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.- BY \ 0@
Hannie lLee Burns, Field Worker
Indisn~Ploneer History S«149
.July 1, 1937

THE DAYS THAT WERE

My grandfather was Jared Silas Dawson of Sceotch
desgant, My grandmother was Kathrine Davmon)nee Lo‘ng)a
half Wyandotte. They had five children; Dors, Jerdie,
Ella, Kate, and my father, Robert A.

The first we know of the family they were at Zanes-
ville, ONio, My grandfather assisted by my father and
others came to Kansas and surveyed the Kansas reservation
for the Wyandottes bdefore they were settled theres He re-
turned to Ohto a;xd d{d not move his family to Kansas at all
but loceted at Bellfountaine, Ohio, where he continued to
live til) he brought his family to this county in November,
1876, PXather married Nannie E. Keller a white woman of
Cynthanna, Kentuocky, a cousin of Helen Keller. They had
~ four children: Raymond, Jared Silss (myself), Jerdie (who
married Bonnin), end Naomi who married Alfred Pacheco,be-
sides throﬂ that died when amall, My parents were ma¥ried
68 years ago the 13th of this June in Belifountaine. I
was born in Bellfountaine, September 22, 1878, ‘ -

THE MOVE TO INDIAR TERRITORY

Ve came by train ¢t Senecs, lliuourl) and were met
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there by Isaad Walker and Bert Welker, who took us to their
" homs where we spent the night end steyed till father arrang-
ed and decided on a loocation for the tam;iy. ¥rom & man here
he bought a cabin in the forks of the Neosha and Spring River
about three and a half miles south of Ottewa, We ceme in
November of 1876 when I was ;m months olds The place that
father bought was a very amall one~-roam log house. Mother
brought with her a small cookptove; however, we had a fire-
place for heat, Settling and getting things together to fam
with and ready to make a orop the next spring wes s winter's
works Father made rt;ila end fenced truck patches, cleared
and fenced fields, and bought.a teem of horses. The only
animal brought with us was a bench-legged dog, nemed Frank,
'I;Io pieces 'ot furniture 1 rana;ber was a large walnut bed-
stead on which mother used to place us four 'ehildren croas-
© wises, and the oai bedstead tha? she end father slept on.

D&‘ring the first years we children went through the
winter with moocesins made of jeans. Mother did not weave
and spin, but she knitted our sock end gloves, and did mich
tarntngs . R v

' VISITORS FOR DINVER .
We had deen tiere b_u‘t.a few weeks when one day several

men rode up and one of them said to mother, "We are a tough
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looking lot. We are the Jemes and the Younger Boys, but
we are hungry, and could you give ua something to eat?™
Mother replied that they had not been there long but that

if they would come in she would give them what she had.

rather fed their horses and she prepared them a dinner and

when they were ready.to leave Jesse James handed mother —

& twentye-dollar gold Piléce and thanked her for the meal.
. THR NEXT HOUWSE

%hen I was five yaa;.'a 0ld father ocut and prepared
the logs 2or & nev housm. The neighbors came and raised
the logs end put them acrogs, placed the clapboard roof,
~and laid the puncheon floor, ané moved the family's furn-
fture iny That night we had a dance and a supper as a
house-warminge While théy were working, Arthur Johnaon,
one of the men, got snake%bitten.

Tor a light; mother would take a piepan and put
tallow in it, end coil e piese of candle wicking amd
wallow this i{n the tallow, and light the end of the wick,
and as this burned we mﬁld pull it -wout of the coil, Ve
made lighters by taking a strip of paper and rolling it
tightly, and them folding over the end twice to keep it
fran unrolling., We kept a glass of these aftting on the

mantle,
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' SCHOOL
{\ At this time, thére was no school here except the
mission school thet had been established by the Juakeirs at
what is now Wyandotte, so my brother and I were sent thers
to school, ¥e stayed at the school and were sllowed to go
home eech six weeks and to stay from Friday to Sunday. Yes,
sone of us would run away, I tried it once and they came |
after me that nitqt about eleven and I had to go back, dut
I would not have tried it again for the next morning mother
would have taken me back and she would have made me walk,
and she would have ridden along with me to ses that I went, .
Unele Jerry Bubbard was in charge of the school and we had
good teachers, who although strict were good to us, We had
very pcor elothing, food, and quarters as they would 'Se
judged nowea~days dbut they were feeding, clothing, aixd teache
ing us at no expense to our parents and what they received
was allowed them from the Government,

The boys lmd\red duck: pants put together with rivets,
hickory shirts of blue and white, brogen shoes, common black
hats, no socks and no underwear, The girls wore blue denim
all made alike with cosrse canton flamnel underwear, heavy
shoes and the little girls had copper toes on their shoes,
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Our slesping room or dome as you would say today
was without fire, hard mstireases, coarse blankets and
no sheetn, What 414 we have to eat?K For broakfast, we
had, boiled beef, gravy, light'bread, and weask coffee,
ror dinneyr, cormbread, beans, gravy and water, For sup-f
per, two tubs were filled with sliced lightbread, in one
tnq fwo slices were put togother with Now Orlesns mo
/Iénaa end there wore rows of pegs about two feet apart,
we boys took our place et these,oms boy to & peg with the
larger boys in front and these led up o where two women
were in chaxrge of the two tubs of bread and as a doy moved
up to the peg in front of the tub one of the women would
say *With or without*® and if he said "With" .he was given
two slices of lightbreed put together with molasséy and if
it was without he was handed two slices of dry bread, these‘
we took end wert to where the pump was for water and t};io
Was our suppers '

Ma jor Redpatl; who was the agentu\ at the §eneca Ageney,
came o the mission one evening as we were receiving our
supper and shortly after the Govermment took over the Qchoﬁl;.
I was seven when this happeneds After that we had plenty
to eat, good alothes, ahoets, etcs Then our clothes were
gray unitorms \uth red atripa and the girl¥ recpived bluo
. flannel druus.

4/’
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| In those dm the only officers were the Indian
police, Father was COaptain of this for several years -
and received $10,00 per month and had six mep under him
who received #3,00 and all received rations. Father wes
mﬁp«cd to te om Jntf two days each week but wes at the
agency most of the time, Hia helpers only worked one
day each week, They policed the dances to keep whiskey
out, went dfter and returnmed the children to school who
Yon avay, When en Indden had tromble with a tement, they
‘adjusted this or put the tenant off snd adjusted mattors
Detween the Indians when they (the Indlems) had differences
and they would always do whst the sgent advised. They
never had any serious troudble, :
After we came. .here\father bYegan to get {nto the

cattle business and by the tims that I was large enough
tc ride we had a coplidsral?lo bunche We had a corral nt
the home i:laca ‘of better than a half acre, It had a stake
and rid& fence and here an_cﬁ year our cattle and cal?es
7ere rounded up and the young branded, Besides helping
with ours I have worked for other cattleman. I helped

Dawson Oook end Sem Childers ome winter. We had five
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hupdred then. We made Prairie Oity, nm; Q,goéohae, head~

guarters dbut our ghuck wagon was moved to different places

nmvhmnhadthacatﬂebntmalmakept 1t1ntho

tinder, I.oh of the newspaper storles of those deys were

greatly exsggerateds Many a thing that happened was only

oonaﬁerod fun then, Then there Were no flues as today

end each house had & stove-pipe thmug,h the r00f, There

was scarcely a one in the country that did not have bullet

holes through it for the boys and men in passing would take

a shot at 1t. The men understood and di1d not even get ‘

scared when they heard.the'shot. One Fourth of July(1664)

I remsader wo had a pionic at Pooler's Grove end there was

-a dance that night in Mismi in the ball above where the

Zillars dmce;ryisndweoaevenofus ceme to town and we

d1d see some drinking but none 5 us were end tahhe fun of-

1t we shot out the l1ghts in the hall and rode cur horses

out of town down ihe sidevalk, shooting 12 the efr emd yell-

Ins.‘lcmhavihgagoodtimeo P
Again, we lsarned that barrel of whiskey was to be '

unloaded fram the Frisco at Vyandotte, 80 three of ua neaded

that way end crossed Orend River snd I held the horses back

in the woods and the other two stoppeh the train anﬁ had the

the whiskey unloadeds They never touched or expected ang- ,
N
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thing else and took the whlskey to the ohuck wagbn which
was at that time four miles south of Ottawa in the woods.
Thi; was done for a Joke on the man that was to get the
whiskeys,

During the ten yeers that I was in the saddle, I
have ridden with many of those that sinceyﬂave beoome
pretty well known in this state, The Deltons had a home
east of Wyandotte and betwsen Highway 60 end 10 not very
fer from the Gilstrap home. They wers good shotse I
have seen one of them ride sround a good sized young tree

" snd keep shooting at the trunk ¢1ll they would cut it
dowm, My, Dawson here proudly displayed an old feshioned
single action Colt that he has owned for more than fifty
years,

° EVERYDAY LIFE
Ve raised corn, wheat and oats. ‘The grain was cut

. with a eradle and tread out. One of us children would
ride & horse round and round over the grain, Moat of our
berries and fruits ardd vogetables were dried though mother
did a little camning, We traded with George Mclammon at
Seneca, ¥issouri and paid our bil}'ogcg a yosr, always in
sapfémber. Fe |

The sick were taken care of and there was always
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someone there to help and not everyone at onge but the

neighbors arranged smong themselyes when they should go
#0 that there would always be gomsone at the homes

When Heary Sharie died, John Biend exd I leid hinm
‘out, end then walked to Wyandotte seven mfles to Dr.
Steaman and arvenged with him to send out & Goffin the
‘next day. The neighbors did everything, gug tﬁe grave

and the casket was plaeezl in a neighbcr's heek or
rathoy apring wagon and dgiven 80 slowly to i‘zhe cemetery ‘
with his naighbors and rriendQ rollovix;g.

One day, Uncle Irving long, who was then chief,
wes riving a tesm of mules to an oxewagon past Sy, Beaue
chempts place { who wes digging potetoes).Uncle Irving
got out of his wagon without a word and took"from the
wagon two saoks whieh he filled with potatoes and loaded
them Thto the wagon and without saying anything relative
$t0.the potatoes di‘oye off, Lator Mr. Beauchemp _needing
some hay hitched up to his wagon with a hey freme on 1t
and drove to Uncle Irving's haysiacks and helped himself
to es much hay s he wanted and drove hume With it.

Unecle Irving had a"'e.‘large ané very long log smoke
house gnd each year he kil'ipd many, many hogs and this or

. vather the poles would be fill of méate Later when sny of
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his friends were at his house when they left they would.
find oonoealed somewhere either in their wagon or m
sonnething he had wrapped uH snd given them a large pilece.
of meat or perhaps a whole, shoulder or ham, we didn't
have %o pen the hogs then. Theéy were earmarked and turne
el out, Just before Uncle Irvin died while hé wes sick
he called mother t0 his bed one day and told her that he
-owed a man in Baxter Springs a dollar and he wanted me to
take 'O;l.d Pox*, his favorite horse and go to Baxter and
pay the man for him, When he died, I rode two horses
down carrying the news through the country., He w&o buried
ot the John Blend Gemetery where my perants end”'soversl
others of the trife are, When this place wes sold the
owner came to the tribe and wanted $135,00 for that part
used as a cemetery s0 one Other msn and myself raised
waat we could snd put in the rest snd bought it, Hemry
Woody now lives on the place, To go t0 it, go two miles
south of Otteawa then two miles cast and one~half mile-
south,

¥o got our mail et & post office celled Grend
River, Ind, Ty. It was on the Frisco on the east aide of

su¥¥ivers I Bom*t knowwhen {t was established but it

448
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wag ﬁém when we ceme and remained there till 1t was
ména £o Wyendotte in 1887 when ivyaxiabtté Post Office
vas esteblished, My, Watts, o widower, was Pos% Master
~ and he had a few groceries therq. He had a small bullde
1ng made of slabs end 11;34 in the rear of the building,

| Eenry Hicks alac had a house theres To go there
¥s hed & émmn;ty skiff fastensd where the Neosho and
Grand cams together and this weas never lockg‘d 80 everye
-one usad it fram our side of the river, you had to row or
' paddle 4own the Jrim for I should judge tso blogks to
the bﬁndlns and whoever went‘ efter the mail brought the
mail for the n'eighboia as well. |

LATER LIFE )
I neglected to state that my sisters did not atart
10 school t1l1l after the Wyamdotte Miaaién was teken over
by the govermsent and later we were a1l sent o Haskell ‘
I graduated there in 1899, ?hen} vent to Donver where I
m;ne& for nine years and worked in haxdware ato?en.
I returned in April of 1909 and later met am}. on

December 27th, 1911 married Bounie Woolard who hed eome to
this oounty from MeDonald County, Missourt ,with her parentse

The next year I went into fhie Indlen Service and remained at
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Clinton, Oklshoma as District Faxmer till August of 1913,
From thore we went tp Albuquerque: Now Mexico’wbere I |
worked fn a hardware store for two yests. %hen I returne
ed to the Indian Jorvice and was sent to tho Rainy Moune
 tadn Gohool at Gotebo es expert fammer t{11 1917 when I
moved on my famm 3 miles south of Ottaws where I remaine
_.ed 'seven years, In 1924, I moved my femily to Miemi.

_ .o have two children, Temple who 1s Superintendent
of Kurses at the 9%, John's Hospitel in Joplin and my son
' chectar,mo helps me in my lamdry business here.
: RELICS

Mr. Dawson has in his possession some thix;gs that
he prizes véry highly. Among them {s a watch that his N
grandfather patd $460.00 for, some solid silver spoons with
his grandmotherts initials on them, a pe:e'nfit to write ine
surance that was issued to hie father in Bellfountaine in
1872 and two silk dresses that were given to his daughter
by his father's sister Elle which ere in an excellant
ntate of preservation and are o/v‘er seventy years old. One
is red snd the other is black,
CONCLUS IOR

9]
¥r. Dewson together with his wife and son ere now
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eonducting a growing ﬁuainese located east of their
residence on Thimr Avenue doutheast of this city and

ara active widsc awske business pevple.



