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Form A-(S-149)
BIOGRAPHY FORM

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker's name John F. Daugherty*

(This report made on (date) September °2, 1937. 193_

1. Name . G. G. Cunningham.

2. Post Office Address Mill Creek, Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month-. May Day 18 Year 1861.

5. Place of b i r th Tennessee.

'6-. Name of Father Jack Cunningham Placo of b i r th Tennessee.

Other information about father Rowed barge on rivers-Hauled lumber.

7. Name of Mother Betty Barnes. Place of birth Kentucky.

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker deal in;' niU the l i f e and
story of the r&rson interviewed. Refer to Manual for su;r-^t-ed subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary end attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached 5 •
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John Dougherty,
71©Id Worker,

An Interview With G.C. Cunningham,
Mill Creek, Oklahoma.

My parents were Jack and Batty Homes Cunningham.

Father UGB born In Tennessee, mother in Kentucky.

(The dateb are unknown).

Father went up &nd down the rivers on barges and

carried timber to saw mills. There were five children

in our family, ,

I. was born in Tennessee May IB, 1861.

I aame to Indian Territory in 1880, on a horso,

and worked on a farm for Henry Gatewood near Berwyn for

aeTeral years. I was plowing on this man*B ferra north

of Berwyn when the rails were laid on *the Santa Fe

Railroad in 1886«

In those days hoar a rero far apart, nnd there was

no means of oo'rjnnni cation exaopt on horses A Sometimes

after an election, it would be two morths before we

heard who the governor was.

There was no law escept the gun. Everybody carried guns,

and it didn't take long to atart a shooting fray if a

quarrel occurred. The desperadoes dodging the law from
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othtr states were good hearted fellows* A& long as

one minded hie own business they were friends with

him* If one borrowed uoaey from one of them he must

promise to pay it baok on a certain date, and when

the day cam.' it must be paid, or an explanation made.

If this was not done, the borrower was liable to be

found hanging in the woods to e tr^e or iyinp around

his place Pieroed with bullet holes. One who refused

to pay was oalled a rascal, end his r.aighbors all Xnew

him as such. When one became a rasoal in the minds of

^his neighbors it was time for him to move or they moved

him anyway..

The Indians were very alow to make friends with a

white maa* They wouldn't talk unless they were acquainted

with hinu Aftar they had confidence in him they were

real friends, and were loyal and truthful*

.They wouldn't live in a house where an Indian had

died* If they had an old person living with them, they

built a "death house'1 in their yard, for this old person

to sleep iat so that when death camo he would be in his
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l i t t l e h u t , and they wouldn't have t o move. Many fi

time8 they would t ea r down or burn the "death house"

a f te r the person who had occupied i t was dead.

Occasionally they buried the i r dend in the house, and

moved off and l e f t them. 9

I stayed In a home one night near Berwyn. When

bed time came they took me to a log room with a d i r t

floor* I noticed th ree mounds in t h i s room, &ud i n -

quired what they v?ere. I was to ld t h a t they were

graves of three Indians. I couldn't sleep in that

roo#. I told them I rfould nove V-se house. They thought

nothing about the graves in the i r house* Houses were

scarce and thr.t was the only cue they <5<>uld tlnd*

There were no farms at that time* Ten acres was

a large farm. The largest one I ':ne - of was a forty

aqre one near Mill Oreek. It was considered very l a ^ e .

I married Ella Marshal in Texas on februaryta), 1F85,

and we located on a farn near Berwyn, The f i r s t year

I was on th i s p.aoe I paid a grazing permit of forty

dollars to a permit collector* That night he got in a

poker game with a ueighbor and the next day I Baw the *
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for ty d o l l a r s in ray neighbor^ hands, I repor ted the

incident to a u t h o r i t i e s a t Tishomingo and tha t was

the l a s t tirao t ha t co l l ec to r came.

I went to the Comanche Dravring in 1901 or 1902,

•ut I dWnl t get any land, A fr iend and I went t o -

gether and we agroed tha t we would bo pa r tne r s i f

e i t he r drev a c l a i n . He got a claim, but n squa t t e r

got on i t . nG paid fortf" d o l l a r s each to s t - T t pro-

ceedings to get him off. After se^in* the lnnd where

the squat ter had plowed, v?e both decided i t wasn't

worth our time ;(nd money, so we l e t the pquat ter h^.v* i t .

Land produced we.l in those days. Corn was ra i sed

in l a rge q u a n t i t y ? on a very small acreage. In the

f a l l , t h i s corn war ric-ced on the ground, and put in

troughs ^nd chopped with a hatchet to feed the o a t t l e

through tha winter ,

Ther* were no roads to t r a v e l , Vfoen vte wauled to

go any*h«rc w© jus t t raveled -aero3s the pra i r i . " making

our own t r a i l , or followed Indian t r a i l s . Indi*nss

always rode s ingle f i l e , no matter bow many in a bunch*

The women rode sideways.
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X have fceen In Mill Creek for aerenteon years*

We are the parents of ten children.


