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Field VWorker's name ARDS Re. BaIT¥.

’

This report made on (dats) —-Mowezber 22, 1939,

l. Neme Mrs. Dors dillar

2. Post nffice Address X} ReRo,-Oklehame.
3. Residence address (or locatinnu) W‘
4, DATT OF MIRTH: frnth aprd Day 26 Vear 1864
5. Place of birth AReen_County lior.tAh Caroling

5. Tame' of Pather Ansecn Walking Place of birth Noxrth Cerolina,

Otlier- infarmatinn about father

7. Nare of 1heT papnis Bryant Welkiddfce of Birth gousy gerolina.

Other information abcut mother

——— ~—

v .
Yotes or complete narrative by the fisld worker dealing with the
life and story »f tiie person interviewed. Refer to lfanual for
suggested subjects and questicns. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this fcrm. Number of sheets
attached 14 .




MILLER, TORA MES. INTERVIEV. 9373,

Anns R. Berry,
Journalist,
Nov. 22, 1937,

.

An Interview With Dora Miller,
319 South BiskTord Street,
El1 Reno, Oklahoms.

-

Mrs. Dora Miller was born in }msen County, North
Carolina)on April Zé, 1806; the dsughter of Ansen Walkins
and Fannie (Bryant) Walkins. It u;as in 1872 when shé was
six yeérs old ;chat her parents along with thzir twelve ’
children one bright morning in Mey 1872, boerded General
. Bush's a‘p;ecia,l immigrant trsin bringing people to the West
* *to seek homes.

On this trip people were sllowed excursion rstes, but

after all with their family of fourteen, this trip seemed

_ rather expensive to them then, but they were lured from their

home in the East by & promise of a better‘liVelihood on the
preirie.

It ;ras at Gainesville, Texas, that this fami.y stopped
end steyed for several dsys; her father then purchased =
yoke of oxen, a wagon, & few cooking utensils, e smell
emount of bedding and loaded his wife and twelve children

into the wagon snd set out for parts unknown.
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This country was new to her father, and he did not
krow the directions, but they located on Big Red River st
Delaware Bend on the cld Indien Territory side.

Here her fsther took-fo %r%pping and hunting at this
time, there wss no market for eg;icultural products, but
furs end nides could be s0ld eesily. Mr. Welkins loved the
wild free 1ife of the hunter and trapoer, as this was the
work he had followed in North Cerolina so they just camped
in one plsce long enough to gef all the best furs before
moving on into a new region. They usually cemped for the
winter in the prgtection of some litt}e grove slong the
gstream. Some times, they built a 1ogsshanty but more often

g dugout was nade by digging & hole sbout ten feet square
" bank S

1

back 1nto‘the creek/end building a froft of logs or by
covering the opening with brush énd grass. 1.ext Mr. Walkins
end his sons would stiing out their traps for seversl miles
elong the stresn to catch thé fur-besring snimels of these
woods. DBusy deys end hard work fsllowed; in the forenoon
cewe & long tramp through the heavy snow or rain, baiting,
;etting traps, sometimes returning elmost empty-handed,

which meant 1lesas foodé for thié femly of twelve children,

[4
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and sgein he would come home heavilyﬂladen with geme, Each .
af ternoon wes spent skinning animale~and cering for the

furs snd pelis, 'A'hunting trip on the prairie usually

netted a8 buffalo skin ana enough meet to last this family

for several weeks.

Their meals were not always regulsr, but they ete well
and enjoyed their food., They had no time piece and cooked
when all felt hungry, regerdless of time., The cooking was
done over the camp fire esnd consisted mostly of geme roasted
end wild turkey or duck, roasted, fried or boiled venison,
buffalo, or antelope meast and often & big chunk of buffalo
or deer meat was cooked before the bright embers of the fire
and roasted to & golden brown, ;uicy and sweet, reedy to
serve at a moment's notice when the men returned .

In the evenings efter supper we spent time in molding
bullets, repeiring clothes, tslking, and wondering whet was
going on in the outside world.

Each evening their trusty friend, the rifle, had to be
cleaned and oiled, and while her father did this, MNrs.
Miller remembers.hearing her fath;r tell of narrow escapes

from wild snimeals end Indisanse.
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Their wants were few, their beds were made of prairie
hay covered with buffelo skins, a few simple cooking utensils,
blocks of wood and three-leggzed stools gerved for chairs, e
erude home~mede tahle, s box for a cupbosrd, end a bench
that served as 8 weshetsnd corpleted their simple hnuse furn-
ishings.

éy the door stood the trusty axe used to secure their
fuel supply. Mr. ¥Welkins had to be on the slert for the
\prowling Indien visitors who would rob him of his cattle as
well as supplies, end to guerd egainst this he frecuently
dug a hole lining it and protecting it against dempnese,
stored hi; furs in it. This hole was well hidden and the
surroundings ground covered with gress snd leaves to prevent
detection,.

The sides of little huis and barns were covered with
drying hides end in order to keep the mest i¢ wss " jerked®
or dried. There were two ways of "jerking” the mset., If
the westher wes the leest bit demp, & scaffold was built by
driving four forked sticks into the ground snd lesying other
sticks on these until s complete scaffold was formed large

snough to dry the flesh from & buffslo snd the flesh was
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cut from thé bones and sliced into th%p pieces then dipped
into boiling apecially prepsr-d brine to cure it thoroughly
to prevent spoiling. This usually took 8 day's time. If
flies were bad the smove kept ther. away from the meet. Tha
method they used to cure meaé was used when the weather wes
dry end warm end the mest was preperec in the sare way ex-
cept that no fire was placed uncder it ané the wind and sun
dried 1t in eight Hr ten hours so thet it w>1ld reep sl
sur..er in 8 dry place. Mr., Walkins soid his furs at Texter
sonetimes at Springtown., At this tire very few white peonle
lived in this part of thLe country, which was full of Indiem s.

Mr. welkins leesed gome Indian land enc¢ this femily in

3

"8 Tew days had & ten by twelve log hut built und Wereat hone.
The white people at this tiie felt chy vach afrasid of
the Indiens especiaslly the women snd children. These Indinns
would wslk right into sny home without knoeking, scust on -
the floor,. amoke and make themselves at hor.e. The ways and
habits »f white men were strunge 1 nd intereating to them and
they would plck up every cooving utersil und cxerine it.
Mrs.,ﬁhlkins was frightened many times when she looled up.

/

from her work st the fireplsce to see a burly warrior in her
B
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house. When these Indiana ceme to thelr house, their first

words were uguslly "Eot! Eatl"™ or {f they could sjieak a

little:more English it was "’e heep huHErYTﬁ"éud“#rs:~#slking

scered to desth, wes glac to feed ther to éﬁ%lraé éf them. ‘
They lost severd! g0 cove by the Indiins atealing

them; gaybe they would heve 18t the one milk cow staked on

@ leriet ro e when & gr 1p »f the hungry Indiéns would come

slong, cut the roje, kill this cow, rnd in e fee minutes

Pl

each one wnulé have » chun% of raw beecf eating ss fast .asn
M C‘ l‘r
he csuld.

In
~ -

Sometimes the Indiens did some treding with the settlors;
the gettlers secureé ceifien, beeds, pocketbnoke from the red

man, while the Inciens in retirn alwsys traded for sowething

to set. Raw-hide larista were treded for pork, wetermeldﬁp
end other food. ‘
In the hunting seeson Incdiens, returaing from & hunt,

often stopped at the ¥slkins home offering to trede buffalo

A

for "hogiie™ mest, ' es they celled it, or for corn mesl.
Indien scares st thi tirme were very com.on, mostly cansed

by Inditns who becere wild after s few drinks of the white

man's"fire water.” During these Indisn scereg many men

‘ /

/ /
/
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hooked up their cattle end horses, put their femilies and
household goeds into their wigons, and took flight to the
nearest settléﬁgnt for sefety.

one of the ;reetest herdships of this frontier life wes
the grest distence to town, the mill closest to the ‘alkins'
houge wes seventeen miles awsy eas wrg the blacvsuith shop end
the reilrond. ill these years they had¢ cooked on the open-
fire or sometimes over a2 mud ¢ud stick fireplace. "ne time
mhile her fether was st ~pringtown, he saw the cookstove Tor
the first time and bought it end brought it home and set it up,

.

He gdidn't know where %o build the fire. e thourht surely the
oven mst be the fire box so he built the tire in the oven.
Fach night her fether covered their fire so ss to have gome
coals alive to sturt the fire the next morning; this was céileﬂ
rgeed fire". He took as good care of this little fire eech
night s he ¢id his money. 1If this family let the fire die
out, they took ah old Indian flint, placzsd & small piece of
cotton down on it, sprinmkled s little gun powder over the
cotton, took -an old file and would strike up end d4own on the
flint until a gpark would light this piece of cotton. VMany

times neighbors came six or seven miles with & pot or pesn to

"borrow" fire.
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Okra seed was parched enc used as coffee by this
femily and they were carefui to seve and cere for these
okra seeds -and many times‘they made coffee by taking corn-
meal en. molesses snd frying thet. together until they were
powdered.

Their beking powder was riede by teking white cleen corn
cobsrand burning them, this powder was used gs bsking powder
in their molasses cskes; very few pastries were used. Wwhite
flour biscults were considered a trect for their family, but
¥rs. %alkins always nensged to have biscuits for breekfest
on Sundey. rorning and cooked whest eaten vith molasses wss
considered & good breskfast ceresl,

}r. Welkins kept & number of sheep &nd all their clothing

. -
were made of homespun cloth. This honespun cloth was ususlly
dyed brown from walnut hulls, nr black-jack bark which color-
ed purple, while they picked little leaves celled dye leaf
which dyed yellow.

Overalls were patched with flour sacking on which the
brand and éescription of the flour still shone in bright

blue lstters. }en had to lie in bed wh . le their wives mended _

their only pair of trousers. Wash day brought its problems
4
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to this frontier family as curing this time there wss no

bar soasp. Soft soap and hot water were put into s keg‘aﬂd‘
]

then the clothes were durmped into this mixture, the clothes

»

were first punched with & stick, then tseken oit and leid on
a block snd pounded with s battling sticﬁr
>
Yhen they thought the clothes were cleen they‘were*hdng

on bushes to dry. Weshboards, boilers &nd washing ~achine

3

Q?
were unhearc of, enc greet care was taken not to bres~ sgy

-

of the buttons with the battling stick for buttons were scerce

anc costly:'they vere nade of pearl or bone, n;stl§ bone,
Another way they washed their clothes, was to take 8
small piece of rope tie it eround the weist and rub the .?
clothes wi?h this rope until the clothes were clesu,
Soap~making was snother hard job for this fuzilyy et
rack wss ..ade of poles)over this was spread & layer of straw,
the ashes were saved and thrown on this reck. %ood eshes
were best, with the excec~tion of élack walnut. Hro-gtalk
eshes were used largely on the treeless pleins. whiYe the
ashes were saved during the winter, the meat seraps were

collected in & csn, all kinds of fat, the :rip:ings of

tallow &nd larc, and bones, for marrow imaskes good s0e. KTABSS.
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When the time cames to make soap, water was poured 6‘vea'

the ashes on this rack and the 1iquid which soaked t\hrough

the straw was caught in the pans, and for good soasp ti:ia

brown liquid had to be strong encuzh to hold up an egge

The meatAscrapa were put into a large iron kettle anmd, this

lye added, After several hours boiling, this formed a

slippery mass called soft soép. It was usually kept in

this form, but in later years hard soap was made,

. Starch for use in laundering was made of the .aste
which forms at the bottom of the vessel when potato water
is allowed to stand for several hourse Another method was
used after @eat grewing had been introduced, Vhéat and
bran were soaked in o0ld wooden tubs for several days and
the mixture of water and sotten‘ed grain was then strained
through clean straw and p;urod back into the tub to settle
and as soon as the water was clear, it was drained off and

the white pap placed in the sun %0 dry anl bleach.

100

One of their greatest dangers were prairie fires; they

feared these mare in the autumn when the grass and leaves

%as dry, these fires were generally set from the camp-fire

of a careless Indian, or the burning wads from the discharge

of a gun were encugh to start a dlazing, leaping fire which

B
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&
moved escrogs the prairie with the apeed of the wind, des-
troying aettlers‘barns, feed; winter\;ange, atacks of hay
and meny times stock. They tried to pyrotect their range
and th-ir homes by plowing sround them.  Two sets of furrows
were plowed two or more rods sgpart and on & ealr. day the
gress Setween wag burned snd this was calf§d a firebresk.
A person traveling slone on the prairie ei&sys carried a
few matches with whiech to save himself irom d\prairie fire,
it wes meny ti@eg necsssary for him to burn a i&ttle spot,
making & 1ittle island on which t}nnd while tha roaring
blaze passed him on each side. A number of times\the Walkins

razily saved their lives by sitting down on plowed gryuud.

Vhen Mr. Walkins went to the mill at Springtown which

;as seventeen miles away, Krs. Walkins end the childre
looked after the stock; it took severel dsys for him to e
this trip with his team >f oxen and when it was time for hi
to‘return, Doras would slip uponvthe hill and watch across
ltho prairie to ceteh £he firat sight of her father.

They very seldom went to town and Dore wes sixteen
years of age betore she ever remembe£bd seeiné 8 train. After

her father would return from a trip they all enjoyed hsaring
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him tell of his trip, He said that after he

arrived at the.mill he sat esround the store, or office of .
the livery bsrn, ate his,lunch,'and soaked up the hesat ;ntil,
closing time, then would take his blenrets &nd go to the
hayloft or an empty stall in the livery barn. A few strews
couldvbe seen in his hair and country people were often
called "hayseeds".

Everé town had 2 blscksmith shop and the frontier black-
smith w%&s no mere cobbler nor mskeshift workman; he could
maike 8 complete wagon or put spokes in & wheel thet had been
broken, *although most of his work consisted of shoeing
horses end oxen end sharPening plows. .

‘Harness-making was another trade and the herness-msker
made snd repaired harness snd shoes, One of the mein attrac -
tions in 8 harness éhOp was 8 large assortment of buggy whips.
0f the luxurious pleces to go in ; prairie town *he eat-
ing saloon, wes outstending. The countrymen who wanted to
enjoy a little luxury went to one of these eating sslonns
for a mesl while in town. Fresh cakes end pies were served,
sods pop end ice cream, treats to these poverty-stricken

homestesders.
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Nor was the livery stable withoutla lively bunch.
The office of:thp barn was 8 comfortable place for the
loafers of the town. A hot stove méde it comfortable end
ensbled travelers to hest bricks or stores for foot warmers,

. 4gon lonely trips scross the cold wind swept prairie.

In the evening the steble men entertained his cronies
pt checkers or cards. During the surmer days horse-shoe
pitel.ing was done in the shade of some building.

.

" The liverymen could tell the stranger sll about the
country; where the most desirsble clsims were, which treils
were best, where to cross the various cree s and rivers, and
how to get to un out~of-the way place. A strenger in these
towns de?irinp to meke a business trip could secure trans-

portation et the livery bsmn end these conveyences were called'.
"livery rig;". Fitt; niles was.considerad e full day's work
for one of these teums, usually the rate wes 35.00 for e

dey's drive anywhere within a renge of fifty miles. In the
little country stores men gathered around the roaring red-

stove ¢nd with heels high, chewed tobacc:, talked religion

and politics, whittled{ and ste cheese and crackers.

Pd
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Many customers ceme long distences end had to be
accammofiated for the night; in warm weather they camped out,
slesping under their wagons, but in winter months they sat
around the fire visiting until bed tir.e end then sprded their
blankets on the floor and slept.

Neat was seldom sold in the stoves ass town dwellers
bought their fresh mest &t the butcher shop. The butecher
secured geme from the homestesders end hunters esnd butchered
beef raised on the renches &nd ferms. As the towns grew,
butehering was done at slaughter-houses on the outs-irts of
the towns.

o 1% was in 16h6 that Pora Walking was merried to Henry
Oli;er Campbell, Sie is the mother\of ten children. In later
yeers her husband passed ewey &nd :'rs. felkins was married
to Lee Roy Miller and today Frs. Miller is comsidered one of

the oldest pione7r§ of Oklahoma.

-



