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RICHARD (DICK) :ORGAN..
D'ﬂ'“&nt, Okla. ' '
(An intermarried Choctew Citizen)
An Interview.
Mrs. Lula Austipn---Reseapch #orker. )

Indian-Pionecr History, 5-149
April 14, 1937.

Date of Birth--zpril 25, 1854.
Plece of Birth---Virginis
Father---W. E, Norgan

Place of Birth---Virginia
¥other--isallie Morgen

Place of irth--Virginia
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' INTERVIEW #ITH RICHARD (DICK) MORGAN ~

DURANRT, OKLAHCMA.

INTERMARRIED CHUGTAW CITIZEN.

i left Virginia when & boy and ceme west, finslly
" locating in ¥olf City, Texas where I remained until 1893.
During my’stay there .r. &eorge, for whom I worked,~and
vho had became attached to me, suggeeted that : join him
in a cattle feed adventure. e -ntered this business, which
proved profitable to me, ziving me a stert in the business
which was to be afterwards the busines: I would follow
throughout my‘later years.

In the month of M;foh, 1893, with the profits 1
had made, s team and covered wggon, I moved north to
Indian Territory, finelly ianding in the town of Durant,
a smsll place on the Krty railroad, but in the hearv of

o

the finest grazing country I had ever ssen, with good

pens and yards for shipping cattle.

=

Durant at this time had no more than threec hund-
red people. The town consisted of four stores- Drug store,
Barber, two Grocery otores. Water waes secured by wells.

The principal industry was Cotton, Corn and cettle.

e~

Enough was seen %o assure mé thet i had found the
plece to locate, which I did.

I hed enough money to sturt buying cattle, and it
was during one of my cattle buying trips that 1 met my

future wife who was Loerna Nail, a Chogtaw; deughter of
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Catherine Harkins snd Edward Nuil. 1 was m.rried under
the Choctaw law, I wus required to have tewn sigzners before
I could obtain a license and the fee was <100.00--that
gave me all the rights snd privileges of a fullblood Indian.
As the town grew, I was the one to helo build the

firat church in Durant, which was the llethodist. Later the
building was so0ld. e built the sec?nd one, which sfterward
burned. R, L., Williems ocame end asked me for & donstion to
build enother one. I wrote him = check far :100.00. 1
subscribed to build the first college in Durant, for girls.
ilelped to establish First “etional Bank, whiech was first
bank under charter. I wes Vice¥President for twenty-six
years.

The first bank %ss operated by Jones and Ledbétter
without a charter. Capital was $5000.00. I borrowed sll
the money and bought cattle. 1 had gone to ¥olf ity ;n

business and on arriving there had word to return to -

- X e

Durent immedistely as tbé depositors héd'made‘a run on
the bank. The bankers had locked the do;rs and were
hidfing, a8 the depositors threéte;ed to kill them if
the money was not returmed. 1 went to the deposit&rs ;
" and told them 1 had borrowed thie money and would give

tham my note for the amount. That satisfied them, I
<©
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shipped the cattle amd cleared $3000,00, paid the bank
and the depositors were pazid, The benk closed. This
ended the first bank in Durant.
I help to organize the Demogr:tic party before
stetehood. I was one of the first Aldermen of Durent;
was elected April 9, 1900,

I w&e'oonnecteg with the #ilson-Jones faction. The
Wilson-Jones end Locke factionswent to war over the election.
Both had an army and several mem were killed. The fighting
was in th; viginity of Antlcrs'and aroundtihe capital at
Talihina. -Tones won. 7Thsn came snother faction over
election. Creen MoCurtain ‘and Tom “unter. The llunter
factioﬁ'held in. clection and took the ballot boxes to
Talihine and the .o 'urtain faction guarded the capital.
Calling on the United rtateé for troops, a'company of
ﬁagro soldiers were sent and took charge of ballot
boxes and MoCurtein won 3 to 1 and was elected (Ghief.

.&& wife's grandfather, Rokerf Rail, wes cheirman of
Rabbit Creek Colony and an interpreter for the Indians.
It was the custom’for the INdians fo hold
cettle for the white men, Will Durant (Present Chief of

Choctews) held gattle for the Doogsns. Their br.nd was

-
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the bar X 4.

A white man was obs«rged $600. a year, permit to
live in the Territory. They would put in claims for the
Indians and live there for the improvements. The Indians
would fence as much aa 640 acres, no one could locate
within a ; e mile of each cther.

Before statohood Indéans were all self-sustein-
ing, had plenty stock, chickens and nice gardens. There
were no begrers. He had good schools. Never h:od peopvle
lived iA such a cuuntry ss we had then,

#e had meny outl=ws here, one buanch compesed of
Lon Gardner, Tandy Folsom, Ed Bohanan, and Dave Bohanax,
who were all nearly fﬁll-blood Indfans. Many times i
have seen them all drinking end riding their horses
in the store and shooting, not caring whom they killed,

The United Stztes made a treaty of pe:zce with
Th:dy Polsom, which is a matter of record in the Fort
smith Courts, wiped out everything against him and-
made him an officer of the United Stztes.

Alec Robinson, andther oulaw, stols a poor
Dutohman®s oxen at night while he was in camp and hid
them. I gave Ed. Bohanan $5.00 to go %o Muskogee to get

8 warrént to arrest him. He went to arrest Alec and was
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shot in the beack by Aleec, who was hidden in a dug-out.
They mever proved Aleg shot him,

The Choctaws had no jails. They punished you by
whipping you at She whipping post end, i{f you committed
e third oftdnae, shot you. 11 recall a man who was
oonvicted of murder end sentenced to die. le was
turned loose and told when to come back to be shot.
Some of the men tried to get nm/‘o ride horseback
into Texas and escape, "No", he said, "me come back".
He did. They hed him sit under a tree und put & Pross
over his heart and a Mr. Podey shdt him.

I'vas a close friend of #{lson N, Jones,

Chootsw full-blood, who was called Chief among his
psople. He wes the bhigrest cattle man in tﬂe ooﬁntry.
1 bought cattle from h%g for ten years and uﬁlcss you
shipped them out he wouldn't sell to you, and one day
1 was grazing cattgf around oléd Ft. Washit~ and ofteg
heard the story about the Fort beihg haunted. It was
said that a man and woman were hunged there for being
: traitora; Rach night they were seen riding around =and
around the house. But in all my nights aspent there,

I was not fortunate enough %o sec them. There wsz an

There. wus an old Irishmsn who volunteered to spend the
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néght thers end wateh for the riders. Wnile sitting
before the fire, a voics apﬁarontly coming from & qaf
that -a-‘lyiﬁg on the hearth said, "Nobody here but you
and éo.?at,xn there? The Irishman said, "What? end the
vd&e;,ppplpnlg;in and Pat said, "andi by ____~;,no ons
will be here but you in a minute.”

' %hen the Indians begen to register at the

County Gourt House at Caddo for their allotments, the

’

following were in charge of the register. MoKae Robinson,

322

KV

Joe Bryant, Jude Hampton, Jude Byington ard Turaner Turnbull,

ell Choctaws. The day I registered the men who had ¢harge

of the rogiat;r'ware all dfinking a Iittle and feeling
good. Al’l~ap§:oaehed one of them said. "Here comes
Tack Hérgan, let him registe?;'$ux don't let. Mr.
-Woodward".'lobdwar& was with me 2nd intermarried
like myself, and they wouldn't let him register,
‘but later he wéht Sack and recistered. |
'Eeérq‘slavoifor Choctaws receivéﬁ‘forty
" acres. Thokéovzrnmeng‘ﬁaiﬁ the Qhoa?a}; for land
éivon the iosro. |
My wife was a-very attractive Indian snd had
many admirers when é youné‘@irl; |

-
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In my dourting days I had two good friends whose houses I
would pass on ay way to my girl's-a Mra. Crowder and Mrs; Cese.
They would se= children carrying notes to my girl from her
other besus and would persuade them to eell them for ten -
centa. They would destroy them and tell me about them.

On my first visit with my wife to my old home in
Carsville, Virginis, in 1898, nearly every oa; in tom
mat‘tho trajin, even an o0ld negro slsve who had belonged to
the family. They thought I was bringing beck an Indién .
wearing a blanket and fezthe's. They were much surprised
to see & beautiful, well-educated woman,

My wife died May 7, 1920,lo§ving six children, and
nyself to mourn the‘losa of a sweet christien wife and mother,
My father and mothey, #. E.Morgan and Sallie Morgan,are

both desd. I have three sisters and t#o brothers iiving.

EXPERIENCES IN CATTLE BUSINES®

Atwood Risner bought 120 heud of horses from Abner
Hillis, who wes sdministrator for idrs. Durant. e gave £10.00
a head. Ee shipped 1 car, along with:s some cattle I was
" shipping to Pumroy and Hendley, ot. Louis, Mo. Two weeks
later we went up there and the market‘had been flood®d with
mules, fillies, mares,'and colts, fle asked Mr. Handley, (who

was a DutRhmsn,) what the horses brought., He tobk us to his
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books snd seid "well, the freigat was £17.00, feed sc much,
care 50 much"; so I just asked him what the’thoutro tickets

and Bbrest oar fare was, se he had everything but that charged
against them. Mr. Risner lost heavily on his horses. When we
returned home he sold those he didn't ship to me. I mads money
on them, 80ld 1 apan for £2850.00.

1 1at¢r’vcnt broke; ow-d the Sherman bank §85,000. I
went to Jim Nail, who was President of the bank, end offered
%o turn what cattle I had over , he seid "ao".

Mr. K. H. Turner, of %olf Cit&, Texas, heard of my
hard Iuck and sent for me. Said he had $65,000 he would let
me h:ve t0 buy ocattle if I would pay him 6% én money and
half the profit, I agreed and in two weaks I was back for
more money. He let me have 325,600 more. I bought more
.cattle and after I hed fed them 60 days 1 sold them to
Mr. Dumas, doubling ﬁy money.

In 1906 during a money panic‘I bought 600 steers,
near where hoswoll is now, and g.ve my due bill to Willie
#. Wilson, payable on demand. Then 1 shipped the cattle to
Durand and oouldn't get the money to pay freight. I atgod

the Prisco R. R, off for 30 days.

~
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On one trip to the market at ot. Louis withhzﬁc atesrs
during & Pullman strike, we shipped,.at our own risk, end
ltoro unloaded at Parsons Kandas, for three days. #hen we
finally arrived in Jt. Louis, the pens were empty end the
packing pouloa wers clamoring for cattle., I sold to the
' 5t. Lodis Packing Company for $70.00 snd I h-d only
paid Sg . around. h
Dixop Durent had his claim .nere Durant is located.
He so0ld lote for homes, {ut when aliotmenta ceme up, the
townsites were alliréaerved by the zovernment and you
had to pay the aprroved price. All who hud purchased
“from Dixon Durant hed the priviiege to buy %he lot

they occuried,

x
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