced in Indian grave, bs the side of the 'road.
1 believe, Ardy Alexandér is buried there.

'

' LICGHTTORSMIE

One Captain and five men made up a squad
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of Lighthorseuen. <heir duty was %o preserve

peace and arresi violatérs of the Creck Laws.

25, 50, and 100 lashes were the first three
penalties and execution the fourth for violation
of the more grave offenses. Tne Li_hthorsenmen
carried out these sentences.

They also disarmed. and took wniskey from
Indians,

JOLALORT

Tne turtles that have three sitripes run-

ning down thelr backs are the ones that can

[}

bring rein. They are tied to the<edge of the
‘water and left theres <0 scratch, <his will
brinz rain. Xowever, i¥ it rains too hard you

may,have o 5o snd release %he “urtle, no mat-
ter vhat time of the day or/ nizht.
Q

Them you need one of ‘these turiles, 7ou
aardly ever find one. At other timegrouw-

can sce them fairly often. \\\\/;/

/ S0P 3ANC

7

o
P
-2

In 1889; the Big Cussetah town had_about S

.200 members who attended the stomp dances.
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he town quit having the stomp dances in 1898.
ja

In 1920, they reorganized and rebunilt the

stomp srounds. 1hej tried to 35 by tne sane
rules that sheir forefathers had useé. l

" July was usually the 1mounth for the Green
cora Jance., A Kibbon dance wéé held -ia *h*

a’ternoon. They danced around in s 20 *oo*

c%fcle, %0 the accompaniment oZ four nale sino
ers. After the Ribbon dance, an Indlan bell
5a?e was neld between the man and woren., The
nen used sticks and the women “heir hands. 20
points is the score limit. After sucper, Ifron
¢:00 t0 12:00 amidnight dance is .ueld. The
Gaicers then retire for the night. The wonem
cad caildren who are to tgke part in ihe Areen
carn pance sakte medicine prepared by an Indian
Doctor,.

The next morsing, the men take their med-
ibiﬁe. An the afternovon, fhe nen have a feat- :

her dsace. The feathers are obiained fron

cranes, called by the Indians ‘white birds', .



v

They dance four sets wiith rests between. “hen
e
they dancs “our seis oi real Tadian ftoup dauce.

40

Yhis last dauce is open to the public, it &

P,ley tney have tne Buffalo dance. 7Tren inis

is over all get ready for supper.
/

lic. Before the‘meeting braeaks up, arrange:ents
are nmade for tne next dances to be neld.

The close of the season of Stonp dances is.
marked ‘by a syuirrel hunt. 4 certain two days
are designated for this evént and usually be-
Zing oa Sunday. “hey have a rite xmown as 'fégd-

ing the fireplace'. Some of thke squirrel soup e
: *

is buried in 2 hole dug with a shovel or other

instrument and which can't Le touched with the

hands., “he nen eat under aia arbor and ithe wo=-

nen sbout 15 feet away on the ground. This

squirrel hunt and feast 48 generally held in

dc¢tobor. In llay, they have a spring s-uirrel

hunt to open the season for the Gruen Corn dancs.
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During the 3tomp danc;, they; have a Chile?
(Cusseﬁah-%écco) and have an Assistant Chief
(B eaneha) Nhese are the directors of tLe dance. ,

The medicine far the Green Corn dance ig
malde frox the Red Root. The Cuief appoints four
men to obtain four large bundles oz this ro0%,.
Tney are not allowed to wash, to drins or eat
anyshing until ‘hese roots are brought baclk and
buried.at the edge of the stowp srounds,

Sormerly, they went o® horsaebecik, but in
Teceut years they take cars. It is not unusual
fay the men apnointed to go S0 or 4C miles to
zev this root for the medicine.

2rey are &l lowed, nowever, the use of tob-
zcco while on this mission.

The woumen usually aid theé tom-tom by wear-
ing tortoise shells, filled with pebbles, tied
39 their lege with leather thongs.. “he child-
ron's shells will consist of four for each leg
while the women's will be maybe ei nt or ten.

2he tortoises are starved to death in a



pen or killéd and put on an ant bed where‘the
‘meat is eaten from the shell. Foles are then
cut in the back of the shell with a knile and
a Jew pebbles inserted before they are laced
to a piéce of leather or other material;
‘The Green Corn Dance, which has been held
annually here at Cussstah, yon% be ﬁeld_thisz
year., It sceems the members ars £eginning ‘o

lose interest in the dances.




