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Zaidee B. Blend, Interviewer,
May 26, 1937. '

Interview with W, T. Dale. -

L

<

My father, brother end sister had lived in

LA

Oklshome ten years before ,I moved out here although

A}

I had visited them several times.

I did not reslly move to Oklahoma to,stay until
November 1897. '

I left my home in Texas with two covered wagons,
three 16050 horses and two mules. It wes very warm
when we left home and there was not much of a‘rcad;
fie had more troudble pulling through the deep sand
north of Bowie than anywhere else. Ve wers twelve
days on the roasd not laying off for Sunday. The roed
was cavered with straw on each side of Doan's CPoss-
ing. We orossed nicely.

My quarter, Section 34, 3 Horth, 19 West, touched
the old town of Navajc on the southwest.

I‘know.that 1f someone had really filed on my

claim it was not under the Oklehoma Law but under
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the Texas law so I took a chance and went to Mangum

the next day end filed end here I am to this dey. 4

load of posts had been thrown on the land as I found

out when I cleared the grass away to dig my hole and

the  man who had thrown them there came to me when he
) . for the 8Bugout

found that I wes digging\the hole/and tried to scare

me away telling me thdt he had filed on my lemd. I

did - not scare very essily so he went to Mangum and

tried to have me stopped but found that I had filed

in rcgul?r form while throwing & load of posis on
thollénd méant nothing to the government.

I hauled lumber from Vernon fifty miles away to
ceil my dugout and put a floor in it for I hed heard
too much about spiders and snakes to risk my wife and‘
babies in a hole without all the protestion I could
give them.

I planted an orchard and bought nine mileh cows.

The first fifteen years 1 was here I so0ld $1,000.00

,é_;
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worth of calves. We had to haul all our cotton té
Vernon for selling and we got five cents & hundred
pounds for hauling ginned cotton to market.' I have
Sold corn for ten cents & buslel. _
W; did not have much of & market for anything. ////\i
But we hal lsts to eat at home. We had‘sweet'pota- ;
toes and lots of garden stur:. Sometimes I would
take & load of sweet potatoes to Altus or Mengum to
sel; but they never brought much of a sales price.

One year every man in our community pledged all
th; cotton he could grow on iro acres of land for a
‘gchool house and every man who went to Verunon was
to bfing back whatever lumber he could add to the
load Qg went ror’and wheh we got 8ll our lumber on
the grohnd it was prnid for and all the community
gathered and we men gave our time until the school

house was\bullt. The school entertainments and pic-

nics in t%r summer ware the only entertainments we

\ Is
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had. ﬁo had apoll}ng bees, eslocution contests and
singings at our school house and preach1n§ whenever
we could get a preacher w: ich was not very often for
wa did not have an organized church for a long time
end the missionaries bad all left with the Indians
and oowbS?é.

S. D..Jones cames into our communisy once and
taught an elood;ion school and gave a series of
concerts which wers enjoyed very much.

e had to go over into the Nation for all of
our wood and were always on the lookout for the
marshals. One day I had my wagon about losded with

* dead mesquite when I saw two men in & buggy going
portuwest. I knew that they hae seen me for they
kept looking basck at me and I oéuld hardly resisi
the temptation of unhitching my horses and making

a run for the river and getting oQtr into Kiowa

County where 1 knew they could not arrest me .
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Then I reasoned that I only hed dead wood in my
wagon and they wers not supposed to :are for dead
wood and about the only thing they would do yould
probably be to make me throw my load off so I got
sround on the other side of my wagon snd pretended
that 1 did not see them. In a few minutas the two

men turned ar-und and drove b ck to me and "hollered”,

*Hello", and I turned around pretending to be surprised

and s&id, "Howdy, Gentlemen, what can 1 do for you"?
They replied, "We are looking for a cow camp on Elk
Creek, can you tell us whether we ere going in the .
right direation?" "Yes, Gantlemer, you a&e going in
the right direction. Elk Orook is sbout fifteen mtles
farther on? I was glad I had not run away.

Once when soms of my neighboras went over to get
wood the Indians caught them and held them and we
Wore pretty badly frightened about them. Lots of
Indians came over to Navajo: every time they got paid

off to gamble end drink. About twenty-five Indians
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came over the very day we weres all gather;d at the
) stogowﬁﬁ tézk over the mézker of ouwr neighdbors who
had not returned 80 the Q;tizens Just held two In-
dians &s hosteges. The sheriff did sll that he
could to make us turn these two Indians loose for

3 N
ge was afraid it would cause real trouble. Finally
ﬁe said, ™Well, if you won't turn the Indiens loose
be aure youxho not hurt them! We sent one of the
Indians back across the river to tell the other In-
dians that when our boys ceme home we w>uld turn their
bucks loose. »

Our men came in in ayout two days so we let the
Indiens go.

One summf;;i; wife's sister came to see us and
one of our sudden storms czme up. All the bedding
had to be rollhd“up and pans and everything we sould
get our hands on‘hust be set to ¢atoh the water that

leaked throuéh our roof.

I guess my sister-in-lew was pretty badly scared
for she got right up on that big roll of bedding and

62;
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sat down and watched my wife trying to protect her
things from the watex. 'Aftojr watohing her awhile
she said to my wife whose neme was Carris, "Carrie,
you have morc/patienco than I would have, I am going
homg tomorrow?

She went home but the first letter from her
brougp} enough money in it for Carrie to vay for
the lumber for a room above the ground with a rédli
roof on it,

We still coo?ng\ii\tﬁo dugout and once when my
wife was 111 I took her'down and put her on a bed
8o that she could tell me howato cook. I got hor.
fixed comfortably and turned to go up the steps to\
ge over to the store to get something shQ wanted
when she screamed,"lom, look the roof of the dug-
o;t is falling dows don't you see that middle post

is giving away?" I took hold of the post to show

her how stout it was when the whole thing began



to come down. Thg'childfen began to scream. I
gith;ro& ny wife 'in my arms and qtartod up the
gtairs agein and ve ;1i got aﬁfolyhput of the dug-
-out. |
My brother, H. P. Dale, who wa; one of the

.’Judges of the Oklahoma Supreme Court 1nfi880,and-
_.my brother-in-law founded the town of Navajo . My
b:oth.r;1n~lawlwaa called "Buckskin Joe" although
'his real name was Joe wérka.

The tsvn of Navajc was established in 1885
by putting up a building and getting & little stook
of gogds end the rest of the town Just naturally -
gro; around that stores.

Judge Jim Harlin had a brother who was dis-

ipated. ! He was drifting about 1n‘§ho West and - .
é some way Judge Harlin heard he_wax ;:ut ﬁoro some~
where and wrote to me to knmow if I had heard of hinm.

I had, He was right here in the lfttlo town helping

in a 1ittle store. We all appreciated his eduoation

A}
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and our saloon kaope? who was & fine mafr would not
| 8ofl him too much whiskey so he was sober most of
the time. It was through Judge Harlin's brother
in Navajc that we got & post oftice there.

There were not & great many wild animals when we
came here although I killed oné beur right here in my
orchard. The bears used to be pretty dbad to get our
'young pigs and they would somstimes get ‘e _calf but
the wolves geve us éhe most troudble. They would.eat
anything alive that thoy~could catch~-pigs, clLickens,
colts and oalve;. We oannot'raisoﬂturkaya yet because
of the wolves. ‘Thixiarkoya étr&§\too far awey from
the house and the wolves catch them. Antelope used
. to be very plentiful. They would bunch up like sheep
and wé used them more for food then anything when we
riyﬁtcama unless perhaps fish or quail.

The mountain in front of the town while it is

really in the Wichita Rangofia called the Nawajo
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Mountain because t:e Navejos who lived away out
in Arigona used to come here snd tight ui&h. the
Comanche anq‘xioua Indians and once there was a
big battle right on this mountain which you can

ses from my front door.

»
&

'I‘h, Nevejos weré”‘tioteatod end rétired west-
ward but one poor old Navajo was 1eff on this
mountain. Ve never knew why he was Ieft. We never
‘knew whether he was wounded or whether he stayed
of‘hia own sccord but anyway there he was and he
oon%inued to liv; on that mountein fog |Any years.
So the mountain became known as Navajo to designate
it as the one on which the Indian lived and where

)
one must be careful in hunting or perhaps -tay away

\
from it altogether.
When the store was opened at the foot of the

mountaipn nsturally it was called Navajo .



G7
-DALE, W. T. INTERVIEWX. 4178
¥

11 &

Wow han_ a graveyard herejthatyis older than
any graveyard sanywhere else in the country; some
" of the graves wers in this semstery before the
Civil Wer. I do not know v;hother these graves are
those of Indians or not.
We used to have & Navajo Mining Company, Limited,
here. The officers of tha company used to tell us
oitizens that the word "limited” meant "limited in
.
chuck"”. Ve citizens thought 1t_mﬁaut that the men
who organized a cémpan;r to dig for gold in these

mountains were "limited" in brains.



