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MY FESTY-TWQ, YEARS IN BARTIESVILLE
Given by Mrs. Qerelea Mooaey

1511 West F irs t
B a r t l e s v i l l e , Oklahoma

Talley-Green-lioomey was born

i n Hamilton County, ^enneeeee, in November 1842*

Father - Robert Tal ley was born i n Tennessee

and died at the age of 72 year? i n h i s home

s t a t e . He served as 'a Union so ld i er in the Civ i l

iTar» He oamed a 200 aore plantat ion and followed

agrioulture on an extensive s c a l e .

Hotter - Raohel Harrison-Talley was born

in Kentuok^y and died i n Tennessee at the age

of 70 years*

I was married t o John Green, son of a Meth-

odist minit ter of t h e ear ly 40*8. Ky'husband was

•a farmer and owned a large p lantat ion i n Tennessee

where we l ived u n t i l h i s death. He served in the

Oivil war as a Union s61dier with the 5th . Tenn-

essee Infantry.

After my husband's death I decided to go t o

Texas, and packed up bag and baggage and s tarted

on a daring adventure* I had f i v e chi ldren and

very l i t t l e money, and did not r e a l i z e the f o o l -

hardy ness of t h i s t r i p i£en I made my p lans .
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I visited my sister at Ohattanopga, Tennessee

before starting on the long tr ip to fcexas and

my brother-in-law advised my to oome t-o the^ -

Indian "fsrritory. I took his advTce ̂ nd in \S85

I oame to the new country, We oam.e to V^nita

on the train and from Vinita^bo Bartlesville; in

a wagon. . ^

We settled-^on the Melvin Goodhue place, sojith

of Bartlesville art the foot of Otrole Mountain, in

a one room log hokse. Mr. Goodhue furnished -us 16

oows and told us to piok the best ones from the

herd to milk, We fed five of them for the milk

and butter. The Indians^foe to me and helped me

in many ways, they.furnished us meat also helped

me financially. I pieced quilts , washed and did

general housework to olothe my family. I sewed

for people and made many shirts by hand for we

had no sewing machines then. 1 worked for Mrs.

William johnstone in the home and also sewed

for her.

• William Jphnstone, George B» Keeler and

Nelson Carimelped me in •any ways and when
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my l i t t l e girl died, shortly after my arrival

here, these good men paid the funeral expenses.

L set tied in Bartlesville the town on^

North"Delaware avenue. The f irst real hotel

was looated where th» Washington Oounty Hospital

now stands and was run by tfrank Morgan. George

Keeler later built a home on this location rfaere

hf lived for many years. William Johnstone's

ranch home was looated where the Junior-Senior

High School now stands at Eighth and Cherokee.

The greatest flood in the early days waB

in 1885 when a cloud burst along the headwaters

of the Oaney river sent a 25 foot wall of water^

sweeping in and inundating a l l the low lands.

On the south side of the river the water was

knee deep in the Johnstone-Keeler store.

Holding ohuroh in the early days was not .

without i t s peri ls . The Delawar*stdue to their

great chief,Journeycake , were devout Christians,

They were in somewhat th©7 situation as th« Pil-

grims in Massachusetts. It was necessary to
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have guards about whi3& services were being held.

They were la danger of being attacked by renegade

whiteejand bad Intiane* - . -

Frank Buoher started the first baftklng business

In the^first-^briok buildings on the Almeda hotel

looation*

Jake> Bartles had established a trading post

north of the river in 1877 and the mail was de-

livered to this point from Qoffeyville, Kansas, in

the old mail hack. This mail haok i s in the must-

at the Phillips ran™, southwest of Bartles-

v i l l e . then teeler and Johnstone established a

store on the south side of the river and thej post

office was later moved over to the new town, l£r»

Bartlte deoided to move his buildings to a looation

four mile8 north and established the town of Dewey,

He named the new town, for Admiral Dewey, hero of

the Spanlah-lmerioan War*

He moved his store in the winter and owing to

the bad roads through the Canty river bottoms i t

took six months to accomplish the undertaking* He

sold grooeriee from the store during the entire
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removal* This store building is now located

street in Dewey, where Highway 76

crosses. The building Is of solid walnut an&

a few years ago, Joe, the only son of the late

[ake Bartles>hal_the building remodeled and now

operates the pioneer Oafe in the old building.

Mr* Bartles built the Bartles hotel aoross the

street from the store, where he spent his last

days in retirement* %

Mr. Bartlee was Instrumental in building

what i s now the Santa 3*e railroad into Bartles-

v i l l e , and the f irst telephone was at the Bartles

store on.Oaney river*

The winter of 1886 I out pieces, pieced and

quilted fifteen quilts* Mr* Xeeler, ordered fast

color material from Kansas Oity for these quilts*

(One of these quilts was on Mrs. Uoomey's bed

when this interview was taken)

I was working for Mrs* William Johns tone when

I met Mr. Koomey, a Union sol i ier of the 16th. Ohio

Infantry* Mr* Johnstone, who had been my friend and

advisor since I had settled in the community, advised
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me to marry him. I wa.s, living on Ooon Greek at

this time and we were married in my home by

Beverjtd Blake* Carrie Overlees made my wedding
dress*

Mr* Moomey was a farmer and we bought a farm

of 1000 aores, including pasture land, on Ooon

creek* tfhis place i s known as the Shailer plaoe*

ê built a good four room frame house where we

lived for several yeare* The f irst year he cleaned

§1,000. Stella Bixler worked for me while we lived

on this plaoe* She later married William Johnstone,

after the death of his wife*
v

I bought a small traot of land, about one acre*

north of Dewey, and leased.it to an o i l oompany,

who drilled and brought in a, good well. It cleared

(150 per month. I ilhen built a home in Dewey.

We bought a lot at Fifth and Johnston* from

the government and built a two story house, where

we lived for a number of years* The Yc&ag Itn'8

Christian Association i s now located on the lot*

An Indian man, I do not remember his name, tried

to Claim our home ae his allotment, but could not

prove his rights*
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. Mr. Moomey built a etpre building for Bob

Bradley aod Jim Bryant, on Seoond s tree t , then

the Main street of Bart lesv i l le , where they

operated a general merchandise store. They paid

him $15.00 a month rent.

Mrs* Armstrong and lirs* Qverlees, mothers of

Mri-aad Mrs. J?,M*Overlees, who played an aotive

part in the "building of Bart lesv i l le , were Yexy

dear fi iends of mine and have helped me over

_ _many_ rough__plao es-wit h jny_ ism 13^. -*?hen I - f i r s t

oame here* l£rs« Armstrong was a Delaware and was

the daughter of the great Delaware Chief, Oharles

Journeyoai:e,«vWh6 was a missionary among the Indians

and early day se t t l ers here* I am not an Indian

but 2,was named for a Oherukee Indian*

Resident William Henry Harrison was my great

grandfather and helped to write the constitution

•} ' of the United States.

! • My father and f ive brothers served during the

S iv i i ^art. Four of my brothers were on the Union

side and one was a Rebel. He had married a ^O-u*-kern

woman in Arkansas, but against her wishes he joined

the Union side* After he was captured the Rebels
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made him Ĵoin the southern ranks,. «her^

served through the duration of the war. Most

of the soldiers were buried at Chattanooga,

Tennessee.

I received very little education and can

only write nsy name, enough to sign «y pension

oheok of $40. a no nth'. I attended sohool in

Tennessee and our sobool house had punoheon

floors'and ̂ eeat s• *

Grandma Moomey is 94 years old and has had

many difficult experiences in her long life*

• She is a dear old lady and is loved by every

one ftho Itnowm her. She was delighted to give

.us-her st<Sry of her early experiences and

?reciates the opportunity to relate these

experiences for the future, generation.


