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Field Worker • Lillian Gessaway,
July 12, 1937.

Interview T(Hth. *LIrs. Frank Cussins,
Anadarko, Oklahoma,
202 .feet Kansas.

Born April 15, 1885.
V-

Parents John Inkanish, Texas.
Half Breed Caddo and White

Tall Woman, Louisiana.

Mrs. Cussins l ives in Anadarko at the present time.

She i s a Caddo Indian. Her father was a naif breed

Caddo and ^hite . Her mother was the las t surviving Caaao

Indian woman who came over the Trai l of Tears.

My mother was the l a s t surviving Caddo woman that

came from Louisiana. She told me everything but I never

wjote i t down and now I can't remember very much. The

Caddo Indians were always a peaoe loving t r ibe , but when

they were moved to Texas, the Texans had suffered so much

from the Plaina Indian^ who would come to Texas on their

ra ids , that ttf^ were afraid of a l l Indi \ns . So the

Texans took no chanoes and at every excuse would k i l l them.

The Caddos were"losing so many of their members that they

made an agreement with the Vfiohitas and became af f i l ia ted
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with them. Not a l l of the Caddos oame to Oklahoma,

some of them went west. All trace was lost of them as far

as I know. Several y-ears ago my "brother was in uregon,

and one day while down on 12ie ooast he saw two Indians who

had just come in from fishing. He overheard tSuem t.- Iking,
was

and/somewhat surprised to recognize his own language*

When he cane home he was t e l l ing my mother about them and

she asked how they were dressed. He tola her that they

did not dress like the Caddos here, ' then described their

olothes. She said that they dressed like they used to in

Louisiana. He never t r ied to ta ik to them because he

couldn't ta lk very well . . He had been among the white

people mxase than with his own people.

I don't know anything about my father 's people.

When The Caddos came to Texas, my grandmother married a

white man. rfhen they were moved to Oklahoma, my grand-

father begged my grandmother to stay the,r.e with him.

She stayed there for a few weeks but got so lonesome for

her people that she put my father, ibo was a small baby,

on her back and started out to follow her people. My

^grandfather, who was away men she l e f t , followed her.
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When he found hoc he told h?r that if she wanted to go

with her people that i t was a l l r ight , and he would le t

her keep the baby un t i l i t was old enough to go to school

then he would take i t and educate i t . This she agreed to .

He went back to Texas then. Sometime later he came to

see the boy and told my grandmother that he would come

again Ao get him rtien he was old enough to go to school.

That was a l l r ight with her. He lef t and was never heard

of again. I t was never learned rtiether he was kil led or;

what happened to him., I don't even know what ray fa ther ' s

real name was. The Indians called him Inkanish, meaning

"White Man.11 The rtiite people called him John, so he was

always known as John Inkanieh. The only man who knew

anything at a l l about my father was a man called (Jaddo

Jake who lived on the Canadian north of Jiere. He could

have told us my fa ther ' s real name and itio his people

were, but as so often is the case none of us went to see

him and now he is dead and no chance of learning about A

my father remains.

My father was kil led in an encounter with the

Dalton Brothers in 1894.
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DRESS

The women always wore their hair in two braids

down the i r baok and tied together a t the end. The young

g i r l s and wo-men *ore the earrings of half moon shape.

The old women wore f lat earrings.

There were three general styles of dress . The

one pieoe dress, the two piece dress for the younger women

and Hie two piece dress for the old women. (Mrs. ^ussins

had Indian dolls she had made and dressed that she

showed me). The one piece dress is what we used to ca l l

a mother hubbard. A ful l ,loose dress gathered onto

a yoke across the shoulders, with long sleeves. The

ski r t s are long, just barely missing the f loor. Over

these full , long akir ts they wear a ful l long apron

tied around -fee waist.

The two piece dress for the younger voioen is a

ful l gathered sk i r t on a narrow band. All sk i r t s come

to the f loor , with a waist apron of the same length. The

waist i s made opened down the front with some kind of

pins with fancy ornaments to fasten i t . The waist hangs

a l i t t l e loose. This also has long sleeves. There is a
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Is a deep round collar and around this i s a ruffle.

There are fanoy ornaments around the edge of this ruffle.

The two piece dress far the older women is more

simple. The skirt is the same as the other but the waist

f i t s tighter and has no fancy trimming or ornaments.

dresses may have ribbon s t i t ched around the
r

hem, sometimes several rows. The young women wear l o t s
•

of beads. A very long strand is roped around the neck

several times, making a very heavy necklace. As they

grow older they wear fewer beads until the ola women wear

only one strand or possibly none.

V* Every one wears leggings made or red flannel, rhe

leggings for the women were made in one piece, wi th a flap

about four inches wide down the side. These flaps were

about two inches shorter than 1he legging, -this is so the

moccasin would fi t over the legging at the ankle, .hose ™

worn for every day were plain, but those used for special

occasions were decorated with beadwork. Ine leggings for

the msn were made just a l i t t l e different. The flaps v/ere

made separate and sewed on. at the seam there were beads

and the edge of the flap was fringed.
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The Caddoa used only buckskin for the i r moccasins*

Other t r ibes sometimes used rawhide but the 'adaoa nev«er

did. rhey beaded them across the toe ana up the seam at

rv
the baok of the h e e l . The design on the toe i s a formation

of nine diamonds, and the design on the flap around t]

ankle of the moccasin is usual ly an oak leaf with an

edging of beadwork. .s simple design i s on the back of the

h e e l .

POTTERY" AND DYES

The po t t e ry was made from the d i f fe ren t colored

olays . The olay was mixed with pulveri-zed muaael s h e l l s ,

xhere are several d i f f e r en t colors of c lay. Pa r t of our

oolors come from these , o thers a r e from the different t r e e s

and r o o t s . I don ' t know the names of them a l l , but I

know some of them isiien I see" them. Poke berry and cotttfn-

wood were used for dark dyes , then the re a re d i f f e ren t

roo t s tha t I d o n ' t know the names of. Lost of our po t te ry

was used for cooking and carrying water. - *

BASKETS

The Caddo Indians always ra i sed corn, pumpkins,

and sweet p o t a t o e s . They also made t he i r own by-products
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of -corn. In making 1heir meal they needed a s i f t e r , so

they made bagkets woven ao c lose ly tha t they could be

used for s i f t e r s . Then they made the coarser ones

for heavier work.

GAMES

The gir ls played very l i t t l e after they got old

enough to begin to learn to work. They only played

shinny once in a tfiile with .the boys, but they must

learn to work, and do everything about the home.

The boys played a great deal l ike the boys of

today. They played marblas, only they had to make their

marbles out of eiay. Tops were made out or the l i t t l e

yeHow brier ber r ies . A stick is pushed through them and

the point sharpened. These would spin very nicfely. The '-'

boys had a gane wha^e each boy would get so many s t i cks ,

then the boy tfiose top would spin the longest got a

stiok from each of the other boys, ±he boy winning a l l

the sticks won the game. There was a game very similar

to the polo that is played now, only the mallets were

longer. They played shinny. I t was played with a

bal l made of buckskin and stuffed with, ca t t a i l s or the
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«5Otton from the aottonvrood ber r i es . The shinny s t icks

were something like golf s t i cks , but were small branches

of trees or bushe's cut so that the b'ase of the limb

farms the olub. The boys would ohoose sides and eaoh

side would try to put t h ^ b a i l acro'ss i t s goal. They

had a l l kinds of sports: Broad jumps, foot races,

horse races and so on. These were the amusements when

the Indians from different l oca l i t i e s were gathered

togethar. At these gatherings each band would csmp to

i t se l f , keeping the band in taot . In these contests

the loser had to give a feast far the winners.

When the boys reached early manhood they had

to stop playing or taking part in the spo r t s / he had

to begin to learn how to hunt and make crops, -all

boys and g i r l s are trained to make homes, so they wi l l

make desirable mates. When a boy makes his f i r s t k i l l ,

he never gets i t . He must give •. t to the oldest man

in the crowd, even if i t is just a rabbi t .

Houses

There are three different kindsof houses that

were used by the Caddos. The log cabin,, the grass house,

and the bark house. All of the Caddo houses were oblong,-
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and a l l faced the east . The log oabins were very much l ike

a white person's with doors on any s ide, but always one in

the east and west. The grass house differs from the Wichitas'

by having a door in both the east and west, while thei rs have

only the one in the east and their houses were round. The

Caddos also had openings rather high up on the north and

south far a i r . The bark house wasn't real ly made of bark but

i t was roofed nith bark. The walls were made of sp l i t logs

stood on end and plastered with clay and oa t t a i l reeds. These

reeds were ground to a pulp and mixed with the clay. On the

top of the house there was a frame made of slippery elm and

ron th is the bark was fastened. The bark liad to be well

seasoned. I t had to be kept f lat while sessonjtng so i t wouldn't

warp. I t usually took several months f-or the' bark to season.

These houses had doors only in the east and west. The doors

to the houses were made of cedar if i t could be gotten, i f not

they used dogwood.

The beds were stat ionary. Four pronged s t icks were

driven in the ground for the posts, then four poles of cedar,

if possible, i f not then^kTgwood were used for the sides and

ends of the bed. After these were in plaoe small poles about
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one or one and a half inches in diameter were used for the

bottom of the bed. These were woven together with the slippery

elm inner bark. When this was finished the whole thing was

covered with buffalo hides. Sometimes the hide was so heavy

and thick that i t was as soft as if a mattress was on i t .

In the winter, son©times, 1ney would use hides as oovers,

turning the hairy side down. The pillows were stuffed with

oa t t a i l s , cotton from the oottonwood berr ies , feather from

wild geese, duoks, prai r ie chickens and other v&ld fowl.

Matting for floor coverings was made from c a t t a i l

leaves woven together.

WEDDINGS

I d o n ' t know whether you would c s l l t h e marr iages

r e l i g i o u s or n o t . The pa ren t s u sua l l y made the mar r i ages .

The boy ' s pa ren t s would look for a g i r l who knew how to do

every th ing about the home. She must* know how to cook, make
\

her own c lo thes as we l l as her husband ' s , make meal from corn

and a l l other by-products of oorn, nothing must be overlooked

in her t r a i n i n g . In turn the boy must know how to provide

for his wife. The g i r l ' s p a r e n t s , t oo* have been looking far

a wel l drained boy fo r the g i r l . The boy ' s pa ren t s always

esk for the gLr l . I f the boy meets with the approval of th©
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g l r l f s parent a, 1faey gLve their consent. When the wedding

day arr ives the boy^s parents bring presents to the g i r l ' s

parents, sudi as ponies and such. After the presents

have been given then the Headman comes and takes the young

oouple off to one side a l i t t l e way and performs a ceremony,

uniting til em as men and wife. From the time the boy's

parents have asked for the g i r l , she i s n ' t seen un t i l the

day of the wedding. The boy has a home read}* far his

br ide.

CEREMONIES

The Caddos have very few ceremonies. Sometimes in

the spring iben the corn i s planted, there will be a field

that almost everyone has a part in . Before planting th is

field the Caddos would gather and go around the f ie ld

stopping at ever^y corner to offer a word of prayer. The

corners representing the ftur corners of the earth. When

the corn was harvested they had the Green Corn Dance.

This was a dance of thanksgiving.

My mother was a kind of a doctor. When anyone was

very sick she would make her medicines out of herbs and

roots , and when she gave this medicine to the gmtient she
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went through a oeremony that no one witnessed except the
a.

patient . There was a reason for everything she did and

said, and the patient must understand what i t a i l meant.

If the patient wasn't very sick die gave the medicine with-

out any ceremony. I nsver learned to make the sa» medicines

nor leamxed the names of the herbs. I only know a few

when I see them but I don't know their names.

FUNERALS /

V

The Oaddos were great mouiraers. When a person died

they mourned for s ix days. The procession was led to

the grave by the oldest daughter oarrying the f i r e . »vhen -

my mother died my oldest s i s te r carried the f i re in a pot

my mother had always made her medicines in . If there wasn't

anything to carry the f i re in then a torch was darried.

When she got to the grave she marched around i t four times,

stopping a t 1he foot of i t . There she stood un t i l t^.e $>

body was buried. A f i re was made at the foot of the grave

and i t must be kept burning for s ix days. The belief i s

that the s p i r i t hovers around for six days,then i t leaves.

During this time no one must leave the place. The l as t

•tiling before -the f i re goes out my mother's things were
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brought and opened. They had been tied up in bundles un t i l

now. If anyone wanted anything that belonged to her they

could have i t , and the r e s t were burned in the dying f i r e .

When th i s was over every one washed his faoe. The sp i r i t

was gone now, and "the tears must be washed away, as we will

meet again some day. The pot that my s i s te r carried the

f i re in i s now in Hie possession of Father Aloysius n i t t a

of "tii© St. Patrioks Mission, southwest of .anadarko about a

mile. 'When a ?oman is prepared for buria l a grain of corn

and something e l s e , I can ' t think what i t i s , are t ied in

a rag and tied around.her right wrist . A bow and arrows

are placed in -fee right hand of a man.

In olden times there were no coffins. There was a

raok made like the beds, a pronged pole was placed in each

corner of the grave and a bed was woven on t h i s . The body

was placed on this and covered. Over the body another bed

like rack was made and tiiis was oovered with a buffalo robe.

This served as a casket.

I oan remember seeing my mother count her money.

She used corn to count with. She would take the different
if

colors of corn and each oolor would represent a certain denomina- .

t ion. When she finished she knew just how much she had. She

never forgot how many nicklas or dimes, or̂  such as she might have,

that she had. ,


