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Bessie L. Thomas, ¢ S
Investigator,
Japuary--21, 1938,

H

An Interview with Mr, G.Z. Cox,
Cache, Oklahoma,

Ny father ownel and operated the Red Store aorth of
Lawton, near Fort Sill, for years, cominé to this country
_in 1889 from Bonhem, Texas, Tarcugh my many years ap‘soci-
ation with the Indians in my father’s atox;e as clerk I
learx;ed the Comanche language and from these Iadians I have
learned the names and history of some of the creeks in this
part of tha. éountry.

\caohe orsek timber was for many years the rendegvous for
many strangers a;d travelsrs and \;hen pressed bg the Indiamns,
they v:ou_ld "olache", or hids, their food and belongings u;til /‘7/
they could come back and get them. By hiding theh, thsy would
sscape being pluﬁderod by th‘e Indians. In telling the fokxks
back homs the best trail out west they would caution them %o
eoml; along the =tage lins tc the big timbexr of the creek vhere
they could rest and:hide from the‘ Indians apd, if necessary,

"caghe™, Thue the stream became Cache Cresk, and to quote

varly day papers, "Majestic atream, upom whose westeri bank
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the towa of L;non now stands".' | /!

The littl; branch;running through the land drawn
by Mattie Boal, was appropriaw amed by the early .
nattl;ra. '?Sm&‘},@! wresk®, ﬁ; beautiful timbers x.zow embrace
;:xax;y of the lawns in tke towm of I;avton: most of the timber
il today goé?, however, replaced by ahad‘e trees. Union
Purk, on the south side of the creek, hus a beautiful ™
Wral" setting, the site for this park was donated to
tehe city by Mattie Beal. Tourist park, also donated by ixer,
~ has baen renamed Mattie Beal Park", in her honor.

While rounding .up some cattle ens day on the Waggoﬁer
Ranéh, a young. cowboy {cll rrogx his horse and was sericusly
ix;jured by bis horse falling and-givi‘ng him a quick throw,
thus causing the boy to become uncvonscious. The cowboys
used every meene they knew but wore'unauceoanful in "bringing
‘him t&". Some said he was already dead, others that he surely
would die, so & uumber of their buncth was sent to Wi‘chita T
Falls for a doctor. Ia this bunch wers some of the boys,
uho believed the cowboy was already dead and @un they '

ruchcd ¥ichita Falls, convineod the othors that he was dead
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and after the "fashion" of cowboys"took a drink or two
on it." They then decided it was a coffin they should
. také baek‘instaad/%fdoctor; but when they reached camp
with the coffin they found the injured boy up .nd about
the camp, 80 the coffin was useless. The boys took the
kidding good nat;radly, Qaid for-tha cofrig,then, wonder-
ing what to do with iﬁ,finally took it to the bend of the
creek neer the ford; hung it‘between two trees which gave.
;ood, cool shade and used it for a feeding trough for their
horses, Travelers coming thaif way were directed to go to ‘
the bend in’the creek where the coffin hung, croes the creek,
end find the trail "out west", thus this stream-bqoam;
"Coffin Croek";\\

One of the ®arly day highways follows the indistinet
line of Goodin Creek. This cresk was named for a rancher,
Goédin; uho‘had.a large grass acreage sub=leased on the
range lying south 3pd east of the yresent town of lawton,
on ths farm owned by Mrs. Margaret L. Yurr. Goodin made &

number of tamnks, or ponds along the bank of this creek which

are fed by springs, affording am abumdance of water. An old
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yrail follows the creek from the ChisRolm Trail to the
northwest into Fort Sill and the Wichitas. &lthough the
somewhat
Goodin is a fast dimming trsil, it is still/distinet, ind
where it crosses the cultivated land, gives the farmer
several good remiuders of Ranger Days,
Whiskey Creek was so naned bscause a moonshimer in
those wild and wooly fronticr days cached his supply of
nfire water"in the wilds along the banks and from there he
fared fqgfh amongst the Indiens and the éoldip?s wnd sold
his warese, Finally the government boys came that way and
" found the "ocache™ but the moonshiner, who h.d besn warned
in advance of their coming, haa mysteriously vanished,
left for arts unknown, down on Snake Creek, near the old
stage coach sténd, they said. The cresk became "ngskey
Creek", it meets Cache Creek near the eit; of the old.
Indism Agency. B
1t is the clear, cool waters of ladicineJdreek, its
source from the mountain springs of the Wichitas which the
Lawton people have dammed back to maks the lovely Lake
Lawtonka, from wnich Lawton and gfrt 8111 recsive their

abundant water supply.
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Early da; settlers around Cache W°ulﬁ often hedr
the blood curdling cry of a punther wailing out in the
~night. These ories would occur more often in the country
traversed by a lovely iittle stream flowing down frem
the mountains. Settlers, at these cries, would come in~
side and bar the doors, terrified, Hunters and trappers
formed big hunts and went dut to gé% the beasts snd suc;) \
coeded in at least quieting the lears of the settlers for :
the time being, until more cries wers heurd. Thereafter
the littie stream was called Panther Croek. This creek
runs up into tae Wiéhita Forest und is becoming ome of the \
bewuty spots in the éorest.

Beaver Creek and Little Beaver were,of course, named
by the Indians in bhonor of thaé industrious little creature
that sawad down their timbers und dasmed back the creek
waters, Dry Beaver, s branch, has many Springs along its
banks, although ;t; bed 1p dry most ;f the year. Blue
Beaver's waters, Bapkuée of the ahadows cast by ite steep o
banks, iz ear}y day; yeally seemed blue., Today, =nd for
Years, g}nﬁ‘lthe coming‘or man and civilfzati o in this

i

ygft/or the country there have not beex sesn amy more
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beavers or amy other wild 1ife, The pamthers, coyotes,
and evem moat of the cotton tail rabbits have beem killed

ouse.



