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1., Name #, H, Day

2. Post Ortice Address Day Building .nid, Ovlehoms.

3. Residcnce address (or location) 973 North Independesnce

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month _ August Day 21, __ Year 136

S5« Place of birth Ohio

6. Name of Father Nethan Day Place of birth Pennsylvenia

Other information atout father

7. Neme of Mother Xe&therine Ellington Place of birth Pennsylvenia
Other informstion about mother .
J /

Notes or complete narretive by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson interviewed, Rcfer to Manual for sugwested subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to
this forme Number of shects attached b . .
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Pield iorker, Merrill A. Nelson,
October 19, 1937.

Interview with v. H. Dey, »
Enid, Oklehoms,,

My fhther wes first & fermer, thefi a shoemaker,
end finslly a seloon keeper. ’ly mOS;er hed ten
children. There were two boys beside 1yself. Both¢
of them were fermers. Cne died &ouny. There were
seven sisters. My verents were buried in Sumner County,
Kensas, neer gﬁstin.

I came to the Strip first in 13876; we had come to
¥ansss in i%%.. .e settled in Township 36, Renge 2,
in Sumner County. I cesme d~wn the 0ld Chisholm Trsii
to Enid. There was no lake over at Covernment Sprines,
only = pool. There wes not even & bsrrel there then.
At thet time, T wes in Celdwell end had_come dnown here
to get work, bringing & bunch of cattle heck up into
Fe.ses. I met the outfit with whom I was to get

employment one mile south of Government Sorings), we

-were driving sbout ten thousand head. There were
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perhaps twenty-five men or Epre in the outfit driving thig
large herd, also about fifty saddle horses and a cook wagon
in our outfit going up the trail. This was about the only
time I c¢ame so far down the trail, althouéh I crossed the
border into the Striﬁ several times, When I first came, _
Pond Creek and Bull Foot were tye only ranches. I recall
several stage stations or places where the cattlemen would
stop. There was Bull Foot Ranch near Dover. Thers was
the Wild Horse Ranch which I think was near Kremlin. There
was also a ranch near the present State Infirmary at Enid.
I came in this country on horseback the first time, but
when I moved here in 1897 the trail was practically closed,
I forget the number of my place but it was about eight miles
1"68t and one mile south of town., I had tried to get into
the Cherokee Strip as a Sooner but failed to make it. I had
made several trips into the Strip before the opening, I
used to haul wood from Shoc Fly Creek, near §gnnewell, and
northeast of there nearly to the Kansas Line, I rode the
Hunnewell Trail once after the Strip was opened. I also
rode fon the Arkansas City Trail, A great many people think .

that the numbers of cattle in this country were marvel-
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oug but the truth is thet there are more cat.ie 1n the
country now ivhen there were then. There should be a
more careful‘study of the location of old trrils.
The topogrephy of the old trrils was to keep on as high
e g}o;nd es nossible s¢ the. could see 2 little in
all directions, possibly tn avoid et*acks.

' £

There was one old bufelo in the county in 1877,

énd how the furmem end hunters chesed after thet old
» .

animal.
.Outlews rode up and down the treil. Personally,

I em not so sure that Pat Hennessey was killed by the

Com,

-

‘Indians. I understand he wes ﬂriviné Covernment mules,
If the Indiens hed killed Bet the Government would
have tried to get the mules'beck. I never heerd of
eny such effort. hites used fo blame the Indians fér
meny things they did not do.

%
There were no toll bridges t. speak of in those

»
eerlier deys. 4 real cowboy would have swum the river
rather than pay s quartef t0ll. There was a toll bridge

" atinaderko about 1386. Frank Case bought some horses
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from me in Texes. They would not let my horses cross
the bridge for feer of the vwibretionm.
| John Eden of <aynoka wes one of the best riders
I ever saw. IHe could not ride a horse ¥ithout mrking
its back sore. He would ride finst on one side and
then on the other. CSometimes he would ride into & bunch
of cattle,rthrow his coat over his hesd and sceire the
‘céttle. If the owner of the cattle had known of this
he would heve killed iden.

It was in 1877, south of Dodge City, that I went
into cowboy work. As & cowboy I learned many lessons
on how to cere for & large number of catt;e. In quell-
ing e stempede, for instence, if you cen get the cat-
tle to circle you cen often prevent trouble. They will
then run round £nd round end >ear themselves out. The
object is to head off the leader. This is herd to do;
hard on the men, ﬁard on the horses.

John Eden workeé for old Joe Miller, originetor of the

101 Rench whose rench was loceted beg¥een Arkansas

City eand .infield. We got in some kind of trou'le with
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the commissioners, then dec&ded to start the 101 Ranch.
" He would get cattle from the stockyards at'Kanses City
an& place them on his r2nch to fetten. Later, he got

& coﬁhission to providé cettle for the Indians. John
Eden, Bill Colby end Sem Ridings were working for

Joe "iller. rhen they were grezing cettle on consien-
ment from Xansas City, sometimés the com—ission men’ or
Govern&;nt men there,who sent out the cattle,would send
men to count them. Aﬁen céttle were counted this way
cattlgmen would sometimes drive a herd fram one place
to another and'thu; the cettle were counted twice. Cne
time & man did this to such an extent that when he sold
some he still hed more than when he started. Another
fellmg later, with Eden, was sent to the penitentiaryl/
for steaiing horses. There were twenty-five to thirty
in the bunch stolen. In one case 670 head were count-
ed to be as meny 8s 1500 heaed by this moving of part of
of the herd way over in another direction where 8 main

division of the con~icsion's or Covernmen§SCattle‘were

loceted, ’ L
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The Chicago Cattle Comnany was one of the large

companiés which let out cattle on consignﬁent this

N “\x.{

e LU

way.
I wanted a farm'where the Pond Creek emnptied into
the Selt Tork. 73ut though I got in sheed of time,
there was slreedy & fellow in there plourshing with a
yoke of oxen. Neer 3elle Plaine it is s»id thst nge
would pey Sooners to hold claims till they got there.
These last could then swe:r that they d%d not come in
till after the run. I was told thet a fellow wes peid
$500.00 in this way for holding the cleim T wanted.
It was claimed you could get in if you bribed & sol@ier

by paying e few dollars., QX\\

The history of the Jonesvildle Addition was another

kind of fraud. Even after the coq?t eclaréd that

Cook had e right to his homestead, it ie stated that the
Secretery of the .nterior gave it to the squatterse who
had moved onto the claim.

In 1897 I got & relinquishment on e place eight

miles west #n’ one mile south of nid and one mile
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gouth of the «ilcox ~ost Office. T kept it two years.
Barr was eight miles west and meveral miles south of
my claim which was N& ;, Sec. 23; Twp. 23, Range 7.
I lived in & sod hoﬁse as did so meny others on their
farms. I got ky Term for soeculatign. So I spent
some of my time in Sumner Gounty, Kzneas, at my parents’
place. D .

I recall the winter of 1385-86. John /ynn and -

. > of -crttle ,

Geo. Clerk bourht 2 lerge bunch/and lost them &ll near
Pond Creek. The cattle hsd gothing to"eat and the
creek froze over 2nd when they %gié out on the ice to
drink. they were drowned: Onelmanlhgd 2500 heed of
horses and lost all but 500 hend: ﬁf\égso hed 27,000
head of cattle and lost ali tmt 500 he; , but this was

before the Strip ovened. e traded at f¥Yilcox and at

Enid. I went through the experiences of theé ploneers

as did so meny others there on that homeste=

but
) _ N
now [ am interested in business, real estate, intlud- /
ing the Day Building. I heve three sons. \\ :
\

One of the esrliest treils and it is claimed =

far more important trail)wyb the Wastern Trail whose
I

| T
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northern teminus was Ooiogah, which came to be guite
a place in early days. The Union Pacificfgggl%pened
in 1869 and this trail wes forced to connect ter-
ritory as far south as El Paso with this shippinolpoint.
Jim Thrells wa: a sheriff near Caldwell. lie said
that if you had a hundred men, you could not cetch a
_~"bad nen west of Medford-for it was as hard %o get then
g there as in the Cookson Hills. A certain party became
angry with the sheiff near Medford and shouted "Boys,
let's get our winchesters," so they shot the officer
deed,right in the main street of Caldwell. They then
got on théir horses end went west of Hedford)and never
were these men ceught. 2
Jim Thralls, a sheriff end a posse surrounded a
fellow and his gang west of Medford. "Keep your head
down," ordered the sheriff, warning\an Easterner: The
6utlaw, Jim TElet,or one of his men shot a bullet
through this man's hat from his retrsct and he kept

a lower position after thet. The sheriff ani his men

went into thet csnyon the next dsy, thinking they

t
»
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would find the men as they had steep canyon walls on
21l sides. But by putting one men on top of the

shoulders of another and still & third on top of him,

who ecrambled to the top and put & rope around a

stump, the outlews managed to get out and they were

never seen in Indien Territory aéain.
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