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Ficld Norker's nime Ida A. Merwin
Tsis 1 gort made.on (date) November 13, 1037
1. Namc J. H. Crowell (Colored)
2, rost Orticc Address Orlando, Oklahoma
, i - .
3. Recidcnce address (or locution) Route X.
<
4, DAIZ OF BINTH:; Mouth April Day 1  ycar 1874
5o Ilice of birth Bedford, Tennessee
6. ITame of Fathor John OCrowell Placc of hHirth Tennessee
Other informetion atout father 8lave--walked 50 miles to volunteer

Other information about mother

Notec or cumplete narretive by the {iecld vorker dealing with the 1ifz and
story of the .erson int.rvicwed. Rofer 1o Manual for susgested subjects

and suestionse Continuc on blank shecis if nccessury sand attach firmly to

this form, Numbcer of shects attached 5 .
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Ida A. Merwip
Investigator

v

November 15, 193'25" R

Interview with J. H. Crowell
Route 1,‘Orlendo, Oklahoma

A

PIONERR DAYS
I was barn the son of John and Mary Frances
*crowell at Bedford, Tennssses, April 1, 1874.
In 1894 I cams by train to Oklahoma from Xentucky.
I had been reading Horace Grsely's books and the say-
ing *Young Man Go West," had impressed me Yo do so,
and as my sister and brother-in-law had located in the’
Chsrokee Strip ghem he had made the run and secv;red -
land, I decided to come to their place and see 1f I
could get soms land. After arriving at their plece
I began helping them with their farm work and working
'h;rever I could find work. I worked scme at a sam, 1
mill for fifty cents a day and hoarded mysslf.

- I was quite anxious to get a bett;r education. My
parents were slaves and .I had never had much of an
opportunity so when the first school was organized near

my sister's home I went to it for one temm. Thers were ~——

white an} colored children attendiné there; later‘

another school was tuilt and colored children wers
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geparated from the whites.

4

In the Spring of 1895 I put ‘m eight acres of

cotton on my sister's farm and gathersd six bules.

R S
L ST

* There were aoﬁo contests on the land 'in this

commnity and on one eighty acre piece the parties

woere having considerable troudbls and I was asked to

‘see if I could help them settle their trouble~~one

had alreedy shot st the other and had hit¢ him in the

leg. After talking with them they agreed to sell

the land end offered it for $150.00. I did not have

any money at that tims dut decided this was worth

trying to get. I went to Winfield, Kansas, and se-

cured some work whsre I made fifty 6611m thai 1

used for a first payment,&nd I went to Stillwater

where z%d one hundred dollars of E. Good, and

finished paying for the land. This was in the Fall

of 1895 and I had eighty acres of land. A small

house was on this land and I made a dugout. I "bached"

here until I was married.

I bought three shoats and traded two of them for

a mara. I did not have implements 80 my brother-in-law
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ons trip that my brother-in-lew end I madq}:ith
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44 I worked togethsT, using my horse with his team
and implements until I could get some of my m.‘ I
broke sod end planted kaffir corn, cotton, melons

and vogotabléa for my firat ecrop; later cotton was

the main crop. Turnips was a very productive crop

and they grew so large--often measuring tmt}-two

inches around them but were only worth ten cents a
bushel. |

Our crops we had for*market were hauled %o
Guthrie and it tock two days to make the trip. On

cotton, as we were returning we met a man from Kansas

sho was on his way to Guthrie with three teams of

mules to sell and as we had the modey from our cotton )

we bought one team for $100.00 each paying 356.00.
This gave us a bvetter team to do oi;.r farming with.
Thers had been & shallow well dug in a low
place on this land I bought and I used wat\er 2rom

this until I could dig a well. =
Wood was used ' for fusl--~this was from timber

on this land.

~
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My furniture was all homemade, and I cooked

-

on a amall box heater wood atc;vo which had two lids
on top. L ,

I‘ gt my -upplfaQ mostly from Orlendo but I did
not need much. I had kaffir corn ground 'folj weal,
and I hunted and trapped soms in the winéer, caﬁching
rabbits, possum and coons, using them for meats and
I sold the furs, the income from which I used to got
things I needed.

While living in Kentucky I learned how the ash
hoppers were made to make the homsmade lys so I built
one of these and saved wood ashes, making lye with
t".hem. and/ th;n‘ I would use this lye to make corn
into hominy. Corn wes 80 cheap and one could make
hominy with no cost and ﬁ was 8 great help for food.

&In 1901 I bought more land giving $1,000.90 for
eighty acres and this is where I now have my home. I
now own 240 acres.

A church far colored people was organized and &
church was built on the north side of the fam I

bought in 1901. A storm blew this church house away
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and in 1912 the one that stands there now was built.
It is a Presbyterian Church and services are held

* there each month.



