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Field Worker's name Merrill 4, Nelson,

-

This report made »n (dage; April 28 _ 193 n

1.

2. .

Name William Oliver Cromwell,

Post 0ffice Address 215 North Independence, knid, Oklghoma,
3. Residence address (»r leeation) 424 West Maple
4. DATE CF BIRTH: Mofith November - Day _22  Year 1860
5.+ Place of birthAdams County, illinoisL in the country.
6. Name of Father.Jesse Cromwell Place of birth Alexandria,

: Virginia.‘
7. Name of lfothieAnna Eliza lMcMurray Place »f birthJacksonville,
' Illinois,

Other information about motherShe was the greatest reader I

ever knew., Hated wrong more and loved right. Had 6 children.

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the perso>n interview=d., Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects and questions. Continue non blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached ' .
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Merrill A, Nelson
Field Worker,
. April 28, 1937,

An Interview with Mr. Wi{lliam Oliver Cromwel},
215 N, Independence, Enid, Oklahoma.

In & most interesting narrative, Mr. Cramwell gives a
" bi% of his ancestry apd it is from both father and mother's
Aide an illm.triml 1ine. He also gives a most readable
account of the happonin@ to his immediate tqrobo&rn in

w

their pionsering. He was one of a family of seven children,

.

- only one other than himself, a siater, I'lqy. x;ow living 12
Mﬁm:', at fdnond. Before coming to Oklahoma, Mr. Cromwell
had led an aotive and interesting pu‘bl'io 1ife, the events of
which are omitted in this mamscript as has alzo been the fam-
i1y hiltorz, because it does not relate to early Oklahoma.
X% x X ks * %k % * %k

At one time in my early manhood, I filed on & tract of
land two miles wgat of Kremlin. ‘ The original c‘zwlaimant o this
tract owed the bank of Buid, so J filed for it. I sold it for
$500.00 to a Russian who improved it and sold it for $18,000.00,

There were tml other ways of filing. One way was the
‘ myroulption, the ris!.xt of & squatier ‘to purchese ahead of others |
when land is lold;.ﬂ' the other was by the timber method. You
could claim twenty acres, then put Simber on it and in =0 many

years gqt a patent.
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It tooé me four weeks t; éo from & place twentyefour
miles east of Lincoln to my ranche I had two horses brt one
was spavined and the other was clubefooted.

I started to Se;a_t‘tle.' #ashington, about 1893, I sent
ny baggage‘and oné hundred volumes down to the depot, mostly
téxtbooka, ny grié agﬁ trunk,

I planped to gc; to 0ld Oklahoma for the opening and
. /especially to' eee some old aéquaintanoes before going to’
Seattle, I'ialked to the station an& bought a ticket to
Enid, I remaiﬁed here when I arrived, I landed atUNOrth )

" Entd, November 16, 1895, The bus brought me to the Montezum
Hotel in gﬁid. I got a room, pulled off the pillo',casea,
covered the gillow and sheet with ﬁS;;;;pers, and slept with
ny gant; on, They were nice, clean people who were running
it, but I took no chances, f/\

The Rex was not yet in existence, We afterwards held
court thers in the building which became the Rex Hotel, Thia‘
Rex Bbtel was apparently or‘briok, being painted tih.' They
would send pictures of it to Congress and the Congressmen
wonld tﬂink it too bad not to stop the trains at a town where

; -there wds a three sfory brick building, ‘

&)
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I 2inally got me an office here in Enié: bnt that\EQ
another n@pry. .

One of the men + o-pbcxally wanted to see &z & resson \\
for ooming ¢o Lnid, was W, L, Condit. He was a member of \\\
the townsite boerd which had the anperviaion of iL¢ businepgs
and residence lots eapscially in’ eonteated cages, The other
nembers of this bosrd weres Charles O, Wood, of Texms, an old
man from North Carolina, end Victor M. Wallzce. This Mr,
FWallage left here and went back to Washihgton, his former
home, Now he is in New York City practicing law. They were
located in the present Ed Weatherly building, south of the
square. On the ingide of the squars 400': $00 fest wore
the postoffice, the lapd office and & little office building,

T'ha building (Bd Weatherly's) was a frame one, but this
014 tuilding was taken domn and & brick building has taken
itgﬁplaco. {Where Safewny grocery atore 1a'nou). éo used
to also have soms boxing metohes in this building, I used

_to work in the YMCA at Linboln, Nebragks,snd so knew soms=
thing of'boxing. A man who was training for the ring cams
st mch\ko e mad bull in one of these sparring matches.

He promised Me would not pumi(,ﬁgh me #0 I lanlod hin on m.n

_ chin, Thin 1ooaenu tha\ggrtilage in the upper part of the
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head, and he did not like the blow. He hit ms a crack
right under the shoulder which was painfuls A.“tel; two wesks
another young lawyer whom I knew ocams here from lLincoln,

I aho‘ net 0, J, Fleming, president of the Bank Of Enid,
probsbly the first bank opaned here. I begsn to Zes. I had
business ~fr1ends'hare eand a0 gave up my idea of golng to
‘Seattle. . |

~or eight or ten years we did a large business praéticing
lawe -411 the citizens, just like mysslf {though I h:d been
in railroad bueiness), wanted the ;rains to stop in iaid.
Dus to the faot that ths Rock Ialard Officeholders were ip-
terested in Nbr;h Enid, they di& not atop the trains at what
. is now Enid, sll {trsffic going through the mwe varthern
tom. Senator Owens was one of those interested in North
Enid, I foug,ht‘ the Rock Islend on this point, 4t the same
time, I assisted thexr: Sy preventing dinomér; I bdelieve in
" protection of property, end person, .The mob would te& up
ralls and did'ditch & freight trein, loeded with wheat,
| They ditched ancther near Pond Creek where the same trouble
was on.

One evening at aix, the bell which tolleé every time
there was & lull in business in the big square, begen ring-
"ing.. Somstimes we would meet in & big tent &t about the

norfhwnt carner of the present courthouse. The mayor and
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his brother were ruilroad contractors here., There was a
wooden bri@ge crossing Eaat. Main, where t;w iron one is

on the Rock Island now, Q'I'ho mob went down, piled bales

of hay around the piers, satarated them with coel oil and

set them afire, The mayor (Spsncer) seemed to want the
bridge to burn. but I said; "You must stop this. If you -
do not the pessengers will sue oﬁm man on your vigilance
commd ttee end break the town'. Go down belor the city limite
if you want to cause trouble®, I shouted. ihey saw the point
end left. <hus the tension was oased,

Thers were two officers at the land office, the Re-
ceiver and the Begister, The Register loved to drive a
gouple of horses with a fine buggye.

There was \‘another time when thsy were starting to tear
up the tracks. 1 got the shaeriff and others und went down
theres Thrves ties hud bad their spikes removed already. 1
got them to demiat. The trein slowly went through without
going off ths track.

| They put a2 group of ons hundred policemen on the city
payroll., #ith thia they raised a fund to mellow Harry
Thompson, a rajlroad official. The Rock Ialand said if a

certein sum~$2,500. or 80 was raised they would put in a depot,
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The citizens agreed. «ll the texpayers helped.

» grend jury investigoted the.ditching of the trains
and the destruction of bridges. The co;pany, however, knew
that the bridges were in danzer. They even went so far as
to enjoin five hundred maembers from tulking sgainst the
Rock Islaand. So,little cume from the investipetion.

. A senator of North Dakota finally ordered the Rock
Island to stop at =nid. T.is wes endorsed by lloke smith,
Secretary of the Interior. Jefrferson was ggesignated & rajil-
road town for its county, and Z.id for "O" or Garfield County.

At one of the mestings, the rfether of ilarquis Jumes, who
had settled on school land two miles socutheast of #nid, wes
-in to&q; The old men was a r'risnd of mine. "You have been
tulking too much"? I warned. "You muét be cautious." After
that .hen he got to talking, he would say, "iemn, if you must
use forece, be ciutious abou; it. Dontt encournse destruction
of property”, he went on, repealbing my.talk to him. .

All the marshals carried six shooters and most of them
hed forty-fives, too, Dennis T. Flymn was special, ana I vas
local council for the rrisco. ir. Murshall, a kimg of Tammany
politician, wes a marshalt tie believed in doing things by force.
He cames from Cripple Creek; Colorédo. lie did not like mining.

Hes made c¢ollections. He usually sot his mon.y. lle became g

friend of mine. Another wes J. . Clark. Both of them were



CROMWELL, WILLIAM OLIV:R. INTERVIZY
1369 3%

southerners. .

A man sbsconded. They were after him when they tried
to collect £500. from him. The marshal followed gnd over—
took him. "I see y.u made the collsction, did he resist?,"
I~asked. "I @13 not give him time to resist,” replied the
marshal.

The sottlers used .o cu! timber from school lend. The
United States Marshal, Harry Th&ﬁppon, wis a Yriend oI ih: seg-
tiers. % wws reporved thut the government woul prosecuts.

ﬁCome‘to tue Coney Isl. d saloon at twelve," Thoupson
said, "there is goins- to be a killing. lhers have been fwo
strange men in lo.u mor than é.waek.h .hey are govermnient ofe
ficiuls to sse about e timber steal;ng. I1'11l order drinks for
them, then 1I'1l sefve then another round. 'sho is going Yo pay
for these drinks® the bartender will gemhnd. *I 4id not order
tham',I';l say, Tuen I will grrest'them for the disorder they
will cause and kill them in tho act of arresting them."

I went over to Judge Mcitee Nurray's office srd told
him of the marshslfs plans. "ie is haadstrong®, said the juége.

" "Those n.en are here on asn entirely different matter, ] took

the marshal to the judge's office and tulked him out of his plen.
P
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Later, two men came in here to an Dast Broadway ree-
taurant to eat. The marshal claimed thut they tried to draw
a shot on him. llo shot the men in the jaw. ..e killed, alto-

; he shot
gother that [ kno. oy, ihr.c men th.t way and one/in the

04
.

templec.

Fatterson was al'ter discnburg. It was about dusk. T.e
marsﬁal fried to stop n.m. letierson would  robsbly b ve
killed ﬁiseﬁburg for whrt he had Lut in his prpexr., .attersuvn
shot the marshal Qprougﬁ the ;hast. The marshal went back
through the store, leaned his gun sagainst svmething in the
door and shot, whiia sté;gering. He came back through the
atore and died on tnc sidewclk from inéerAAl he.corhayge.

The editor left town, stayed wway in Nofth Enid until
the feeling died down and thon returned.

43 I sald, I renember ilurquis erus.yyen a £0y. He is
the famous author. Ilie hud the .hooping ceuéﬁ 8o severely

\ . :
one duy that he cought h;l& 5f the bpggy_ﬂheel to ocase his
“min. 1 bried co kelp him. Fis fotler said he had it so bad
at times thut hé woulu whoop Lill he lay down. lic and my son;
J. Ime, were in high ééhool together.
Marquis Jumes' first experience in literaturg.WLs on the

Quill, the snid High School gaper. He hasn't been here since

[}



CROMWELL, WILLIAM OLIV:R. INTERVIEW.
\\ 9

his mother died. He visits with Lee Cromwell when he comes

1369

to town. ﬁe sends him a copy overy time he writes a book.
He was & home boy. He didn't hang around pool halls.

A,mob was here on the square one dsy. The Unites States
camissioner lived at North Xnid. People thought he ought to
@ake his residence here. He was a short fellow, «ith hair
turning white., on the park in the center of town (én acre
of ground) was ths postéffice, a small building 16x18 feet
in dimensions; the feder-.l land office, and & small office.
Sfhen the commissioner would not cose here they asked nim to
resign. He refused and they threate#ed to hang him. . At )
three the mob csme after him. They to?e the building which
wes his office to ;ieces and put a‘rOpe around his neck. .

got hold of the ex-mayor, J. C. Moore, &lso Meibergen, Lee

and McKenzie. I got a dry.goods box from one of .ue suores,

carried it across the street to wher- - tle mob was congregated.

"Get up end talk to the mob, "I told the mayor.n» lo, it would

!

not do,"he said in a pinched scotch voice. "You could not do

a thing." |
. : I
bere wes a big crowd a little ways off around the man

they were trying to hang. I gathersed about a do&en to

hurraeh eround the box where I.was stending. E&ou shall

6& (‘k
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not do this thing, " I said, " I know the uames of'evgry
one of you and if you kill this man, i‘will turn you all
in to the authorltiea."-Artgg I haraééued‘fdfaéﬁdﬁt twenty
minutes the mayor said with less fear than before, "Maybde
you had better get me up on the box now," With the dozen e
men around me, part of\tham lawy;rpz we qﬁieted the moh.> i

Qur law fima was Fields, McKenzie and Cromwsll, It
was just west of the pos; of fice and a~}ittle northe 8-
had three twenty-five foot lots on the square.

I had been sslsated as Aseécigﬁe Justice by a party
grogp.‘ Governor Frantz wante& ﬁé t0 be Attormey Gan?ral. ?
and 8o 1 withdrew with an unwriﬁﬁpn gndegstandlng thnf Ne Co
Garber was to have the Associate Justice position, if I were
chosen Attorney Gemeral, - |

So I began to serve in 1906 and served two years. They
paid me $1B00. salsry; with warrants and expenses, The ox=
penses amountedlto more than the salsry., As I was the last
" Attorn{y Geﬁoral under the Territorial government, I had to
be legal édvlsar to help get the state of Oklahoma into the
Unions; I advizsed in the praparation‘bf the statehood elections
statement for a Wote on the Constitution. I initiated the
Women [Suffrage Bill. I was on the Returns board,

| v B

|
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The Probibdbition agltation helped Frantz., I am a proe
hibitioniet in thought Qm hadits but do not beliove in ;‘orcing
the {asue. You ocan mansze to put it over as people have to
sudmit t0 the laws but the best wey is to dare for the childe
ron vhen young. ' »

There was ot course a good deal of routine connected with
ny state office, Ons of the npochl.mtteru I denlt with, how~
ever, was the freight date btusiness. 1 ocansed the Rock Island
to be rebuilt by iesuing a mandamus,

Previcusly the Rock Island treing went s3s sj.owly as Mve
miles per hour bstween here mmd El Reno ih 'places, due to the
poer road bded, 1 imum on the proesent one hundred puund
rails ipstead of the wevious fifty-nine, and tnntya-ix ties )
to the rau instead of aixteen, ssventesn ‘or eighteen, which
would mt hold the traine. I had mtas ﬂllod banalt $me
proved ami concrete culverts tnt%allod. Befors ¢the osse

Fd

ﬂachnd; court, the railroad got dusy end completed the cone
gtmcﬁ;)n dm.a;ndod. ‘A11 X had as a guide was a omse of a
lhﬁihﬁ/ natiise in Hew Jarioyf applying to a reailread only
six mu’;n long.

lh'; lowe, who appeared in a lower ecourt for the firet
time , dnd & whols b¥ttery of lowyers complied with the

lu

order pqrfocting the case before it reached the Supraeme Oout.
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Mr. Jowe wag the General Attqr;oy for the Rook I‘al“anﬁ.

In conmeotion with this, & ha-idgv gave way over the
Cimarron, the résult deing that two coeches end the train
‘sank {m the quicksand. The tenler was found recently.

Then I degen to file cases before the Interstate’
Commerce Commission on rates of reilroads. I reduced the
rate to Zoxwes City %0 twelve and one half cents end the
;xport rate fram thirty-oxio to twenty-four cents. This
reduction of ceven and ome half cents a hundred meme off
the treffic of $35,000,000. a year, &t which I estimated
tho~ total freight bill. . ‘

The yailroads objected when I tried to maks the Okla-
homa ‘common points! rate to Galveston egusl or less than
the rate f;rom Kepsas City to Galnstoﬁ. They contended thet ~
their low rate wes a water rate; i.e¢,, that it was &n com
potition‘rxtﬁ supposed steamships going down the Missouri,
when as & mm tter of faois, freight was not moving by river
at alle I saw no reagon at least why Oklahoma City ani.
kc.&lostor should not enjoy equal rates with Wichita and
Topska, Mr. Lowe examined the witnesses himself, 1
ﬂ.nal,ly secured an equal rate from Oklahome Git'y %o the
Gulf 25 that from Karsss City o the Gulf.
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It made the rate on the Kansas City Southern twelve
conts inatead of eighteen cents a hundred on grain to
seaport, I tried eighteen or nineteen cases of this type.
ALl ;orp won but two or three, I redusced the rate on coal
from Colorado, Arkansas 6r Mississippt, into the dtate, also
on hovses, cattle, hogs, coming from Fort gorth, and Kansas..
I reduced lumber from seven different origins, such as
Arkanea;, Ipuisiana and other points, <

Back in the '90%s I was a Populist for awhilz‘but when
the Demooratic party adopted same of our planks under Bryan,

!

]
we had no csndidetes, This was partly a‘rarmar!s movement
a

I, accordingly, was the only member from Oklahomm at the
National Democratic Committee for 1896, i '

As our populist party disbanded in 1896, I went back
to the Repudblican party, I made s ca?paign against Callahan
after Mr, Flynn hsd failed to begt him, In $he county, Gare ]
field, which I repnasénte&, Je$se Dumn was my opsonent; They
voted at the state meeting for several hOufs; Callahen and I
both lacked -ten of getting the majority, therb being some
qther candidates, I had a friend who was continually gotting

drunk, Finally Woods County, which was dry, when it saw .this,

o
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gave its twenty votes to Callahen and ﬂe von, That was
in 1896,

I led the cumpaign for Bird againay Bll;;grbss,
Demoorat, for Secretary of States Aftor statehood B1l)
Cross became Secreta;§ of States, They voted ell nipht,
After sunup, Bill Cross got the nomination, Tha’ was“in
1807, Ilater MoGuire, Republicean, ran ugainst éill Cross, J
Jake Bammon, who built & monument om Bill Cross' grave,
wae & fridnd of mine, |

To go on with my work as Attorney Gemersl, I in- ,
dicted the Rock Ieland and the Friggb baca se they
diacriminaéed. Their rate from Chicago to &oodwurd was
different from the rate hetween Chicaéo and Lnid,

Many Rapublic;na favored bringing Indian Territcry
in as a separate state, €hough this migh; mean two more
Democratic senators. During thg négotiaticna for statehood,
a committes waitad on me and declared that if Indian Terri=
tory were permitted to hold their own election, tiey would
bring aﬁ almost unanimous vote for the Republicen partye a
man on the Dawes Commission was $he spokesman, '

~ I pointed out that the Enabiing et insisted that the

- slection be held undef the lawa of QOkluhoma Tbrriiory,

44
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a8 it was both in Oklahoma Territory and Inmdian Territory.
an counting the vote, I was deisignated a member of the
"Returns Boaxd, £ive state of ficars componing the board.
'Mi:. Bawter, atate tressurer, only sexrved one day. The
Governor, 3eoretery of State, and Auditor were the other
members, but none served hardly at all. The Govecrnor,‘
being & ‘candj\.date, eliminated himself. Secretary of
State was alfraid of f&'all Murray and his squirrel rifle
brigede, Murray secmed %o tﬁink sons one was going to
do something witk the rejurns--miscount them, but the
election was 2 square dsal. Murray threatened anyone
who would dare oﬁen the boxes but I made the ocount,
The Sacreﬁexry of State lort the state ami did not return
for & while, possibly to avoid Murrayds threats. It
. took me three weeks to ocount the returns.,
waxi;n’;\ﬁaskell' s private agtorney, Tom Smith,
was ons of the v&a‘i;ehe_rs. I was casually acquainted with
the Governor. There was also a 'tatbhnr for the senators
an;i a watcher for the represo;ztgtives. "I"here wag also
a watoher for the counties, these last three haﬂng{one
for each party, amd a general oBs, making eight in all,

Mr. Baxter came in at the-opening, but soon lef{. Tom

U
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Smith end 1 and the Secretary of State wWers the only
ones that sferted. I put Tom Smith to wor. Amos
Fulsom, Secrstary of Staté, left before counting
gommenced. Baxter did not come bedk so 1 was the gnly
official then in charge. ‘I@ Snith quit at the eﬂnd

of four déya, sgying he would be back, bui bhe never
ahpwid‘ up 1 finiched up myselt. .I wuld give the
noﬁpaper boys reports as to. how the counties were
going. . |

The vote went asbout as 1 expocted;. The vote ran
approxime tely twenty-five thousand, total on the state
slection., Governor Murray never cames up. The Speretary
d4d not coms back %111 the vo‘tss were coun;;ed. He was
voted out amd Bill Cross became Secretary of State,

The Republicans wanted two states, though 1t seems
hand to believe. Nony Democréts wanted one state,
Congress settled it enyway and wonld not let us hawe two
1£ we had wanted them.

In this respect we di ffer from Texes, which has the
right to cut itgelf up into more stat;n i8¢t so desires.

| I argued fartwo states. 1 said ei ther of ow rtates is

mch larger than Rhede lsland, where when the train enters
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the stade you have to start aspitting or it will leave
before you hit the state, They werse arguing singlse
statehood for North @md South Dakote end doubie for
us. Nbfth end South Dakota have only one crop they
saiG. The morthern part is very cold some said. One
of the Songressmen declared that the crop is three
months d~~= late in the fall and you have nine months
winter.

Quite a few Democrats wanted single statebood--
éoliete it or not. MacMasters' Magazine of Oklahoma
City and Shawnes openly advocated it. They had a pic-
ture of a blankset and & iot of tepees around it with
the caption--"This blanket shall n&t be divided.” Of
course the Democratic politicians wanted two states.

Steels was aﬁpointéd Governor by Harrison in 1888,
Governor Seay, seéond governor, was a character. I be-

’cams quite well acquainted with him, He was really a
wonderful men, & bathelor. He bad a high pitched volce
and no beard. ‘

One time Governor Zecy was circuit judge, corres~

Another Judge
ponding to ths present District Judge./and seven or

eight lawyers had been arrested for playing poker.

o
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"It is a shems to disturb a littls friendly geme! seid
the arrested Juige. "I tell you how we will fix it.’
Iavﬂi}} elect Seay judge pro~tem." He did so, Seay
freed the juige end moaked the other lawyers $50 apioce,

/Anothar time, the judge sentenced a gambler. "I
fine the man $25.007 seid Seays "I got tist in my hip
pooket”, sald the man. "I also sentencs you to thirty
days in jeil, have you got that in your hié pocket?
shouted Soay%\>

Corneiiua amd Julge Sesy were partners. They got
one hundred doller school warrants at sixty cents on the
dollar. They came t0 my house to fizure how t6 collect,
We had Seay get a julgment on %pe county snd then Core
nelius easily collected the wéﬁrants.

Other men of the time I knww were Secretary of -
State Filgon (Charles), who served with me (His son is
clerk of the Fedaral Court umder Judge Vaught); Baxter,
who was treasurer; ths head.of ths school land commiaai;n;

' “"
the auditorp and Amos Awing, the State 0il Inspector.

/
/

I overruled Amos Ewing one time, He said that .the
farmers would have to use kerosene of a certain grade
for their ineubetors. I said, "fhe state has no business
to specify the grade if it is safe”. They used to say

if you smelled kerosens, Ewing was around.

-~
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John Moore was about the first meyor Enid aad,

Tams Bixby, now deceased, who districted the State .
tor Constitutional Délegatés, ediyed the Muskogee Yhoenix,
Thoy had one district which was unusual, Bill Hurray had a
book he ozlled his Bible with a‘pig%ure n it of this dis-

,
tricts It was‘a case of geriyéaﬁaeriaa. hey h:d made

nis district forty miles 10?/%& only a few miles wide to *

keep Murray from beinr el

ted, He won in s it L, tHe
/.

handicap, /’

Thero'ﬁas'a ~an/of a certain firm who sald, "If Bryan
is elected;.the sountry will g0 to the dogs." "¥%e are fixed
ﬁil right", said another man, "My peartrer is a Democrat snd

’I am a‘Republiban. fle cen sell -est at a good price ﬁo
 matter who 1s elccted." |
My fellow officers were ced. ble men and hardled their
. buq;neég vell, However, in those days thure was no. s0 much
- %0 dos So perheps it wue &ll-right ihat the governor received
helf a8 weh @8 the ittorney Ceneral does now.t 2
I do rot belicve in & mortguze on homesteads; also,
they should be given five years t¢ redoen ir 1ncﬁmbéred. we
"now have ;1x gach of both State Nﬁrmals and .gricultural

Jolleges. I wanted about hnlf the State Normals discontinued

and I would do the saﬁa with the latter. .?his woﬁld reduce

+
| . 0
{ H
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the troublesome legislative school dloe. Governor
Murray said, "1 agree with you on this program,"
| The civi) service cgn becomean evils, They are
gtarting civil serv;ce for the p;lica. In thirty yeurs
théy will have over one hundred police where they now
have cnly a few, which will greatiy increase the burden
of the taxpayers,

In the statehood election o---~4%-:, I worked for ~
the Republican party. Thereﬁ&as a joind ﬁ;eting of Re-
publicans and Democrats at Lawton, Haskell and Gore
were there %o represént the Democrataes Ovems wes blilled
but as Gore liv;d at Lawton, the array of combaﬁaﬁts:
geamed tQ>one-s£ded and he would not £0. They nut me .
upe The first five minutes they beren to disturd the
gathering., I walted patiently. Figally'the chairman, *
Gore, said, "Gentlemen, I am ashamed of you., W&o havé
bio&ght thié Republican dswn {9 our territory. W e have
gat him up first. He is the Aﬁtpﬁney General, Now if
you do not‘quiet\down, nobody {a to speak hers ," I
spoke one hour ;ng twenty minutes without further inter

ruption and had a sood time, T, Ps Gore was sn able

man. Covernor Haskell made & good address on statehood.

R -

Tan
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Haakell was indicted by the Fedewrol Govornment
for being implicatod in Indiosn lonmd Qenls, Some prome
{neat Republicona end Roosavelt took part in the 1nves-
tigotionse

Je I. Orcmwell, a diatent illativa, w3 o elerk v
the PDaxee Commission. There was a Superintendent of
Iniian Schools, oxd o mon huck in St. lowie on the
Federsl Tomnsits oard, his dnemies, who kumew o1l about
the %ransactions. .

Prior to this e hnd besn in officé ard chellenged
Dernis Flymn to = debates ¥Flyon d44¢ not appesy to dee
fend the Republicnns. Heskell crowed snd elrimed he would
neet :ny Repudlicen at ‘nid, Perry or.:“)h!‘mnee. The Repube
licans sccepted in & publio letter. . They put me upe I
knew sapething of th:e derls, ‘Therc were tm@%w

cLges sgainst the gc'vurnc:;. I brought eleven tepasa, rope
recent,!.n?g Yow oidts On the stage.‘ The cudlence found cut
there wan sometding out of the ordinsry and were there,
Hrglrell 346 mot show u;. I epoke two hours a#nd forty-
Cive minuton, "I went over to Topry. J. Boles woa
holding dowrt. Oovernor Hackell d1d nor coms Wit had
two stonogrephors take down whet I seid, He wus 11atle

§

to impeseaisnt . -~ -
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The onse abous theas Inlion Junds wea at Ardmore,
in palttfcn I had to tight the governoy but when the
cosec oume up X wus on his sides lenry asp, Governe
ment Attorney from Sants Fe, a writer usd publisher of
verss end ¢ meubey of the Constitutional Convention,
tried the ocasej au desmrrer wes sustcimed,
Tom Smith, Haskell's private attormsy, called me
ot Huakogss at the Katy Hot:ol one May efternoon, I
telked with him atout the czsee I em for the governor,”
" I suide "He has ocommitted no offense aguinst the United
States." They offered me & comyracts "X want no contrect.
I e only a ol neieddor ih this case., Thave are thres
men who will contyol the oeise.“ /ﬁe asked me and I guve
the nomes of these mentiondd above. They trough? en old
juige from Selt lake City to try the coses
The \Mgoum aripplefe I further told them I did
not think tieay would put # skell on trisl. The caae
blew over, -
Governor Ferguson vadf s mawspaper men at Watonge,
His son edits the Cherokes Hepublicen &t W. I

| \ - i
444 not heve mush bunmuf‘t wth hin. Hes wag very severe,

\
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His wife was bright, & newspaper-womrn.

Govefnor Frantz, a Rough Rider, followed him.
Frantz was previously an Osage India;x Agent, but accept-
ed when asked by Roosevelt,

 Thipé Governor, 3ob Williams, wes one of my favor-

7

ite governors. X

I had a =89 of a map arrested for having in his
possession a quert of whiskey and a #till. He couldn't
make his tond, OSomeons said: "Cromwell migﬁt meke it,."
I could not get & certificats of deposite "I'll sign
the bond judge", I aai(i, a8 he was a friend,

While waiting to make btond, Judge Williams saw me
gnd talked till ten o'clock, "Hadn't you better go in
theres, they are vaiting,” I asked. "Well they pan't

2]

start without me,” he replied.

The Republicans were in a pitiful minority at the
Cons titutional Convcntion:imnay wos Pmiidmt.
Igdvocated a aystem of tex titles, known aa the
"Axuﬁrali _ systefm.' Every time you file k“,ﬁa dded a public
officer e\rtiﬁeé ﬁ; is G, K: This .4id not pass. I

asked Murray why he did not put it in. He seid they

A
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took advantage of him\though he thought it was good.
I appointed an ébstrac er to go over th;t part of the
gonstitution and I could not stop it wﬁyn it came to
tﬁe floor but I could héve saved a lot 5@ abstract fees,
I wrote two commnnisaiiona about Americsn Naval
chaela and American Merdhant Marines and how they might
be guarded from Submarine attacks. These ne£§ addressed
fo Thomas A. Edison, who ﬁes ther official technician of
" the governmant,-in care af the Secretary of the Navy. I,
made three propoaitiona.'
One was thot the ships should have steel ghains
set away ab % thirty-five or forty feet from the sides
of the ship. Another was |to fire traps or nets like a
olay éigeéh is .fired to egqtch theée to torpedoes hefore
they strike the ship.ﬁ My [third was build long pointed
fast moving ships which would ram the... submarines.

The idea of the chaina was to éxplodo the” torpedo

before it ait the phip. e ship would rock but would

pot be damaged,
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. Attey Mp. Ediaonla death, newapaper men accredited
him with the steel netiing plan now in use on all ships.
However, this was my pz'opbaition. I;bw they hove these
nets which go €0 ths veary bottom of the ksel, This was
mtﬁing more than my proponltion to have something a
distance away from the ship to explode the torpedo.

| After tke report of the Lusitania tregedy I did
not nend my letter to Ediaox; for ten days. In the mean
time -1 asked Mr. Zacharlas, the well known former bankox',
and he epproved 1t. Then I sent i4 on'am when the news-
paper men looked through Edison'a papers they saw drawings
of thes invention ef yine which haa doubtless saved meny
American  lives.

During the Varld War, about Septerber 1918, Sem tor)
.otjen and 1 attumpted to enlist, I hed alreedy bought
$12,000 woxth of liberty tonds but I wanted to aid the
United States. |

" In mddition %o buying tis hoxﬂ.a which I had to
gell for consideradly delow pnr( oighty-nim cents on
the hundrod--thoy later went to 101), =alphough the

-

local authorities did not welcome me to speak as I wes



!

\

-

le\mnﬂa, WILLIAM OLIVER. INTEIVIEW
S , . | 1369

foo uumt, lmdo spnohu of two and one half hmrs
£ Eaatopn Nebraska and also at Hennsssey, Oklahoma.

\
Em I r&m nmy Germense

‘;\ One ‘thm I was in tho kitchen of a Germen home. 'th
'mn sald, "Du' Kaiger u wonderful. Wulog ain' t’atm‘.hing.';
1 vxut him 1n his o kitchen, "If you don't like 1t, why
did you oome to this coumtry?”, I asked. "You heve free-
dom or specch, of action, Your persoual promiy rights
are rupocﬂd. ’ﬁo'rt ell for Wilson. He was too alcm,

if enything, in in starting the war, Tare are 122,000,000
pnpplo tn the United Statu. The man do the voting, Bacgh .
om hau bne ahara. Preoident m.hon has only one vote ‘

at the polls. You havc just as many as he does. "Now

' body ever told ms dot bcfors," declared the German.

SIS ) -

My brother took mo: around among thede Germens, whére |

previously I lad tanght sdicols The ol mm would ait

‘ and @y~ fe had big ruotinss which mde bettsr ‘Americans

out of mepy of theu.

~
R

: As X maid, .otjen and I tried to enlist, I was ten
.i X
'hoo old and. ooum ot mke tho entrance to an -

im:m’ Training School in california, for which I was

applying. I also bad a bodily ailment (hérnia) which

.
.
/ ‘ \
» \
‘ -
,
.
\\
r
X



-
-

wl

CROMWELL, WILLIAM OLIVER  INTERVIEW 1369
= 27

might have prevented my enlistment even if I hadn't been
too old, Perhupq.I gould ﬁave made it if the war hadn't
closed in Nb#ember. i

After statehood (;Qwas Attorney General from'1906 -
1908) 1 became editor of the Enid Morning News for about six
months, I would work on this job from two ;'élock until eight-
thirty every day. A man from Kentuceky took over the paper the
rirst of August. He was used to writing the editorials so hagd
no need for my serviceas The Morning News was started aﬁout

1906 by a man who had been & PYolice Court Reporter without

editorial expefienca. He induced me to take thfy part of his

paper,

In 1932 I was chosen on Governor Murray's unofficlal
Budget Commititee* and served from July 1932, to Januery,
1933, I started an agitation for homestead exemption = no
liens allowed, with a law prohibiting mortgaging. This was
the first time such a law had been mmde publlie before the state
I also favored striking penaltiss for delinquent taxes, I also
stood for the limitation of x4 Velorem taxes, The board was
composed of two lawyers ana two businesstﬁgn, one of each of
whon wes a Repuplican and the other e Democrat. A Rancher, an

Oklahoma Natural Gas.Corporation man, and an Assosiate Justice

formed the committee. One of the men owned bank stock and
- disapproved of my idea of st.iking pemalties, He had paid
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nis taxes, he gaid, and thought no ooe olu.nhoule be
Lapglrene

Our first sesaion wae in the Govermment Mansion,
Yo held sessions once or twice s woeke. Ve sppeared boe
fore the judicial committes. I wanted a morstérium of
mortgages, This wes wholly comstitutionsl. It does
not breek & contract tut glves $o trial julze power to
vury ternma of contraetl by emjoining upox; elerk delay.
I believe in iimiting essesasd waluadion %o 32,500, or -
mores This would free 31} homes up %085,000.# %,600.‘

My reasons for exerpiion sre that s homestesd is
a home for a fanily a.d & man should be pmtected in
his do*ngcilo. Yoney invested {1 & family redurns no
dividends. You c¢an tax a family out of s home, Eeye
we do not allow yen to suffer paverty to death. The
goveniuent fesds, clothes, ad furnished shsltar for
the neady, |

I have a son and daughter. Iy son, Jease Lee
Cromwell, i{s named after father (first pame) and
m&tetﬁer(mmml. He 1a praatdanﬁ of thei local
1ion's Iiub amd part owner of the Cromwell Prgaa.'
Mayry Cromwell is an Oklahoms State University gred-

wts., She also astenled . Phillipe, She took mmeic
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umior Professor Dyksterhaus, She graduated in May, 1924, w
from the University.
I have written a number of articles, one of which
ia called the Kingdom Invisible, In this account of
heaven, others haeve found satisfaction, for one lady, &
prominent stenographer, who was losing her mind, has
found strength to carry on by its perusal, A
Itz hnve.zpoken plainly it is because I believe a
biography should state what a man thinks, what his con-
victions are, whlat. ‘he advocates and what he has accomplished,
Note: The Budget Committecconsisted of Judge W. O,
Oromwell of Enid, Oklshoma; Major B4l Kerr, Muskogee, Okla-
homa; Mr. Ben F. Harrison, State Budget Officer; Mr., C. Re

Strong, Clinton, Oklshoma; Judge C, C., Hatchett, Durant,
Oklshome .~Field Worker,



