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- «o Lo CIHCRCEILL, DECEASED

Vinita, Oklahoma .-

zere is a man who has died, while living «t Vinitu, zrd cll of his
relatives have left the stat'é:; He was one of ‘.fi;litu's gioneer business men
and has done much for the up-building of the C:'i. ty ard county wud 1 deem it
my duty to tell you the few facts § have frumd out gbc:ﬁ; him, from friends, yet
liviag in'Vinita,. o |

ae Lud Churchill was born «t .iidsor, ..issquri on Decegber 20, 1368
and«'die;d at the nayc Clinie, Rocaester, iimmesota in 1928, ot the age of 60
yearse. ne atteanded the public schools of Windsor and was a student at william
Jewell C&lege, Liberty, liissouri. e went to St. louis at the cge of 17
years apd wes employed by a wholesale dry geods coipany and later was employed
by the .argadine-i.caittrick bz'y Goeods Coipany am became genera)\_lsalesmn for
the Indian Territory. he had a wide acquéintance in the Territory snd Le se~-
lected Vinita as the place tc enter businesys snd maze his home.

Cn Decexber 23, 1890, lr. Churchill and l.i:zs hamie S. Squires were
united in na‘:‘riage at windsor, loe. To this union a daughter and a son were
born. The daugnter, h.r;;. Zelen 'élock_, of Sileston, ko, survives. The son
-died in infancy. Lars. Chu;'c/ﬂ/ill died January 2, 1%24,

In 1898 iir, Churchill moved with his family Yo Vinite and entered

toe mercantile business with wa. T, Wade who at that time was operating the
"Jumbo Stcre", carrying a line of dry goods.
-

In 1902 he went to the First National Bank of Vinita as its cashier

o
g;ﬁ in 1908 became active vice~president, which position le held until 1924
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«when he retired because of failing health, but remiied with the bank as vice-
-~ s

izresident ard chairman of the Board of Directors. 'ie\ wes also president and

a director in the Vinita Building and Loen wuscciation amd @ direetor and_vice-
» 4 L

o

president of the samerican Jersey Cattle Cluu. Iie estatlished a Jei*sey cattle

ranch joining the city of Vinita on the southwest and memed it 'iindsor Flace".

»

Be tad becowe nationally known as a raiser of yrize cuttle und "Windsor Flace™

[ .

&has long been noted for its Jersey. cattle and nas been.a show place of «the

<

southwest, even before statehood.

bre vhurchill was well known in financial circles ‘of the state an&x
in 19720 served as prei‘sent of the Vilznoma Baniers' mssociation. In 1%1S he
was irstrumentsl ic the organization of & Rotary Club in Vinita ard was its

first presideat and even after hls health failed he took considerable nride

»

in keepins up his atiendance at the weekly luncheons. e was a merber and

an officer in the Cresbyterian Church of ¥irnita and a Shriner of the luskogee

Conmandry . ) 4 o

«hile nis body wes taken back to windsor, ‘his‘ fermer hore, for burial,
it. wis his request that it be broug'ht back 10 Vinitaz for the funeral services,
Ire services were neld at "windsor rlace", his Vidita hore, undgr direction of
Dr, Talrade Litt, a f-orz,.ezi‘ pastor, now of St. Louis, assisted by the vresent

pastor, ure, s &, Zarrier,
ad thus anotn r of our pioneer city builders  asses from the field of

- acticn,
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= ”

¢« Ly pame is Felix G . Cowen. 1 was born in Joodford County, Illinois,

. on July &7, 1866 and moved to lissouri in 187, In 1874 I cawme to the Indian

Territory with my parents, dr. and iLrs. Richard cowan, und seviled on vowskin
e . 3
Prairie, then Delawsre Distric?, Cheroiee .ation, Inciun Territory.
In the spring of 1876 we moved to Vinita, at thut ti.e ike town was -

goiny under the name of Jowningsville. Jhe town plat, on record ut the County
'

3

Cierk!s office shows tuat Downingsville was platted in 1&71l, e »lut shows
both iee e o T4 aud :risco railroads as heviig entered ithe city when the rlat
was mz=de. <he towm was then at its :resent location but nad been noved a few

years previous frai & peint down the w2ty track called sulwe owitch, at this
tire, ket the fown wus esiablished there under the naze -.f Jownle gville and
was moved two miles north at the junction of the two reilroad crossings, after

e vl llxrcads were bullt,.
flie ITriscc rude doeir oriinwl s.arve; doun on Jabin Lreek near the
fon of wowuingsviile bul abandoned vie sirvey on account of the rough condi-~

-

ticr o7 the land, and mede another survey waere tie rrisco now crosses the

- other clier~

Jie Cuited ovates Government hed rede cn offer cf ever)
b nete sectica of lend throwgh the Indian Territory to the first reilrosd to en-
tQ“ - O R | 4.3 . -n . .. - UL S Y 0 A J_'.Q
p Ler U e .erritory aund the %o roads Jere raci » W see wrich would recch the

pState irst.,  Ire Ketr gon, by ¢ parrow merszin, and was already here and es-

- -
.

f bablisled bercre toe rrisco reached the towm. .ben the Frisco reached vownings-

Wille, &le ..oty placed bex cars on their tracis and woeuld not let the Frisco
\‘ *r 13

§\‘fs&: their track. l‘hes,% squabbled for some time before they got tre matter get-

ves
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tled. Finally the Frisco built their track right up to the lLaty track and xjhen
dark cace they tool” a rrisco eugine und dumped the box cer off the track and PO -
céeded to build tleir trach during the niht. :oihiig wes ever doune sbout it

ard t‘;‘-e frisco bui't on out us fur as vabin Creel” and that wgs the end of treir

line for severwl ears. -uey buili o rouxd ble wrd trrred Lucir encives

arcu:d afd wend back to ot. Leuis. ..t tiet Lie onl, o few scattered buildi:yss

disti'néuis'red the fTo.n frou t;he rewcinder of uu cadless e.wuse of creen ;:r: irie.
rroeticatly wll of the vusiiess houses vwere eust of tie 1. ae o -, Bruck, ‘tiere
were o Tew scattered busi..ess heuses in lhe one bloc. .est «f the (.. we . T,
tracit,

snters Lusiress.
12 1224 I ediered a curtrership with Gecrge serson .4 e 0,ened 2

0illitrd pirler. our new Lusiness proved te be a greut svecess, <rd we cper-
aved it until 1084, when oiwr pluce of Lusitess wus destroyed by fire.

b}

ets t.arried

Ta 1066 I nerried Lula .urrer, @ ste =@ u hiler of Rouert v, Tittle

of .i.ile, i.li-a -erritery, =ud lived with Ter some twenbty (&4 ears wicn we

;8¢ urited .nd . nerried Tie sice.d tire W olre, mevenh lulr of Ludiaco.Ty .- O

clonte we soent owr honeroon visliins wrosec W owive's cotuts iy “helstutve of
aceli. Tln Llere ¢ . .ael ool e veluwbic Si.ker lond covered Lith cedir ond fir

trees, cue lryce cednr tree orn the plece mrde encuw b lwbir o wvila u Tive

Too:r. Zc.se ¢. vhe plice, in adcitica to ¢ swolelmize, oLt Do, wood sped,

- lumber to fe.ce thr /ard cad curden, .ne tree wos L feet in

&)

diaieter .34 .0 feet Lih. .ne fir trees on the ~l.ce grew as :ih os . C feet.

he  luce wos locsted between ihe toms of cesttle und .cril' nd wad we sold it
0 & w.ber co.prny for saw-rill L urpcces.

\
nters Z.ew business

.

i

|

Uy to 1886 I had made considerable money and there was no bank here to}
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daygs was to-denosit the money with souie merchant

the money up in a safe.

safe und one gg% L.0b

crpreccehed naod” wo ted W osell ne soi.e lots
a.d tode: is "iaita's roin il ¢3S section.
i Treyn bleovath ur scor-e _lekeny,
Jdssovrd, soo i Vet T e t‘z-m;ﬂ-L e wes short
10 sell his rce 1.Lg on Jouth .ilson

the governmeal and

200,00 as soon as he could.

. cro

[y

4

'Y

e

quit cluim deed and wes

I pail

d only made a nmi

vin Lhe amount but

4

shaie in

ne was not sndrt but I had the lots ¢nd *odaoy 1 hove three brick

tle best Liwsgilress secticon of Vinitae., ¢
as muen out c¢i date uere in t'e

T

€ Leen Lhinie Gllse

w1 you got liere

—‘.4
N~
when Tou trewesferred o town lot nes ¢ Lill of oule.
. ) .
T e TITY L A e Vo T S 3 A v e
diecin vl WLl I'G :u,‘.l‘»r LAT.EUG 4 L 380LVveEQ )(Ar v~b1\.1‘.1.: R RIS S RN SR ) 08
i3 It e Treee sbtore DUIlins ony new lelse  TueTe ucs o unr el Lere
o . DR s N .~ . e PR -~ A N - L e - ‘\
iwr Loanivl, €168 w.d chivlens taose dE,., oo A oJdeolled ooern o feed stirve
wrd cuy tle furncrst' Lroduce. Ther were so lod o et wonirel thct I did o
lewd JIfzce business from wae vory starte I Uegoo uuyio s Liidel tid vrs und
" ]
bel re vwx long 4 dded © stocel of creceries., . cconiaved in tre grocery
tuzl ess ia Vipita for 32 _ears.
n.ters ¥ iltics
~arvi; Lfter stutelcod Iovas elected o Scunty Ceo miseic. .r frow

Lbee ©ird dlstriet @& Juile 1B office, we let tie
~the sresent new-cocurt houses Joich i

: In 1618, I retired fra:x the crecer

: ' :
Evas a,pointed as stesard of the

busiiess ond

¢ ireet ©r tie building of

o onue of tl.e best in the state,

"ollowing rear 1

Zastern Clllahorm llospitel at Vinita, a new es-

tablishment which had jugt.beenﬂatarted in 191Z.

It was my duties to handle
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the cormissary end I held the place until april 1, 1921 under tie MNurray regime,

- ihen the hospital was first.established they were very scurce of room

'S

for both patients and employees. I drove from town for sore ti e but this got

so bwrdensowe thut I took a one.room apurtient in Lthe Violent ward in the bage-
ment. It was ¢bout as noisy as tr i.: to slee. on v roilrvad rirht-cf-woy
we soon got used to it. ‘ /

. I have served as @& memb.r of the City Ccuncil, 2il told for

:

of 19 rears aad wes a mewber when the preseut cily water worls was byild to
Gramd river, 1 have seen Vinita grow from o villace of only u few/surndred to

« ¢it, of the first class with « population of £,CCC.



