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Maurice R. Anderson
Invest igator
December 17, 1937

Interview with Alice Curry
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma,

I was born in Love Valley in the Choctaw Nation, in 1867.

My mother was owned by .->obe Love and was brought to the Indian

Terri tory when only a small g i r l . My father was owned by a

Creek Indian named Day and f a the r ' s name w-̂ s Phil Day u n t i l

af ter the close of tbe Civi l War. -a-t tha t t ime he l e f t t h i s

Creek Indian and ehanged h i s name t o ^hi l Robison.

My father has told me that there was a white man whom he

found lying beside the road l a t e one evening. He to< k the white

man to h is master ' s house and in a few weeks t h i s white man who

had been shot was w e l l . The white man's* name was Robison so

when my father l e f t the Creek Indian jaC c-me to Love Talley

he changed his name t o Robison.

I t was aoout one year a f te r the close of tbe >«ar that my

father said he went to work for Mr. Love who had owned my

mother. My mother said "she had no place to ?o a f t e r the #ar sp

Master Love l e t her s t ay with him and hel-i with the housework.

After my father went to work there he met and married ray mother.
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He worked for Sobe Love for two years, then he move*! across

Rod Rivsr and began farming for himself.

I remember when I was about th i r teen years old there

was a store called Colbert*s s ta t ion , just across Red Hiver

in the Indian t e r r i t o r y from where we l ived. Every year there

would be a big picnic held there which would Ia3t sometimes

from three to four days. I have heard my father say th is

picnic was put on by the cattlemen and sometiiaes there would

be a thousand people there. , I t was for anyone who wanted t o

come and there would he free >arbecue. There was always a

merry-go-round which was pulled by a mule, i-iesides the lemon-

ade stands there were two bi~ dance olatfoirr-s, one for the

white people and one for the colored. *he Ohickapaws iind

Choctaws had a place cleared off for t h e i r dance ground and

they would have a f i r e in the center of t h e i r dance ground.

All the "music they had was a drum of some kind. Say father

would help make rausic for the white neople. There would be

a United States iSarsha^ and an Indian oolice the re . When an

Indian got drunk the Indian police would take him and hand-

cuff him to. a t r ee and leave him there u n t i l he sobered up
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and then' tu rn him loose . Sometimes these dances would go on

a l l n i g h t .

While we were l i v i n g tne re my fa ther would come t o Pauls

Val ley every f a l l and gather corn and I have heard him say he

helped build Smith P a u l ' s b ig rock house tha t s tands on the

h i l l a t the south s ide of where Pauls v a l l e y i s now.

In 1900 we moved from Texas t o ^ynn/ewoodj in t e Chickasaw

Nation and rented a fara on the WashTta Kiver and fanned two

y e a r s , t hen we moved on the r i v e r southeast of Pau ls Valley

and leased a farm and l i ved t h e r e u n t i l 1908. At t h a t time

the tfashita .River overflowed and washed everything we had away;

then my f a the r moved i n t o Pauls Valley, and went t o work by t h e

day. ,
o

When my father died he was (guessed to have beer, one hun-

dred and nineteen years old.

I now live In Pauls Valley where I have lived since 1908.


