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Lillian Qessaway,
Investigator,
October 11, 1937,

An Interview with Mr* J* . • Craig,
Carnegie, Oklahoma,

My father came to Purcell, in 1889, when I was

only nine years old* We moved from there to Minco

where we did general freighting for J. D* Lindsay,

who had the Government contract to haul all general

supplies to the different Forts and Indian Agencies*

This included the issue supplies for the Indians and

hay for the forts for the horses* We hauled from

Minco until the railroad came down to Chickasha.Then

we hauled from the Marlow wood camp to Fort Sill, I

think this was about 1892. In 1890 we hauled the other

way, from Henrietta, Texas to Fort Sill, and then from

El Reno to Rainy Mountain*, through Anadarko* At the

time we hauled from Henrietta aod El Reno we had our

own contracts* We got $*65 per hundred pounds when

we hauled from Minco and §*80 per hundred hauling from'

El Reno to Rainy Mountain*

We hauled the first targets for Fort Sill that were
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used for target praotioe by the so^diers-behind

Lookout Mountain* Alt these haul a were Died© with

ox teams* ^e had two six yoke teems. My father

drove one iem and I tho other. We never had very

much trouble with the Indians while hauling for the

Gtsrerament* Once in awhile they vuu ĉi run our ____---~

steera off, delaying us a few days. Once when we

were at Tfort Sit'1 putting up the hay "or the Fort,

the Indians ran our horsea off and i t took ua two

(Jays to find moat of thaa. Some of them we never

did find. I located some by going up on the moun-

tain side and booking over the country. I t did no
for

good to ask Bn Indian if he had seen them/he rourd

say, nKo ssbe» Five dollars, me get fem.H Maybe he

knew all the time where the horses were. ^

We eev more trouble with the Indiana after I

vent to rcork for the catfemen. I woricad for Brig- ,

tgers for a^ii^ ©•' Mr. diggers van ^ ater a banker

at Chickasha. Then i went to wtik for D. fi« Fant,

had c a t f e a l l over the Kiowa and Comanche
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country . Mr» Jfcat had the beef con t rac t with the Gov»

eminent , and supplied the beeves for the Ind ians .

I was a t !<eA ttoon when the uheyenne and cowboys

had a squabble. Two bro thers had leased somo land

from some Ind ians . The bro thers had be n gfrving the

Indians boeves along as they wanted an* neoded one.

zhe Indians got to where they thought the men should

j ive them one p r e t t y ofoen. They had gotten so many

tha t the supply was g e t t i n g low, and the b ro the r s de-

cided t h a t they wouldn't give the Indians any for awhi le .

5c one day when the Indiana came a f t e r a beef the men

1
refused to lee them have i t . This made the Indians

ad and they began to fifjht. They killed one of the

brothers. The oil*?? brother killed two of the Indians

oud grounded another, P/hen he had emptied his gun, the

brother turned and rode away. The Indiana turned away

too. In a l i t t l e while the brother came back to get

his brothers body and thetIndians were getting thei$

ieaa men. Words passed back and forth until there wag

serious ianger of war. or at least serious trouble. It seemed
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time
that In a very short/there was an anay of both

Indians ana cowboys* xhe agent of the Cheyenne

country heard of the trouble enc came out end

talked to the Indians fxnd soon had them quiet*

My father iVi-d on v. place near-fclountain

View, I didn't stay there very long but cam©

back to Minco for a*hi%e» I went back to the

Cheyenne country; I went horseback. One night I

camped at the o^d st8ge crocsing on Criner Creek

near where Hinton nov stands. 1 unsaddled my

horse sn: tied him to the horn of the saddle. I

spread the sadcPe blanket do*n to sleep, on and
myself

covered/with my slicker, rest>ng my head on the-

eaddTCe. Along about four oM^ock in the morning

the horse wakened me by snorting and stamping around.

I knew something WHS urong but 1 dare not- get up. I

turned over without raising up rnd pu"Hed my guns

el ose to me where I c,oû  d get to them «asy. I had

a r i f le and a six shooter, I looked all around-the

best I could but could'not see anything.1 knew

L ' ^ *



347

CRAIG, J . r . INTERVIEW U850

- 5 -

i f I r a i s e d up th<-t i f i t were . ndiene a f t e r men
the /

they cou^ cl eee me by / sky l ine <n<5 ici1 1 me, i.;o I

didn' t risk: get t ing up. The horse soon quieted

down and I went back to s^eep. Just before day

the horse wakened î e fagsin in the spue wey, and

again I turned over without reiaing up and drew

my guns up to we, I s t i ' ' 1 couldn't see anything.

When day came I went dovn to the creek to inves-

t i ga t e . There I found raocca.sin tracks a"1! up and

down the creek. So I knev what hod scared my

horae. I found out "^ater that the Indians hec

k i l l ed o men v.ho hsd cempea in t.^is seiae spot about

three months before. , .

While 1 was hauling for L'.r, Liaosay t. tiure was -

a Mr. Shene who had the beer contract xlih the Govern-

ment to haul to Fort Si*n. ^e had five ei'ghx. yoke

tesm8 with fciiree ^^OAS to the team. He alweys hauled

e carload of beer at a time. Some of the men had

teams bu,t oxen were rcore commonly used.
Kotej

Mr, Craig fives on an Indian lease southeast of

Carnegie. !SE£ SEC S4 Twp 7N Range 13W.


