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BINGRAPHY TOR"

"'ORKS T'ROGRELS ADINTSTRATION “
Indian-Pinoneer Yistory Project for Oklahona

an .
Field Worker's name _ Ethel Mee Yates

—

This report made on (date) December 27, 1937.

a ™

——— ——

1. Name __ John 4. Crawford,

2. Post Nffice Address __ Elk City, Oklehoma

3. Residence address (or location) Generel Delivery

4. DATZ OF MIRT4: onth November Dnuy 26 vear 1883
' \
5. Place of birth _ Arkanses. B _
- 6. Tame of Father _George . Place of birth Alebsms

Other information asbout father

7. Name of s ther Mery L. Cofmen Place of birth Pennsylvanis
c . ——

Otﬁer information about mother

4

- . <

e

l'otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer t4 lianual for
suggested subjects and questions, Continue cn blank sheets if
~necessary and attach firmly to this fcrm. Nunber of sheets

attached . . . >
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Investigator, FEthel Mse Yates,
December 27, 1837.

‘Interview with John A. Crawford,
Elk City, Oklahoma. .

~

£ -

B ceﬁe from{grianaas to the'Indian Territory in the
year 1894,w1€h my'ﬁarénts,in a cove;ed wagon: ‘e worked &n
ox f%eam, caﬁped out et night and slept just any wey'%e could.
¥e ceme to Pottawetomie country and it took us ten deys to
mke thestrip. fie séttied sixteen miles southesst of Shawnee,
end lived in s log cabip with dirt floor and clapboaré‘roor.
Je coocked part of the time on e campfiré out in front of the
cabin.

Fb;her rat in a crop on the shares and after he got it
pat in sold his shere and wos supposed to get 590.00 for it,
but the men ren through with the money and sll we realized out
of {t was & pony, worth aboit %15.00,an& tgn bushels of whip-
poor-will pees. e then came to the plage vwhe re vieatheXxford
iz now, and Fether filed on a claim two miles north and three
west of where Jeatherford is now. ‘

'We took the side bosrds off the wagon and set them on

i

the ground end put the wagon sheet end bows over it for e
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roof. e Camped here uniil we could get a dugout msde and-
sane of us slept on 1;9110‘&8 .on the ground snd when we would
get up in the mornings there would be rattlesnekes under
our quilts, and the first thing we would do would be to
have a snake-killing. '

It wes not long unt;ll we got ¢ dugout made; it hed a
dirt floor and & dirt roof and we cooked on a cempfire and

pi?ked up our wood up and down thé ca.yons. These whip-
po/or~w111 peas were all we had to eat for two win.ters, no
salt, no grease, and no bread. They were soeked in "gyp;'
water that we carri-ed from & "gyp" spring that ws:xs about two
miles awday, | |

Iluas eight yeaéfra 0ld and we had a neighbcr who had a \
pair of shoes thet were number eights that were too aﬁali‘
for him so e ;ave them to me and those men's shoeTs ere what
I wore. My two smeller prothers did not have a shoe to wear
for two winters and Mother haq only one dress to w%ar at e; .
time( end it was calico. 4hen Mother's. dress wore é\ut, we | E‘
would manage some’wa; to get her mot§@: \ \ | ‘

Ve carried water for two ywers. Then we took e horse'

from the plow and gave it to a man to dig & well, end alon

R
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in the spring of 1894, Fether, belng & butcher, s neighbor
hired him to butcher for him. A1l Father got out of 1t was
the heart and liver and hide of the enimal. Father would

put the hides in the wagon andiafive to E1 Reno cr Minco,
which were seventy-five miles a way, and would trade theh ro;
s sack of tlour.A | |

e had been here three ysars befors we hed any school.
Along about then emough settlers came in to have & school.
so there was @ schoolhouse built known s the Teylor school.
That is where I went to my first school.

We lived here until i902 when Father sold out and we
came four miles south snd one mile west of Shewnee end bought
a place snd liv;a in a cemp ho&se until we could get a house

. built and then we began to prosper for & while. We farmed,
méﬁe good érops end got good prices and in 19il Father sold
' out and got ?3,000.00 o1 our ﬁlace. We then eame-to Flk
bity, then later moved io'Aitub.

fe.went to Kensss ;nﬁ atay&d-for'fourteen yesrs. In
1929 I came.dback to Flk Cit; and hsve been iﬁ:a£d sround
here ever éinca;\

Father and Mother are both,dead now end -ere bﬁried-gﬁ

“
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Altus. I was only & small child when we came to the new
country, but I can remember as well as if 1t wes yeaterday
meny t{mes when we have een hungry end cold, W th scarcely

any clothea’énd not - *eh of & plece to get warm.

~



