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Field Worker's name Ethel Mae Yatea

This report made on (date) December 27, 1937.

1. Name John A. Crawford,

2. post Office Address Elk City, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or location) General Delivpry

4. DATZ 0? itRTii": "or.th J ^ ^ e r ^ g 6 V e a r

5. Place of bir th Arkansas

6. Tame of Father George W. Place of birth Aleb8me

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother Mery L. Cofmen Place of birth Pennsylvania
c-

Other information about mother

Totes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached . . . N
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Investigator, Ethel Mae Yates,
Deoember 27, 1837.

>
Interview with John A. Crawford,

Elk City, Oklahoma. .

t

I came from Arkansas to the Indian Territory in the

year 1894 with my pare'nts^in a covered wagon. .e worked an

ox team, camped out a t night and slept just any wey "we could,

^e C8me to Pottawetomie country and i t took us ten dpys to

make the t r i p . #e set t led sixteen miles southeast of Shawnee,

and lived in a log cabin with d i r t floor and clapboard*roof.

We cooked part of the time on e cempfire out in front of the

cabin.

Father yat in a crop on the shares and af ter he got i t

put^in sold his share and WQS supposed to get £90.00 for i t ,

but the man ran through with the money and a l l we realized out

of i t was a pony, worth about §15.00,and ten bushels of whip-

poor-will pe8S. fie then came to the place where rteetheVford

ia now, and Father filed on a claim two miles north and three

west of where- fieatherford i8 now.

«e took the side boards off the wagon and set them on
A

the ground and put. the wagon sheet find bows over i t for a
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roof. «e camped here unt i l we could get a dugout made and-

some of us s lept on pa l l e t s on the ground and" when we would

get up in the mornings there would be rnttlesnekes under

our qu i l t s , and the f i r s t thijig we would do would be to

have a snake-ki l l ing.

I t wes not long unt i l we got < dugout made; i t had a

dirt floor and a d ir t roof and we cooked on a c^mpfire and

picked up our wood up and down the c&^yons. These whip-

poor-will peas were a l l we had to eat for two winters, no

sa l t , no grease,' and no bread. They were soaked in "gyp"

water that we carried from 8 "gyp" spring that was about two

miles away.
I

I was eight years old and we had a neighbor who had a

pair of shoes that were number eiphts that were too small

for him so he gave them to me and those men's shoei ere what

I wore. My two smaller ^brothers did not have a shoe to wear

for tw.o winters and Mother had only one dress to wfear at a

time and i t was c a l i c o . -Vhen Mother's* dress wore but, we
1

would manage some way to get her another: \ \

fle carried water for two yoers. Then we took e horse1,
i

from, the plow and gave it to a man to dig a well, and along
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In the spring of 1894, Father , being a butcher , a neighbor

hired him to butcher for him. All Father got out of I t was

the hear t and l i v e r and hide of the animal. Father would

put the h ides in the wagon end a r ive to El Heno or Mincot

which were seventy-five mi les a way, and would t r ade tftem for
«

a aack of f lou r .

(?e had been here three j e e r s before we had any school .

Along about then enough s e t t l e r s came in to have a school,

so there was a achoolhouee b u i l t known as the Taylor school .

That i s where I went to my f i r s t school.

We l ived here u n t i l 1902 when Father sold out and w«

came four mi les south and one mile west of Shawnee and bought

a place and l i ved in a camp house u n t i l we could, get a house

b u i l t and then we began to prosper for a whi le . <?e farnted,

made good crops and got good p r i ces and in 1911 rlather -sold

* out,and got 13,000,00 f#r our p l a c e . We then came to Fl-k

City, then l a t e r motfed to Altu'e.

<?e-went to Kansas and s t ayed- fo r fourteen y e e r s . In
.s •

1929 I came-back tyO felk City and have been in. and around

here ever s i n c e . ,

2a the r-and Mother a r e bo th^ dead now and e re bu r i ed -a t
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Altua. I was only 8 small child when we came to the new

country, but I can remember as well as i f i t was yesterday

many tinea when we ha•e^tfeen hungry and cold, wl th ecaroely

any clothes and not moh. of a place to get warm.


