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Field Worker*s name Merrill A> Nelson,

This report mad* on (dao*-.} April 28 195 7

1. Name William Oliver Cromwell,

. • Lawyer, former Attorney General of Oklahoma Territory.

2. - Post Office Address 215 North Independence. Enid, Oklahoma,

3. Residence address (or lo«ation) 424 Vt'ê t Map,lg

4. DATE CF BIRTH: Month November Day 22 Year I860

5. , Place of birthAdama County, Illinois, in the country.

6. Name of Father. Jesse Cromwell Place of birth Alexandria,
Virginia.

?. Name of Wo* he Anna Eliza McMurray Place of birth Jacksonville,
Illinois.

Other information about mot her She was ihe greatest reader I.

ever knew. Hated wrong more and loTed right. Had 6 children.

Notes or complete narr&ti-vo by the field worker dealing with, tfre
life and story of tho person interviewed.. Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this fern. Number of sheets
attached
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Msrrill A; Nslson
Jisld Worker, -

£8, 1937.

An Intsrrisw with Mr. William GliYsr CromwsU,
816 H. Indspsndsnos, Bnid, Oklahoma*

In a most intonating narratiTs, Mr* Crcmwsll glysa a

bit of hit aneastry and it is from both fathsr and mother's

•ids an illustrious 11ns. Hs slso giTss a most rsadabls

account of ths happsninga to his inmsdiat* forabsara in

thsir plonstrlng. Hs was ons of a family of ssysn ehildrsn,

only ons othsr than hlnaslf, a sistsr, Mary, now living in

Oklahoma» at Edaond. Bsfors coming to Oklahoma, Mr. Cromwsll

had lsd an S O U T S and lntsreating public llfs, ths svsnts of

which ars omittsd in this manuaorlpt as has also bs«n ths fam-

ily history, bsoauss it doss not rslat* to sarly Oklahoma.

~"" •** **+ *•* *••

At ons tia« in my sarly manhood, X filsd on a tract of

land two milss wsst of Xrsmlln. Ths original ol&loant an this

tract owsd ths bank of Said, so X. filsd tor it. I sold it for

#500.00 to a Russian who improTsd it and sold it for #16,000.00*

Thsrs wsrs two othsr ways of filing. Ons way was ths

prtsnptlon, ths right of a squattsr to purohasa ahsad of othsrs

whsn land is sold} ths othsr was by ths timb«r asthod. You

could claim twsnty aerss, thsn put timbsr on it and In so many

ysars g\t a patsnt.
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It took me four weeks to go from a plaje twenty-four

miles east of Lincoln to my ranch* I had two horses but one

was spavined and the other was club-footed*

I started to Seattle, Washington, about 1893* I eent

my baggage and one hundred volumes down to the depot, mostly

textbooks, my grip snxl trunk*

I planned to go to old Oklahoma for the opening and

especially to see some old acquaintances before going to

Seattle* I walked to the station and bought a ticket to

Enid* I remained here when I arrived* I landed at North .

Enid, November 16, 1895* The bus brought me to the Montezuma

Hotel in Enid* X got a room, pulled off the pillow cases,

covered the pillow and sheet with newspapers, and slept with

my pants on* They were nice, clean people who were running

it, but I took no chances*

The Rex was not yet in existence* We afterwards held

court there in the building which became the Rex Hotel. This

Rex Hotel was apparently of brick, being painted tin*' They

.would send pictures of it to Congress and the Congressmen

would think it too bad not to'stop the trains at a town where

there was a three story brlok building*
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2 finally got me an office here In Enid, but that t»

another story*

One of the men * especially wanted to see fes a reason

for cooing to i£aldf was W* L# Conait* He was a member of

the townsite boerd which bad the supervision of lue businecs

and residence l o t s , especially in'contested oases* The other

members of t&ls board were Charles 0 . Wood, of 1'exae, an old

man from Ivorth Carolina, and Victor M« Wallace* This &>•

Wallaot l e f t here and went bacJc to Washington, his former

horns* Now he i s in New York City practicing Ian* They were

located in ths present £d Weatberly building, south of the

square* On the inside of the square 400 x 900 feet wore

the postoffics, the IBJA of floe and a l i t t l e office building*

%» building (Sd We&therly's) was a frame one, but this

old building was taken down and a brick building has taken

its .place. (Where Safeway grocery atort i s now}* W« used

to also have some boxing matches in this building* I ussd

to work in th« YMCA at t-iacoln, NebrQSks,aiid so knew «>ms*

thing of boxing* A man who was training for the ring cane

at a* Xiko a mad bull in one of these sparring matches*

He promised me iio would not pumi»b me so I landed him on his

chin* This loosens the cartilage in the upper part of the

\
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head, and he did not l ike the blow* ^ hit me a crack

right under the shoulder which was painful*' After two weeks

another young lawyer whom I knew came her* from Lincoln*

I algo met 0, J, Fleming! president of the Bank of Enid,

probably the f i r s t bank opined here* I began to «>el 1 had

business friends hero and so gave up my idea of going to

Seattle. ' •

•-or eight or ten years we did a large business practicing

law* *AU the cit izens, just l ike myself (though I had been

in railroad business), wanted the trains to stop in JSnid*

Due to the fact that the Book Island Officeholders were in-

terested in North 2aid, they did not atop the trains at what

la now JSaid, a l l traffio going through the mere northern

town* Senator Owens was one of those interested in ftorth

JSnld* I fought the Hook island en this point* A t the same

time, I assisted then by preventing disoxder* ^ beliefa in

protection of property, and parson* The mob would tear up

rai l s and did ditch a freight train, loeded with wheat*

They ditched another near Pond Creek where the same trouble

was on*

One evening at s l z , the bell which tolled every time

there was a l u l l in business in the big square, began ring*

ing., ^ometimes we would meet In & big tent a t about the

northwest corner of the present courthouse* The mayor and
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hi* brother were rai lroad contractors here* There was a

wooden bridge crossing JSast Main, where the iron one i s

on the Book Island now. The mob went down, piled balas

of hay around the piers* sa tore ted then with coal o i l and

s e t them af ire* The mayor (Spencer) seemed to want the

bridge t o burn* ^iV I sa id; "You must stop t h i s . - I f you

do not the passengers w i l l sue every man on your v ig i lance

cosmittee end break the town* Go down belov. the c i ty l i m i t *

i f you want to cause trouble", I shouted* They saw the point

and l e f t * ^hua the tension was eased*

Thar* were two o f f i c e r s a t t h e land o f f i c e > the Be-

oeiTer and the Begis ter , '.The i^gistcr loved to drive a

eouple of horses with a f ine buggy.

There whs another time when they were startling to tear

up the trades . I got the sher i f f and other* and went down

there* Three t i e s hui had their spikes raaored already* X

got them to d e s i s t * Ha© tra in slowly went through without

going of f the track*

They put e group of osa hundred policemen on the c i t y

payroll* With t h i s thry raised a fund to mellow Harry

Thompson, a rai lroad o f f i c i a l . The Hock Island said i f a

certa in SUSH42 # 500 . or so was raised they would put i n a depot*
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The citi2enB agreed. ^11 the taxpayers helped.

-a grand jury investigated the'.ditching of the trains

and the destruction of bridges» The company, however, knew

that the bridges were in danger. They even" went so far as

to enjoin five hundred members fron talking against the

Rock Island. So, little cume from the investigation.

A senator of North Dakota finally ordered the Hock

Island to stop at ,^nid. T..is was endorsed by Iioke Smith,

Secretary of the Interior. Jefferson was designated a rail-

road town for its county, and ^.id for *0" or Garfield County.

At one of the meetings, the father of Marquis James, v.ho

had settled on school land two miles southeast of ifinid, was

in town. The old man wos a friend of mine. "You have been

talking too much", I warned. "You must be cautious." After

that -hen he got to talking, he would say, "Lien, if you must

use force, be cuutious about it. DonH encourage destruction

of property", he went on, repeating my talk to him.

All the marshals carried six shooters and most of them :

had forty-f ivea; too, Dennis T. Flynn was special, ana I v.as

local council for the rrisco. Mr. Marshall, a ki*6 of Tamnany

politician, vies a marshal. He believed in doing things by force.

He came from Cripple Creek, Colorado. lie did not like mining.

He made collections. He usually £;ot his mon y. He became a

friend of'mine. Another was J. 1!. Clark. Both of them were
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southerners*

A man absconded. They were ufter him when they tried

to collect #500. from him. The marshal followed and over-

took him. "I see you made the collection, did he resist?,"

I asked. "I dii not give him time to resist," replied the

marshal.

The settlers used -o cut timber from school land. The
i

United States Marshal, Harry Thompson, vms a friend or \,ta set-

tlers. *t v."*s, reported th*>t the government woul prosecute,
i

"Cone to tiie Coney Isl ' . d saloon at twelve," Thoupson

said, "there i s go in.-: to be a k i l l i n g , fhere have been two

strange men iu t e a mor- than a week, -hey ara government of-

f i c ia l s to see about vhe timber s tea l ing . I ' l l order drinks for

them, then 1*11 serve them another round. *.>ho i s going to pay

for these drinks?*" the bartender will demand. f I did not order

them', I ' l l say, Tiien I *.ill arrest them for the disorder they

will cause and k i l l thorn in tho act of arrest ing them."

I went ovor to Judge McAtee Murray*s office and t^ ld

him of the marsival's plans, '•lie i s headstrong", said the judge.

•tPhose n.en are here on an. ent i re ly different matter". 1 took

the marshal to the judge's office and talked him out of h i s plan.
P
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Later, two man came in here to an Sast Broadway ree-

taurant to eat. The marshal claimed thut they tried to draw

a shot on him. He shot the man in the jaw. ^e killed, alto-
_he shot

gather that I kno.. or, Uir-.o men th-.t way and one/in the

temple.

Patterson was as ter i$is<-nburg% I t was about dusk. T.;e

marshal t r ied to stop h.nu ic t terson would ^robsbly h ve

killed iisenbui-j/ for whr.t he ha<l ;,ut in his pnpei. ,a t torson

shot the tnarshal tiirou^ii the chest . The marshal went back

through the s tore , leaned his gun against something in the

door and shot, .vhilo s t a r r i n g . He came back through the

store and died on the. sidewalk from internal he^aorhage.

The editor le f t town, stayed i*way iu North Enid unt i l

the feeling died down and thon returned.

Aa I said, I roruQn-ber liurquis J-moa. when a boy. He i s

the famous author.. lie had the ..hooping eaugh so severely

one dr:y that ho cnught hola oi* the buggy *.heel to case hie

, a i n . I triod co help him. Kis fatLar said he had i t so bad

at times that he woula whoop t i l l he la:; down. Ho and ray son;

J . L^e, were in Ui{;h school together*

Mtfrquls Jamea1 f i r s t experience in l i t e r a t u r e wus on the

Quill , the i&iid High School paper. He hasn ' t been here since
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his mother died. He visits with Lee Cromwell when he comes

to town* He sends him a copy every time he writes a book.

He was a home boy. He didnft hang around pool halls. -

A mob was here on the square one day. The Unites States

commissioner lived at North Knid. people thought he ought to

make his residence here. He was a short fellow, *ith hair

turning whits. On the park in the center of town (an acre

of ground) was ths postoffice, a small building 16x18 feet

in dimensions; thu feder-.l land office, and a small office,

.'/hen the commissioner would not come here they asked him to

resign. He refused and they threatened to hang him. , At

three the mob cone after him. They tore the building which

was his office to ;ieces and put a rope around his neck. _

got hold of the ex-mayor-, J. C. Moore, also teeibergen, Lee

and JicKenzie. I got a dry goods box from one of uue scores,

carried it across the street to wher • the mob was congregated.

"Get up and talk to the mob, "I told the mayor.« No, it would

not do,"he said in a pinched scotch voice. "You could not do

a thing."

1 • 1 '

here was a big crowd a l i t t l e ways off around the man

they were t ry ing to haag. I gathered about a dozen to

hurrah around the box where I .was s tanding , "frou s h a l l
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not do this thing, " I said, " I know the names of every

on© of you and if you kill this man, I Will turn you all

in to the authorities." After I harangued*for'about twenty

minutes the mayor said with less fear than before, "Maybe

you had better get ma up on the box now," With the dozen

men around me, part of them lawyers", we quieted the mob.

Our law firm was Fields, MeKenzi© and Cromwell* It

was Just west of the post office and a little north. Je-

had three twenty-five foot lots on the square.

I had been selected as Associate Justice by a party

group* ' Governor Frantz wanted me to be Attorney General* '

and so I withdrew with an unwritten understanding th-.t M. G,

Cterber was to have the Associate Justice position, if I were

chosen Attorney General*

So X began to serve in 1906 and served two years* They

paid me $1800. salaryj with warrants and expenses* The ex-

penses amounted to more than the salary* As I waaf the last

Attorney General under the Territorial government, I had to

be legal advisor to help get the state of Oklahoma into the

Union. I advised in the preparation of the statehood elections

fttatexoent for a vote on the Constitution* I initiated the

Woman Suffrage Bill* I was on the Returns board*
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The Prohibition tfitatioQ helped frantts* X am a pro-

hibitlonlet in thought and habit* but do not believe in forelag

the issue* Ton can manage to put It ove? as people have to

submit to the laws but the best way i s to cer« for the child*

ren when young* *

There was of course a good deal of routine conn«otad with

ay state office* One of th« special mattero X d«alt with, how-

WT9Tt was tiia freight fcate httslD»M« X eaisaed the Book X&Xaod

to bo rebuilt by issuing a mandamus*

Pstviouely the Book Island trains went es sjlowXy as five

si los per hour between hero end £1 Reno in places, due to the

poor road bed, I insisted on the present one hundred puund

rails Instead of the previous fifty-nine, and twenty-six tlos

to the rail ins toad of sixteen, seventeen or eighteen, which

would not hold the trains* X had oats fi l led, ballast im-

proved end concrete culvert* installed* Before the ease

reached court, the railroad got busy and completed the eon*
1

struct!on deoended. 411 X ted as a guide Was a ease of a
*~

similar mittis* in Hen Jersey, applying to a railroad only
i

six milss long*

Mr, Lowe, who appeared in a lower court for the f irs t

time , and a whole-battery of lawyer* complied with the

order perfecting the case before i t reached the Supreme Court*
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Me** low* was the General Attorney for the Bock la

In connsotion with this , a bridge gays way orsr the

Ciiaarron, the result being that two eoeobss end the train

sank i s the quicksand* The tender was found recently.

Then X b»«an to tiX» ca«t» b#for« t&« Xnt«r«tat«

Gomnlssloti on rat«n of rellroads* X r«duo«d the

ratt to ^aasas City to tw«Xv* aod om ball" cents end the

•sport rats tram thirty-one to twenty-four cents* This

reaction of seven and on* half cent* a hundred mien off

the traffic of $55,000,000. a year, ctt.-whleh I estimated

the total freight b i l l .

The railroads objected wfesn X tried to wako the Okla-

homa •common points* rats to Oalveston espial or IWM than

the rate from Sanaa a City to OalYeston* They contended that

their low rate was a water rate; i . e . , that i t was i s ODEV-

petition with supposed steamships going down the Missouri, "

when as a matter of fact, freight was net Boring by river

at a l l . X saw no reason at least why Oklahoma City and.
it cAlester should not enjoy equal rates with Wichita and

Itopeka, ISr. Lowe examined the witnesses himself* X

finally secured an equal rate from Oklahoma City to the

Oulf *s that from Kansas City to the Qulf.
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It made the rate on the Kansas City Southern twelve

cents Instead of eighteen oente n hundred on grain to

seaport* I tried eighteen or nineteen eases of this type*

7A11 were won but two or three* I reduced the rate on coal

from Colorado, Arkansas or Mississippi* into the state, also

on horses, cattle, hogs, coming from Fort tforth, and Kansas*^

I reduced lumber from seven different origins, such as ""

Arkansas* Louisiana and other points*

Back in the ' M ' B I was a Populist for awhile but when

the Democratic party adopted some of our planks under Bryan,

we had no candidates* This was partly a farmer's movement*

I, accordingly, was the only member from Oklahoae. at the

Kational Democrat1c Committee for 1896*

As our populist party disbanded In 1396, I went back

to the Republican party* I made a campaign against Callahan

after Mr* Flynn had failed to beat him* In the county, Gar-

field, which I represented, Jes'se Dunn was my opponent* They

Toted at the state meeting for several hours) Callahan and I

both lacked ten of getting the majority, there being some

other candidates* I had a friend who was continually gotting

drunk* Finally Woods County, which was dry, when it saw .this.,
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gave its twenty votes to Gallahan and he won* That was

IB 1896,

I letf the campaign for Bird against Bill"Cross,

Democrat, for Secretary of State* After statehood Bill

Cross became Secretary of State* They voted ell night•

After sunup, Bill Gross got the nomination• Tha-1; vrasMn

1907*. Litter McGfciire, Republican, ran against Bill Cross•

Jake BaaBBon, if bo built a monument on Bill Cross' grave,

wae a friend of mine*

To go on with ray work as Attorney General* I in»

dieted the Rock Iuland and the Frisco because they

di8erii,dnated# Their rate from Chicago to tfoodwurd was

different from the rate between Chicago and Lnid«

Ifeay Republicans favored bringing Indian Territory

in as a separate state, though this might mean two more ^

Democratic senators* During the negotiations for statehood,

a ooBBaitter© waited on me and declared that if Indian Terri-

tory were permitted to hold thoir own election, they would

bring an almost unanimous vote for the Republican party* A

nan on the Dawes Commission was the spokesman*

-. I pointed out that the Snatuing Act insisted that the

eltotlon be held under the laws of Oklahoma Territory,
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• • i t was both la Oklahoma Territory and Indian Territory*

In counting the vote, I was designated a member of the

Returns Board, five state officers composing the board*

Mr* Baxter, state treasurer, only served one day. The

Governor, Seoretary^ of State, and Auditor were the other

members, but none served hardly a t a l l * The Governor,

being a .candidate, eliminated himself • Secretary.of

State was afraid of Bil l Murray and his squirrel r i f l e

brigade* Murray seamed to think some one was going to

do soxos'&ing witt the reiairns~»mlscount them* but the

•lection was a square daal* Murray threatened anyone

who would dare open the boxes but I made the count*

The Secretary of State l e f t th© state ani did not return

for a while, possibly to avoid Murray&s threats* It

took me three weeks to count the returns.**

Governor Haskell's private attorney, Tom Smith,

was one of the watchers* I was casually acquainted with

the Governor* There was also a watcher for the senators

and a watcher for the representatives* There was also

a- watcher for the counties, these las t three having^one

for each party, asri a general one, making eight in al l*

Mr* Baxter came in at theropening, but soon left* Tom
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Smith and i and the Secretary of State were the only

ones that smarted. X put Tom Staith to worS:* Amos

FuiLsom, Secretary of State, l e f t before counting

commenced* Baxter did not come badk 00 I was the pnly

o f f i c i a l then in charge* Tom Snith quit at the end

of %four days, sqying h» would be back, but he never

should up so I finished up myself. X TOUIA give the

newspaper boys reports as to how the counties were

Th» vote went about as X expected* The vote ran

approximately twenty-five thousand, to ta l on the s tate

election* Governor Murray never came up. The Secretary

did not cone back t i l l the votes were counted* He was

voted out and B i l l Cross became Secretary of State*

Tht Republicans wanted two s t a t e s , though i t seems

hardt to bellev** Many Democrats wanted one state*

Congrats sett led i t anyway and would not l e t us- hage two

i f we had wasted them*

In th i s respect we differ from Tares, which has the

right to cut i t s e l f up into mare s tates i f i t so desires*

I argued for two s t a t e s . X said either of our f ta tes i s

much larger than Rhode Island, where when the train enters
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the state you hare to start spitting or it will leave

before you hit the state. ?h«y ware arguing single

statehood for North and South Dakota and double for

us* North and South Dakota have only one crop they

said* The northern part is very cold some said* One

of the Congressmen declared that Hie crop is three

months d — late in the fall and you have nine months

winter.

Quite a few Democrats wanted single statehood —

believe it or not. MacMasters1 Magazine of Oklahoma

City and Shawnee openly advocated it. They had a pic-

ture of a blanket and a lot of tepees around it with

the caption— "This blanket shall aif be divided." Of

course the Democratic politicians wanted two states.

Steels was appointed Governor by Harrison in 1888*

Governor Seay, second governor, was4a character. I be-

came quite well acquainted with him. He was really a

wonderful man, a bachelor. He had a high pitched voice

and no bear*.

One time Governor Seey was circuit judge, corres-
Another Judge

ponding to the present District Judged/and seven or

eight lawyers had been arrested for playing poker.
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"It i s a shame to di sturb a l i t t l e friendly game? said

til* arrested Judge. "I t e l l you how we w i l l f i x i t .

l a - w i l l e l e c t Seay judge pro-tern," He did ao« Seay

freed tho judg* and soaked the other lawyers $50 apiece*

( Another time, the judge sentenced a gambler* "I

fine the man $25*00? said Seay* "I got thet in my hip

podrtfc", said the men. n I a lso sentence you to th ir ty

days in j a i l , have you got that i n your hip pocket?**,

shouted Seayv ]

Cornelius ani Judge Seay were partners. They got

one hundred dol lar school warrants at s ix ty cents on the

dol lar . They came to my house to figure how t6 col lect*

We had Seay get a judgment on the county and then Cor-

nel ius e a s i l y col lected the warrants*

Other men o f the time I kniw were Secretary of

State Filson (Charles), who served with me (His son i s

clerk of the Federal Court under Judge Vaught); Baxter,

who was treasurer; the head of the school land commission;

tho auditory and .Amos Swing, the State Oil In#p»ctor.
/

I overruled Amos Swing one time* He said that -the

farmers sould have to use'kerosene of a certain grade

for the ir incubators* I sa id , "4he s ta te has no business

to specify the grade i f i t i s safe". They used to say

i f you amlied kerosene, Swing was around*
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John Moore was about the first mayor Enid had.

Tarns Bixby, now deceased, who diatrloted the State «

for Constitutional Delegates, edited the Mmkogee Phoenix,

They had one district which was unusual. Bill Murray had a

book he called his Bible v>ith a picture In it of this dis-
/

trict. It was a case of gerry;ii4*iderI_if.-<, They h/.d made

his district forty niles lon^and only a few miles wide to *

keep Murray from be in?: elected* He won in s it; ;f tfte
/ .

handicap, '

There was a -nan/of a certain firm who said, "If Bryan

is elected, the country vrill go to the dogs." n7te are fixed

^11 right", said another man* n^y partner is a Democrat and '
/

I am a Republican. We can sell io&t at a good price no

natter who is elected."

ISy feilbw officers were cap. ble men and liardled their

business #ell» However, in those days thwpe >.as no« so much

to do» So perhaps it wbs &11 ri;7Jit that the governor received

half as ."Tuch !JS the attorney General doea now, ^

I do not believe in a mortgage on hoasostoadaj also,

they should be Kiven five years Ut redeem if incusibered, m

now have six each of botb State Nonnals and ;^ricultural

Oolleges, I wanted about half the State Normals discontinued

and I would do the saaie M t h the latter* This would reduoe
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the,troublesome legislative school bloc. Governor

Hurray said, <fl agree with you on this program*"

- , The civil service can becornean evil* They are

starting civil service for the police* In thirty years

they will have over one hundred police where they now

have only a few, which will greatly increase the burden

of the taxpayers*

In the statehood election cr- ̂ 4~:.t I worked for
 J"*~

the Bepnblican party* There^was a Joint meeting of Her

publicans an£ Democrats at Lairton* Haakell and Qore

were there to represent the Democrats* O.ens ?iea billed

but as Gore lived at.Latfton, the array of combatants

seemed too one-sifled and he would not go* They put me .

up* The first five minutes they ber:an to disturb the

gathering* I waited patiently* Finally the ohairman, *

Gore* ,aaid, "Gentleman, I am ashamed of you* .Vo have

"broitght this Republican down in our territory* We have

pat him up first* He is the Attorney General* $ow if

you do not quiet down, nobody ia to apeak here ,* I

spoke one hour and twenty rainutos -without further inter-

ruption and had a .rood time* T, P» Gore waa aa able

i« Governor Haakell made a good address'on statehood*

*,*-
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Kas&all was Indicted by the Federal Qov<srmc©nt

fojr being i s ^ l i eat ad in Indian land den 1 B , iioiao

lneat Rtjubliecfflia ead Rooaavelt took par t in t&s

tlgatlons,

J« !• Crosasrell, a-distant rtl&ttva, w ŝ a clerk in

th® nasrec Comitavion, Theiw r/o« a cu^jcrlntarident of

lallaa Sohools, »a3 o sssa b'jck ia St» 1-OUIB on the

?«d«irel Tcwnsltc! oard, b.is îneml©sf T>ho knew ni l about

the treo^actlons*

Prior tp thid he tod be«n ia office ana

Dtiaiis Jlyaa to J. debate* Fly»» did aot appear to

fend the RtpubilennB. HeskoH crowod end elf lined Ho would

y R«pttb .̂iocn at r«.id, P«pxy or 33aawn©e« The Bepub-

accepted ia s publio l«tter# -.-Thug put me tip. I

toes? gomettog of the derl«» 'There wire thirty^tlireft

ctuta zgcivst tbe gevetrnor. I brought eleven tep«9»$ rop»

re««nticg law oui ts^n th« etege# The ^udiiwice found out

thty© «58 ©casettiing out of the ordinary and were there*
r,

HrskQll did m% shew tip, I epolfe tso hours end forty-

five iaintot©«# ' I wont over to ?erry. J« Bolea w©a

holdiag oonrt*. CSorernor Baakall did nor come tait h«»d

two •tocogrpphore tfik© down whet I said. He vat

to
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Tht ©sue ©tout thaaa Inflton ltnde woa at

In politico I ted to fight the governor but when too

o&ee ©eras up X w&a on bit aide* Henry aap, Govern*

mint Attorney from Santa Vo9 a writer t*& publlahetr of

? « P M end e acmbc? of th« Con*tittttlonal Convention,

tried th» oaaej a dinorrar WGB «utt&lnid*

Son Smith, Ha*k«U*« pritato attorn§y? oaUed so

ot J£u«kog«e at tS» Katy Hotel one Sand ay Dftornoon# X

telted with hin about the O«J»« *I am for the gorernor#
n

Z »&ld« nH© has oonciittoa no offense against tha United

Statw*" They off trod me a contract. "X want no contract.

I aza only a goo* wighbor ill tfci« oaso* Kiore aro three

mec *&D wi l l control the oaae«n m coked m© and I gave
i /

the aom«» of these mention*! oboye* They troxight an old

judge from Salt Lake City *o try the oaso*

The judge«a» oxipploU X further told them X did

not think they would put Hiaifcell on tr ia l* The
i <

blow over*
I

Governor Ferguson BG8 O nawspaper men at ^

His aon odita the Cherokee; HepubXioan o t Cherokee, I

did not have mush buaineee with Mm* Ho vao very aovoro*
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His wife was blight, a newspaper women*

Governor Frantfc, a Bough Rider, followed him*

Frantz was previously an Osage Indian Jtgent, but accept-

td when astod* by Roosevelt*

TMJ& Governor, Bob Williams, was one of my favor-
er

i t« governor* •

I had a 0389 of a man arrested for baring in his

pots«t«ion a quart of whiskey and a t t l l l * He couldn't

mates his bond* Someone aaid: "Croirwell might make i t ."

X could not get a certif icate of deposit* "1*11 sign

the bond judge", I said, as he was a friend*

While waiting to make bond, Judge Williams saw me

and talked t i l l ten o'clock* "Hadn't you better go in
t

there, they are waiting," I asked* "Well they can t

•tart without me,n he replied*

The Republicans were in a pitiful minority at the

Constitutional Convention* ljurray was President*

I ^advocated a system of tax t i t l e s , known as the

Australian system* Every time you f i l e a died a public

officer certifies i t is 0. K. This .did not pass* 2

asked Murray why he did not put i t in. a e said they
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took advantage of him though he thought It was good*
* 1 *

I appointed an abstractor to go over t^t part of the
\

constitution and I oould not atop it when it came to

the floor but I oould hqve saved a lot Of abstract fees,

I wrote two communications about American Naval

Vessels and American Merchant Marines and how they might

be guarded from Submarine attacks* Theee were addressed

to Thomas A. Edison, who \>QB then official technician of
i

the government, in care of. the Secretary of the Navy* I,

made three propositions*

One was thr.t the ahltje should have steel chains

set away ab t& thirty»five, or f or$y feet from the sides

of the ship* Another was

clay pigeon is*fired to catch these to torpedoes before

they strike the ship* My

fast moving ships which vouid ram thetw submarines*

The idea of the chaj.

before it ait the ship* 1

not be damaged*

to fire traps or nets like a

third was build long pointed

.ns was to explode he torpedo

ship would rock but would
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Edison 0 death, newspaper men accredited

him with the steel netting plan now In use on a l l ships*

However, tni* was my proposition* Now t h ^ have these

ntts which go to the very bottom of the toeel* This was

nothing more than my pro position to have something a

distance away from the ship to explode the torpedo*

After "the re poop t of the Lusitania tragedy I did

not seed my letter to Bdiion for ten days* In the moan*

tine'I asked Mr« Zachariaa, the well known formes banker,

and he approved It* Than I sent i t on aid when the news-
e

paper zten looked through Edlnon'a papers they saw drawings

of 1Stt% invention ©f .̂ jiae which has doubtless saved u&ny

American l ives*
a

During the World War, about September 1913, Senator^

. OtJen «nd I attempted to en l i s t . X had already bought

1X2,000 woecth of liberty boois but I wanted to aid the

United States*

In addition to buying ths tools which I had to
1 * *

s e l l for considerably below p«r( eighty-nine cents on

the hundred—they la ter went t o 101), alfi&ough the

local authorities did not welcome me to speak as I was
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too ailltant, 1. mad* spteohes of two and one half boars

Lb. Eastern Nebraska and also at Hennessey, Oklahoma,

Her» I found meny Germans,

> One fttae I was in the kitchen of a Qtrmn horn*. The

man aaidr "Der Kaiser i s wondtrful, Wilson ain't anything*"

X Mt htm in his own kitehsn* nIf you don't like i t , why

Aid you OCSMS to this country?% X askod* "You hers free-

doa of spseehi of action* Tour personal property right*

ar« rsspsoiitd^ W«»rt e l l for Wilsoa. H# vas too slow,
\ • '' ' '

i f anyiniDKt in starting ths war, Thtrs are 122,000,000

ptopls in Hb» United atatss* The nwi do ths voting* Saoh

oat has ont shars* President Wilson has only ono vot*
i * '
i •,

at the polls* Yon have just as many as he does*" "No-

body srar told as dot btfore," dsclarsd ths German,

•. Uj brothsr took sit around among these Qsrmans, wher«

prstlously X had taught' school* Tb« oH wax would sit

and cry. Ss had big oteting* which aada bett«r Americans

out of many of them* , ,
• Is Z »aid, -Otjati and Z trlsd to onlist* I was ten
\ '

ysera too old as! could not make ths entrance to an

Officers' Training School in California, for which I was

applying, I also had a bodily ailment (hernia) whioh
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might*have prevented my enlistment even if I hadn't been

too old* Perhups I could have made it If the war hadnH

closed in November«

After statehood (I was Attorney General from 1906 -

y2$08) I^beoame editor of the Enid Morning News for about six

months, I would work on this iob from two o*clock until eight-

thirty every day* A man from Kentucky took over the paper the

first of August. He was used to writing the editorials so had

no need for my services* The Morning Neva was started about

1906 by a man who had been a Police Court Reporter without

editorial experience* He induced me to take th t part of hia

paper*

In 1932 I was chosen on Governor Murray's unofficial

Budget Committee* and served from July 1932, to January,

1933* I started an agitation for homestead exemption - no

liene allowed) with a law prohibiting mortgaging* This was

the first time such a law had been nade public before the state

I also favored striking penalties for delinquent taxes* I also

fltood for the'limitation of Ad Valorem taxes* Hie board was

composed of two lawyers ana two business men, one of each of

whom was a Repablican and the other e Democrat* A Rancher, an

Oklahoma Natural Gas^Corporation man, and an Associate justice

formed the committee* One of the men owned bank stock and

disapproved of my idea of st. iking penalties* He had paid
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his taxes, he said, and thought no one else ahouli be

Otir f irs t session was la the Government Mansion*

We held sosflicoB once OP twice a week* We appeared

the judicial committee I wanted a morattai\im of

^hlfi woo wholly constitutional. I t does

not bre&k a contrect twt givo* to trial j>aag» power to

vary terms of contract by enjoining upoa clerk delay.

I believo in limiting coaeaaed vr.luatloa to $2,500, ocr

Thle wooM ^r^e a l l homea up to^OOOo* $0,000,

My reasons for e3caB$tion are that e bomea ê̂ d i s

a host© for s faally ft*^ a man should be protected tn
f

hi a domlcllo* Money Invested in a fondly roturna no

dividends* You can tax a family out of a borne• Her*

we do not allow x$en to s^ctfer iKxvevty to death* The

govormwat fe«dat clothes, acid furaietwA abjltorr tor

tbe needy*

I I»ve a eon anS daughter* Ify aoa, Jesse Lee

Croivall, i s naoed after fath«r (first name) sad
j

grandfather!SBTB6&6}:* He la pr&eldeat of the local

Lion's Etoib atd part owner of the Croaarell Press*

Mary Cromwell i s en Oklahoma State University grad-

uate. 31* also attended . Phillips* 3he took araaic
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under Professor Dyksterhaue. She graduated In May, 1924,

from the University.

I have written a number of articles, one of which

la called the Kingdom Invisible* In this account of

heaven, others have found satisfaction, for one lady, a

prominent stenographer, who was losing her mind, has

found strength to carry on by its perusal.

If I have epoken plainly it is because I believe a

biography should state what a man thinks, what his con*

viotione are, tihat he advocates and what he has accomplished•

Hotel The Budget Consul tteeoonsi a ted of Judge W. 0,
Cromwell of Enid, Oklahoma; Major K*M; Kerr, Muakogee, Okla-
homa} Mr; Ben F* Harrison, State Budget Officer} Mr. G, R.
Strong* Clintont Oklahoma; Judge C« C« Hatchett, Durant,
Oklahoaa .-yield Worker*


