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Iillien Gassaway,
Investigator,
Octobsr 11, 1937,

An Interview with Mre J. . . Craig,
Carnegie, Oklehomsa.

My father ceme to Furcell, in 1889, when I was
only nine years old. ¥e moved from there to Minco
where we did general freighting‘for J. Do Lindsay,
who had the Govermment contract to haul ell general
supplies to the differsnt Forts and Indien Agencies.
This included the issue supplies for the Indians and
hey for the forts for the horses, ‘e hauled from
Minco until the railroad cume down to Chickesha.Then
we hauled from the Marlow wood camp to Eprt si1l. I
think this was about 1802, In 1890 we hewled the other
way, from Henrietta, Texas to Fort 5ill, ernd then from
El Reno to Rainy Mountain, through Anadarko. 4t the
time we heuled from Henrietta and El R;ho we had our
own contracts. #He got $.66 per hundred pounds when
we heuled from Minco and $.80 per hundreé hauling from"
El Reno to Reiny Mountain, “ T

-

We hauled the first targets for Fort Sill that were
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used for terget practice by the so?df ers-behind
Lookout Mountain. Al1 these hauls were msde with
ox teams, We had two gix‘yoke feams. My father
drove one fesm end I the other. We never hed very

mich trouble with the fndians whitle hauling for the

Govermment, Once in awhile they wou'd T™un our I

e

steeraioff, de1ayihg ug a few days. Once wi;; %6
‘'were at Fort siv' putting up tge hay ‘Tor %the Fort,
the Indiens ran &nr horses off and it took us twé
deys to find mos?t of“tham. Some of theit we never
did finde I loceted some by going up on the mwounw
tain «1de and ’Sgking over the country. It did no
good to a;k en indian ir he hed seen them/ZZAwou‘d
say, "ﬂb sebe, Flve dollars, me get 'em.” Maybe he
knew 811 the time where the horses were, LN
Ve saw more trouble with the Indiang after I
went to work for the cattlemen. I worked for Drig~
géfs for awxhile,  Mr. Driggers was later a banker

at Chickssha, Then I went to wbrk for D. Re Femt,

whé had catt'e o'l over the Kiqwe and Comanche
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~ccuntry. 5, Pant had the beef contract with the Gove
ernment , and supplied the beeves for the Indians.
!I‘was é&yxod toon when the Cheyenne snd cowboys

had a squabble. Two brothers had leased some land
ffom some Indiens. The brothers had be n gbving the
indinans boeves along as t£éy wanited an’ necded onee..
;he Indians got to where they thourht éhe men should |
zive them one pretiy ofien, Theg had gottgn 80 many
that the supply was getting loé, and the brothers de-
cided that they wouldn't.give the Indians any for awhile.
Sc one day when the lndi;na'came’after a beef thg men
refused to lex fhom have it, This made the lndians

ad and they begar to ficht. They killed cne éf the
brotherss lhe ot brother killed two of the Indiaus
| ond wounded anoth9r.“ ¥hen he hadremptigd his gun, the
brother turned and rode away;”rh;~1naians turned away
too. In a little whlle‘tge brother came back to get
his brp%herfé bbd& and thehlndiané ware getting their

" dend men. words passed dback and forth until there was

\ .
serious danger of ware OF at least sericus trouble. 1t seemed
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thet in 8 very ehort/?ﬁs;é w88 an army of both
Indiens sna ccwboys. ‘he egent of the Cheyenne
country heard of the troudle anc csme out uﬂd '
talked to the Indisns and soom hed them quiet.

¥y father 111:d on & place neer dountein
Vlew.' I cdidn't stay there 7ery Yong bug came
back to Minco for awhile. Iywent back to ihe
Cheyenne countrys I went horsebeck. One night I
’ camped at the o074 stage crossfhg on Criner Creek
near where Hinton now stgnds. 1 unsedd'ed my °
horse :n< tied him to the horm of the saddle. 1
spread the ssdcle blsnket doxn 10 aleep.on snd

nyself

covered/with my sticker, rest ng my\head on the

sadd'e, Along sbout four o'dYock in the morning

the horse wekened me by snorting and stemping around,’

I knew something wss wrong but { asre not get upe I
turned over without raiasing up ~nd puiled my guns
¢lose to me where I could get to them easy., I hsd

'a rifle and a six shooter, I looked &' around-the -

best I could but could'hnot see anytﬁgpg.l knew
L k)
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if I reised up thiet if 14 were .ndiens after men
they cou'd see me bx/zizgine tnd ¥i') me, vo I
ddn't risk getting up. The horse soon quieted
down and I went back to sveep., Just beture day
the liorse wekened me agsin in the sane wey, and
ag&iﬂ I turnad over w1 thout reising up and drey
my Funs up to éa. I 8ti?Y coulan't see maythinge
¥hen day ceme I went down to the creek to inves-
tigate, There I found moccagin (racks a1 up end
down the creek. So I knew what hsd scared my
horses I found out ‘ater thst the iﬁdiane had
ki1led & men who hed campeu 1# thls sewe spot aboug
three months before. ‘

whive 1 was hauling for Lre linoesay,. tnere wag -
8 Mr. Shene who had the beer contrsct with the' Govern- ’
ment to hsul to Fori sSiMY, hé hed five eighv yoke
tesms with three wagons 1o the team. He al%ays hauled
& carload of beer at & time. Some of the men bsc mle
teamg but oxen were more commonly used,
Note:

Mr, Creig Yives on en Indien Yeamse southesst of

Ceruegle. SE} SEC 34 Twp 7N Range 13W.

“t
.



