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CUNNR TUBBY, MRS IDA. INTERVIEW, 9352.
John ¥. Daugherty,
December 1, 1037,
Investigator.
An Interview With Mrs. Ida
Cunnstubby, vavis, Oklahoma,
My father was Cyrus Gilbert, born in the Chickeeaw

Ration on Blue River. Mother was Luey Alexander, born

near Berwyr in the Chiokasaw Nation. Father was a

™

farmer. ‘thers wers five girls in our family. I was

bora on Rock Creek, southeast of Sulphur, about 18283,

I attended the Indian schools at Sulphur agd Davis, during
the first five years of my schooling. ‘then mother died.
and Father sent me to the orphan's houe at iebanon, east

of Marietta. ' /

e
e

This was a home for both boys and girls of the
Chickasaws and Choctaws. QOur sleeping roomg/y6429:p-
stairs, and the classrooms and dining rggm/;ere on the
first floor.

The girls halped wash dishgs and lron andﬁa woman
was hired by the Chickusaw Goiérnnnnt to do th; laundry.
A negro and a white womsn did the cooking. ‘there was g
Superintendent of Publiec Insﬁruction who was appointed

by both housss, who davoted his time to visiting the

Government institutions and this wmus one of the

3873



’
1
t

| | L _ _ 384 °
OUNNETUBBY, MRS 1Di. _ INTERVIEW. 9352,

-2

institutions which he .visited. Tﬁese institutions were
aupporéed by th; Chiickasaw Govarﬁment through the United
States Treasury, A sum Gf $50,000,00 was paid to the
Chickasaws semi-annually for the support of their
schools. ‘this monsy was the interest which accumulated
on investments in United States vonds. |
vam“chickn aw politicswere very exciting at tines in
the early/ijys. My father has told me of a fight be-
twesen two parties in 1880, Ex-goveQnor ﬂarfis was being
rur by one side and B. Barney wus on the oéposing side.
Herris had served four terms as (joveraor. Be-@as a
very popular Goveraor, and peace prevailed throughout '
Ris four terms. Governor Overton got'posseaaion of the
returns before Governor Harris was installed and caucel-
led gpough votes Lo elect ir. Burmsy, who was & membar of
his party. After this, Gévernor Harris decided he would
nsver again run for office. It was then that gévernQr
Harris put im a grist mill on Mill Creek, where my father
always wént to have his eorn ground into meual. It was
impossible to0 buy meal at the stores. Everybody had a

Tom Fuller patch and raised corn for their meal. Klour
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was very scarce and very high, so na;rly everybody used
corn bread. uiscuits were a rare treat.

Grandmother told me of an exciting adventure she had
with the Comanche Indians near the Arbuckle Mountains-
| when she was a girl. 8he und &« neighbor girl decided to
ride to another neighbors houss, about five miles away,

one day to do some sewing. <here were %ery fow aewingb
machines in those days aad when a woman was fortunate
enough to own ons, the neighbors for miles around would
use 1it,

If was & beautiful clear fall day, and as the two
girls rode along they saw a herd of horses being driwven
by one msn, whom theay thought was the slave of the' paople
to whose house they wers going. ‘fhe girl suggested that
tﬁey race with this man as he drove t;; horses. -No
sooner was this suggestion made, thah'thoy wore off Qt
full speed., 10 tpeir horror they scon discovered they
were not racing with & slave, but with a coﬁanche Inaian,
They tgrned th;ir horses around in an effort to retreat.
The Indian gave : yeoll and a héat of Indiuns appeared. |

‘he girls looked back and to their amezement they were
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being followed by this bend of Gomenches.

Giéndmothor wanted to Jump from her horse and hide
in the underbrush near the ;rail, but the other’girl
wanted to go on and try fq ggﬁrgn 4her to the house.
Fimally Grandmother felt tﬁét the best taing to do was to
get off of the horse, ‘this she did. <the horse. continusd
to%run, and yrandmother orouched in the underbrush near
ths trail, <+the Indians rushed madly past her. rhe’
_material which she ias carrying fell Yo the ground as
she jumped and the other girl dropped hers at about the
Same place., As the Indians raced by they stooped from
their‘aaddlaa and piéked up the cloth. Grandmother was
so frightened ;iat she hardly dared to breathe., ithe
Comanghes contiﬁued tgeir chése after her girl friend //;
and as she entered her home they shot and killed~her. '
Orandmotﬁar‘was indeed glad thut she hed left her horse.
They took both the horses as they left.

Grandmother said that many a night shé has heard
noises near her howe which she thought wore made. Dy the
cogénoho Indiapg. She would =éake§ ull.her children and

they would flee to the woods for ﬁrotection. ‘the
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Comenche pyids were much dreaded by the Chfbkgsaws.

When the Chogtaws and Uhick;Baws separated, after coming
%o the Tarripory, the Ckoctuws gave the western purt of.
the land allotted them to the Chickasaws, beciuse they
were afraid of tke Comanches who ware thelr neighbors on
the west. ‘the Chickasaws recaived better land, but thé
Choctuws didn't have %o fear the Comanches. -they »va
too far away tc be bothered by them.

. Indians had no marriage nor divorce laws. when an
lndian boy decided that he wanted to live with »n indizn
girl he built a little log cabin, <nd if he got the con-
s;nt of the girl, they went and lived together in this
huﬁi‘ If he became tired of her, he left und sént hep-
away ‘and tock another girl to live with him, ¥hen tho
boy becams angry snd parted from his wife, no ;mount of
persuasion sould induce him to return to her.

I am the motheér of twelve children. I have lived
ia Murray County sll my lifo.//ﬁg/parents are buried on

Guy Sandy Creek, southeastxégluavis.



