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Indian-Pioneer History Project for ©€klahoma

Field Worker's nams Alene D. MoDowmalY —
Tris report made on (date) Tupe 22, . . 1937

1. Name _ (Omyralas Moomey
o, Post Office Address __Route 1. Box 53, mtlesville, Oklah ope
2, Residence address (or location) 1611 West Pirst, partlesville |

. DATS OF BIRTH: - Nonth __ November - Day ___ Tear 1842
. Flace of birth W Tennesgee

W

(91}

¢. lame of Father Robert 9 mlley Place of birth Tennessee

OtLer informetion about father Buried in Tennegsee. Union soldier

7. Yexe of hother _Raghel Harrison-Talleglace of birth Kentuckey

Ot.er information about mother granddaughter of Wm.Henry Barrlson
President of’che}ﬂnitod States,

Note:c or complete marrative by the field worker dealing with the life ‘and
swry ol the person interviewed., Refer to hanual for suggested Subjects
2nd juestions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and atiach firmly tc
this form. Number of sheets attached 8 .
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ilaue 5. bebwoll
Research Field Worker -
Indian-Pioneer History,s-149 S
June 22 1937 :
Xy FIETY-T%Q*YEARS IN BARTLESVIILE
Given by Mrs. Cerelea Moomey
1611 West Pirst
Bartlesville, Oklzhoma

¥res.ferelea Talley-Green-Moomey was born
in Bamilton County, Temnessee, in November 1842.
Father - Robert Talley was born in Tennessee

and diled at the age of 72 years in his home

state. He served as a Union soldier in the Civil

war. He owned a2 300 acre blantatiqn and followed
agriculture on an extensiwe scale.
Mother - Rachel Harrison-Talley'was born
in Kentuckby and died in Tennessee at the age
of 70 years. R |
I was married to John Green, son of a leth="

odist minieter of the early‘40's. My husbani was
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-a farmer ani owned a large plantation in Tennessee

where we lived until his death. He served in the
Civil war as & Union séldier with the 5th. Tenn-
essee Infantry.

After my huééand's death I deoided to go to
Texas:.and packed up bag ané baggage and started

on a daring adventure. I had five children and

veryvlittle money, and did not realize the fool-
hardiness of this trip ﬂlen I made my plans. '
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I visited my siéter at Chattanooga, ,_Tenngssce
before starting on the long trip-to Texas and |
my brother-in-law advised my to some to the~~L —
Indian ‘Territory. I took his adﬁiiéfaﬁafzﬁ—gﬁeﬁ
I oame to the new sountry. We ocame to V;ﬁité
on the train and from Vinita %o Bartlesvil;.egt in
a wagon. ' . QZ

We settlednon the Melvin Goodhue place, south
of Bartlesvilj§\4% the foot of Cirole Mougtéin, in
a2 one room log ho§fe. Mr. Goodhue furnished-us 16
cows and told us +o pick the best ones fro; thg |
herd to milk, We fed five of them for thé mi 1k
and butter. The Indtansfﬁfggvto me and helgeq me
in many ways, they furnished us meag‘aléo helped
ne financidlly. i pieced quilts, washed and &id
general housework to clothe my fam}ly. I sewed
for people and made many shirtsfby ﬁépd fo; we
had no sewing machines then. % worked for Mrs.
¥illiam Johnstone in the home énd alsé sewed
for her. | |

+ William Johnstone, George B. Keéler aml

Nelson carépelpéd me in many ways and when
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my 1ittle girl died, shortly after my arrival
here these gdod men péid the funeral expenses.
- ' _wnen I settled in Bartlesville the town on

‘fﬁﬂﬁrimﬂih:&hﬂrjﬂLﬁaasv~rivarwuaa_lggatad on

North Delaware avenue., The first real hotel

was located where the Wwashington County Hospital
now stands and was rua by Frank Morgan. Goorge
Keeler later built a home on this location vhere
he lived for many ygaré. ¥illiam Johnstone's
ranch home was loaated where the Junior-Semior
Higﬁ Sohool. now stands at Eighth and Cherokee.
_ The grgatest f1ocd in the early days was

in 1885 when a ologd burst élong.the headwaters
of the Caney river sent a 26 foot wall of water
gweeping in and inundating all the low lagds.

on the south side of the river the water was
knee deep in the Johnstone-Kesler store.

Holding church in the eariy déys was not .
without its perils. The Delawares,due to their '
great chief, Journeyoako , were devout Chriatiane.

. They were in somewhat the7situation<xs the Idla

‘grimg in Massachusetts. It was nesessary to
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have guards about whiMs services were being held.
They were in danger of being attacked by renegade
whitesﬁnd ‘bad Indlans.

Frank Bucher atarted the first baﬁltng business
~ im the first-brick bunamg:on the Almeda hotel
location., _ |

Jake  Bartles had established a trading post
north of the river in 1877 and the msil was de--
livered to fﬁis point from Caffeyville, Kansag,in
the old ﬁ;il hack. This mail hack ie in the muse-
{uﬁx' at the Phil;ips ranh, southwest of Bartles-
ville. Whén.tiq#ér and Johnstone established a
store on the south side of tha river and tho post
office was later moved over to the new town, -Mre
Bartles deocided to move his buildings to a location
four miles north and established the town of Dewe .
He named the hew town for Admiral Dewoy,;haro of
the sFunSth~Amorioan War.

He moved - his store in the winter amnd owing to
the bad roads through the Cansy river bottoms it
took six months to accomplish the undoitdking; He

godd groceries from the sgtore during the entire
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removal, This store building is now looated
~onMain street in Dewey, where Highway 76
orossess The building is of solid walnut and

a few yearé ago, Joe, the only son of the late

AﬂAAJake_gggi;gglggg_gggv?qiiging remodeled and now
opergtes the Pioneer Cafe in the old building.
ur. Bartles‘built %he Bartles hotel across the

_gtreet from the sto?e, where he speunt his Xast

daysﬁin.retirement. f .

Mr., Bartlee was iunstrumental in building

what s now the Santa Fe railroad into Bartles=-

ville and the first telephone was at the Bartles

store on’ Caney river, "

The winter of 1886 I out pieoes pleced and
quilted fittoun quilts. Mr. Keelor ordered fast
golor material from Kansas City for these quilts,
(One of these quilts was on Mrs. Moomey's bed
vhen fhis interview éas taken)

I was working for Mrs. !1111am Johnstone when
I met ﬁ:. Moomey, & Union‘solligr of the 16th. ¢hio
Infantry., Mr. Johnstone, who had been my friend and

advisor since I had settled in the community, advised
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me to marry him, I wag,liying'on Goon Creek at
this time and we were married in my home by
Reverhd Blake; garrie Overlees made my wedding
droa;;. Moomey was & farmer and we bought a farm
of 1000 acr;s, inoluding pasture land, on Goon

1'oreek. This plade is known as the Shailer place.
%o built a good four room frame house where we
livéd for several years. The first year he clem¥sd
$1,000. Stella Bixlef worked for me while we lived
on this places She later married William Johunstone,
after the death of his wife.

I boughéra small tract of land, about one acre,
north of Dewey, and leased.it to an o0il company,
who drilled and brought in &.good well. It oleared
$150 per month. I then built a home in Dewey. °

¥e bought a lot at PFifth and Johnstone from
the @overmment and built a two story house. where
we lived for a nnmber‘of'years. The Youug.Men's -.
Christian Association is now loocated on tﬁe lot.
‘An Indian man, I do not remember his name, tried
to ¢laif our home as’his allotment , but could nof

prove his rights.
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Mr. Moomey built.a store building for Bob
B;kdley aud Jim Bryant, ou Seocond street, then
the Xain street of Bartlesville, where they
oPe;ated a general merchandise store. They paid
him $15.00 a month rent. |

v

Mrs. Armstrong and Mrs. Overlees, mothers of

,‘ Mrs.and Mrs. P.M,0verlees, who played an aoctive

ﬁért in the building of Bartlesville, were very

dear fr¥sends of mine and have helped me over -

many rough places with my femily when I first = ——

came here, Mrs. Armstrong was a Delawdre and wag

the daughter of the great Jelaware Chief, Charles

Journeyoake,.whé was s missionary amohg the Indians

. and early day settlers here. I am not an Indian

but I,was named for & Charskee Indian,
President William Henry Harrison was my great
granifather and helped to write the constitution

" of the United States.

My father and five brothers served during the

Tivil Yar, Pour of my brothers were on the Union

‘side and one was & Rebel. He had married a $unuﬁu§31

-woman in Arkansas, but against her wishes he joined

the Union side. After he was captured the Rebels
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made himfgoin the gputharn ranks, mn;j; he
gerved fhrough the duration of thé wax. Moét
of the soXliers were buried at ﬁhattanooga,
Tenngssee. '

I received ver& 1ittl; education and can
only write ry name, enough to sign my pension
oheck of $4C. a ronth. I attended sshool in
Tennessgee and our schogl house bhad puncheon
floore'andfseéts. ' >

. © GOLAENT S.. S

Grandma Moomey is 94 years o0ld and has had
many difficult experienses in her long life.
- She is a dear old l;ﬁy and is loved éy every
one who Xnows her{’Sha wes d;lighted to give
.usiger stéry of her eérly experiences and)
aﬁ%fééﬁates the opportunity to relate these

experiences for the fubure generation.



