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Field Worker: laurise R. Anderson - =97
e Mareh 30, 1937
BIOGRAPEY OF Mr. Jos Davis (White) ‘
3 wiles Vest of
Pauls Valley, Okh.hc-g
BORK Alabexm
March 21, 1881
PARENTS Father, James Robert Davis, Alabams (deces:

Mother, 1411ie Blackwsll, Alabama {deceased)

A SIS IS I SIS I S

Story told by Mr. Joe Davis, born March 21, 1881 im Alabamss.

I game to the Indian Territory with my father and mother in
1892. I was eleven years o0ld, we came through on the Santa Fe train
from Texas to Pauls Valley, Indian Territory. On arriving at Pauls
Valley, my father bought two horses wnd a wagon, we loaded up our
household things, that my father had shipped through. I was not
much, we had four omia, table, home made bed stead and a few
other housshold things. |

My Father moved to Purdy, a little place about twenty-five
miles southwest of Pauls Valley, there was a stors, long school
houo.e, blacksnith shop and a griet mill. This mill wes run by
steam and owned by Mr. Hart. The blacksmith shop was owned by Jim |
Welch. I do not remember who owned the store. /

I went 4o schocl at this log schoel house, a white woman was
xy teacher, I do not remember her mame: My fathor had to pay her
ons dollar a moth for me, us kids that went te this school did not
have desk's we used slated and set on hued down logs fer seats. I
had & blue back speller snd & readér. I think thers was about 35
or 30 children went to this sshool, the year I went. I did not ge
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mugh tl;o sesod term, oAnly‘ on days we ocould not work in the fields.
I had %0 help my father on‘ the ‘farm,

My father had about one hundred acres leaved, he raised
lods of eorn and cotton. He would haul that edtton to Paule
Valley omthe Washita river. I believe this mill and gin wus run
by water power and I think it was in 1904 that this mill and ¢gin
wort out of business.

'ﬂ}oro was lots of deer around Purdy, when we moved there.
.1 have seen us high s fifteen dwer in one drove, around the Zoot
of the Table mountains, south of Purdy. Wild turkey's I have
shelled corn and fed them. About a mile from our house was a big
turkey roast, the would come sround our corn erib early of a
morning, we oouid have turkey anytime to eat if we wanted to. 1
have gone hunting and would not even shoot at a turkey. 1 like
rabbits dbetter, there were lots of coon, opossum and ukunklo ;f-
round Purdy.

1 %rokc wild horse for my father when I was fouriees
yoar old. Sunday, that was our "fun day”. AfSer Sunday School
a group of boys that lived o;rpund Purdy, would meet at my home, . _
nearly all owned saddle horses. We would go out on the prairie.
There was not very many fenees then. We would rope calvees and
have our own rodeo, riding these calves on Sundays was vhen I
learned to ride. When I was at the age of {ifteen, I was not
afraid to try any wild brones or I did not ears how big the
steers were. We bops would make up five doller purses for the

best rider for that day. I bave won several times.
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My father raised some milo and hogs but in. main orop
was goran. Corn was cheap then, 1 have seen my father sell cora
for fifteen cents a‘bushol. My father sold about twenty asres
of corn for ten cents a bushel in the field. I don't know how
much corn the men he sold that year gathered, bus we usually
nade forty té fifiy Wushels an acrs.

1 lived with my father and mother around Purdy, umtill
I was married in 1900, I merried Kiss. Sarzh Msleccat, daughter
of ¥. M, ¥alecoats, vho was a big cattle man around Purdy, when
ry father moved there. My wife was born at Purdy, I do not
‘know hew long her people had been in the Indian Territory, before
my father and mother csme here.

Afs ting married 1 moved on & farm and went to
farming for my s®lf, in later years I have raised ;; high as
seventy five bales of cotton a year.

My wife and I have reared ten children. I now live three
miles west of Pauls Vulioy. I have lived arcund in what is now

Garvin county for 45 years.



