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(Continued)

JAIL ROUTE 1897

After the railroed came to Pauls Valley, Geofge
Lauflen ‘delivered the mail from irauls Valle:r to “hite-
bead, Beefcregk (lagzr nemed Maysvjl%e‘ ther Eram Springs,
sixty-five miles the round trip. He w s the first carrier
on thet trip, had g heck or'surréy, s two sested buggy,
and I've seen it loaded down with passengers. Ile made
the trip every dey and it would be ten or eleven o'clock
gt night when he would get beck to Gé;vin's store in
Thitebead on the return trigp..

‘L Cne dey he wcs brending a colt :.ith en iron which
d#idn't hzve & handle but had & sharp point on the end, on
the rod between the br-nd =2:d the handle. The colt kick-
ed the brending iron end drove the pcint through his hesd
¥illing him. }
Hunfang
) M\

I didn't go hunting byt I killed lots of deer and \
turkey for the country was full of ther. e were recuest-
ed to carry a pistol and rif}e by our boss. The cow

thieves would mske short work of & herd thet wssn't pro-

tected by guns. If I'd run onto a deer I'd kill it some-
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times with a pistol and other times with the rifle.
| 600K3 AND COOXING
I hed the buying of the zroceries part of the

’

time end we had trouble kxeening cooks. The most of them
used a 1ot of baking powder ir their biscuits. I ket track
track of the flour and bak&ng powder that I bought and I
paid mcrefor the powier than for the flcur.

Wwe got one cook thet wouldn't have teliing powder
at all. I woula sure like to have some of his biscuits
now for they were the best I cver ate btefore or since.
He used sour dOuéh and cooxel them in the open with
dutch ovens which are about six inches hizh. Itve éeen
hinn prop the 1id up to keer from burning them on top and
they would be light and cooked clear through, and zood.

Ve always nad plenty to eat, steask end beans and
dried fruit. Sometimes " e would get several slzbs of
bacon which was used in this way.

COVBOY LIGLTING SY3:izM

vihen the boys wanted to set up and »lay poker, they
would cut off a chunk of the bscon, put it in a pan and.
light it, using it for a candle.’ That is how the most oﬁ%“

ac s

our bacon vas used.
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TINDIAN RUIIES
Thé country was full of them. They realiy velong-
ed to the Indians but were allowed to raise themselves on

g

" the open pastures.

I\séw Legus Ferryuen, the Goversor of the Creex

Nation, sell six/hunared ponies at four d:-llars a head.
B ’ N
TLZBER AND-PhalIkIE FLIIS

In the hot weather I've seen great bunches of
ponies as close together as they could zst, an the
prairie. héy would s and t-ere a.d stcip end svisﬁ.":

Leir tails fighting the Green Heasded £1v. Then it zot
cool in the eve.ing they would scatter out end graze and
in the early morning they could rraze, but n.t in the
niddle of the day.

By the time I'd ride ac 0ss the rrairie, the horse
would be covefed vith tlocd ~her: these flies hed covered
him and bit hir.

The flies in the timber werc black ones and they
were so fierce that they would drive the stcck out of the
timber, it couldn't stand t: stay in there to graze at all,

THE SENIUCLE BROWIS "4

Then I went to work on Governor Brown's ranch in

poar
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the Creek Nation, on Graves Creek twenty miles from Wewoka.
fiobe Alexander ran this ranch for him. That winter the
pagtures were built and the next spring he hirzd a tunch of
poys to round the caettle up anc rut them in the pasture.
The Catéle got used to the fences zretty ea.; .ot I've seen
the wild ponies cut up real bad; they would get to runnirng
and run riznt into the wire before they knet i,

At one time Govern r Brown tought 45,000 head of
cattle in Texas, brouzht them up snd turned them lgose to
20 wherever they wented to. So you see it wes quité g jot
gethering them up and separating them out from the c-ttle
of other ranches that were running everywhere 1t00.

He was the Governor of the Seminoles for twenty-
five or thirty yeers end his brother, Jaékson, wzs the
Treasurer end an Indian Preacher, so you see they had their
o¥n wey for e long time. .

ONLY Two STOR3 IN 32.IUCL: 91l
Gov. Brown had a store three miles west of éasakwa, Jack-
son Brown had one at% ewoka and there was g Post Office in
each of them. I'm not sure but I think the mail came from
the Pottawatomie’ country.

- BROWNS' 3SCRIPT VR DUL EILLS

———

They both issued script or due bills that were good
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only at their stores, so when the Indians made the draw,
they had spent it all before they got it and the Browns
got the most of i%.
ROBERTSON'S STORE

One of the oldest stores wes Robeftaon's which was
thirty-five miles southwest of Whitebead. After that or a
little later there were soO mery stores thzat you eouldn't
keep up with them. Robertson's was in the Chickasaw Nation.

0IL SPRING

There was & spring five or six miles south of Sul-~
bhur Springs, that had & scum of crude oil on top of it all
the.time. People from gll around came and brushed the oil
back so they could drink the water for their hesltn, I
have often wondered if it was good or bad for their heslth.

GRIST MILL BY WaTEiR PUTER

Zack Gardener had a flour and grist mill two miles
east of Pauls Valley on the Washita river. It wes still
there the last time I was through there.

DEPUTY SHERIFF, U, S. L4RSHALL'

I was Deputy Sheriff from 1910 to 1912, arrested
the man Joe Jones, who stabbed Lee Pounds, constable,
when he was trying to arrest Jones' drunk son at a Christ-

mas Tree Prograem at Salt Cresk.

§
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When Wilson was made President he had the United
States Marshals reestablished or st?aightened out, for they
had never been well organized since Statehood. B. A. Enloe
of McAlester was made Chief Marshal for the Eastern District
of Oklshoms, I worked under him from 1912 until 1915.

KuBA, EGUN TOWN, IOW IOST TUTIl

In 1915 wﬁen I was Marshal, the Kusa Spelter Com-
pany had just started. All around the smelter was pasture
and the smelter was fenced in-with a big gete in fromt.
Some of the workers went on a strize tut some were in the
plent. The plant furnished ice weter for its workers.
The strikers put a big padlock on the gate a%d wouldn't

let the ice truck in with the ice.

George E. Nicholson, one of the owners, wsas scared

to deefh end didn't kn.w whet to do so he ceme to me. I

went down and troke the padlock with a big hammer and

stayed around there in case anything happened, tut nothing

@id happen )
George Nicholson offered me s good job and I took

it and worked for him for twenty-one years. He was a good

man but died April 9, 1937, in Birminghem, Alsbama, where

he had a cement plant.



MONTGOMERY, J. P. INTERVIEW.

130

~7-

He bought all the ground eround the smelter and
had it surveyed out into lots. Some of them were sold
but he built a hundred and fifty or sixty houses which
he rented and sold on terms to his workers.

There vere betweern four wnd five thous-nd pop-
ulation from 1818 to 1921 or 1922, After the Wer the bus-
iness was all shot %o pieces and a fes recrle moved away
ard the rest followed until it is now zlmost as it started,
a dasture.

PASTUFE GRASS .

In the early day the grass was high, I don't re-
member seeing it over wsist high, and it didn't heave ss
much weeds as now. As the good gress dies ~n inferi~r
kind takes its place, The Indiesns said that grass wouldn't
grow where a white man walked, thet he never?nade a path
as he‘put his feet down differently each time he walked
over~é trail and he hardly ever went t‘he same way., I
tbhink it was over-pastured.

MOUKNIB, OXIA.
-

I had a farm near Mounds in 1901 when it was two

years o0ld, and a better town than it is now.



