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This report made on (date) August 16, 1937, 192
1, Name May Qrabtree.
. rost Oftice Address Altus, Oklahons.

3, nesidence oddrecs (or location) _West Pecan.

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month August Day 21 Year 1880.
[4
5 Place of birth Mississippi.
6. Name of Father Frank Dodson. Place of bpirth Mississippi.
Othier informat ion about father Farmer.
7. Name of Mother, Thursey Bishup. Placc of birth Mississippi.

Other information about mother
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Notes or complete narrative by the {ield worker dealing with thetlife and
story of the .eruon interviewed, Roef.r to Manual for sug.csted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
.25 forms Number of shects attached 9 .
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Zaidee B, Bland,
Journalist,
August 16, 1937.

4

An Intervioﬁ With Mrs, May Crabtree,
%ltus, Oklahona,

i

Pather died two and e-half months befoye 1 was

born and Mother stayed 1"Mississippi only long enough
to get strong after ny b{rth and then we,movéd into
Arkansas,where we attac #d a ssep-father, Jim Thomas, and

went on into Indian Texkitory. About the first thing

J

, )
. that I can really remefiber was the trip to Oklahama.

There were no roaﬂs t¢ speak of and Pappy was eXpecting

to go just over the line & little way.and ﬂent land and

work in the sawﬂills d@ringvthe slack time}of the crops.

We wandered arohnd n the woods and got waterbound and
/ :

!
!

could not really tell where we were. f
v |

I remembér once we were traveling a}ong through some

!
b

shallow water and /we got too close to tle bank of & stream
: / . /
of water\gnd'two/of the wheels went dowh into the water so

far that thé\waﬁér poured fnto the wagén and almost washed
C - !
everything away'and scared.us almost 70 death but Pappy

had good control of the ho%ses and they pulled us. out.
\ A

P \

| /
| _
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Pappy rented lgﬁd’near Compton in Latimer County. We
had a log house, Mother cooked on an open fireplace.
e got our water from & spring creék and the water
came boiling out from under a great big flat rock as
cold &s this I am offering you out of the Frigidaire.
. How we did love that water! We washed in 1t, waded in
‘1%, fished in the deeper holes in the creek., It was
,/sufely living waterall.right:

Mgther only lived two years and then I went to live
with my uncle in the Choctew Nation, He owned his land
there and he aﬁd Auntie were both very old and Uncle did
nothing bdi,hunt or fish, I lived with them until I was
grown. ey lived in a big four-room log house and had
everything one could wish for in those.days for we did
not know so many things to wish for as we do now. My play~
mates 'ere Indians and I was about grown before I could

sing 7 song except in the Indian language. I surely knew

of Indian songs ,though,and I thought they were

Y

a lot
pretty and have taken part in thei; dangces but cannot
say I ever understood the béauty and enjoyment the Indians

seems to get out of the dance.



335

CRABTREE, MAY. INTERVIEV. © 8232,

D

3

Meny times, Uncle would take us children ﬁ}tﬁ him
hunting for he was o0ld and his si ght was poor., I have
toted many an o0ld gobbler home by taking ;im by the-
feet and thrﬁwing them aoross my shoulder a;d when I
would get home with him all his feathers would be off
the back and head where I had dragged them Bﬁ‘the‘ground.
We hunted daer and bear. Uncle cured the,maa%*oﬁ.the
deer by jerking it or drying i% as sane c&il }t but the
bear was so fat they always salted him awby agg cured.

him more like you 40 hog meat. Bear meat was.sa fat /

/

I

that you would have to trim a lot of tﬁe meat off, i% |

rendered some of it,for bear grease waé‘godd for'a 1idt

of things and especially for the hair and to grease you

D

-

chest if you had a c¢o0ld of to grease bottoms of & ¢ 11@ s
feet if he was croupy anq‘we glso made soap of bear| grease,
We dripped our lye fram an ash-hOppér and made all /the

soap we used. 'Possums‘were put in water rolled 1 a%hes
and then all the hair scraped off then they were ut'bpen
and all cleaned Qut and then thrown on top of the hoﬁse

or somewhere &nd allowed .to freeze before they were cook-

ed. Then were roasted on a spit before the open fire
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with frequent basting with a sauce whish Auntie always
fixed upe I think it was made of vinegar; syrup, red
pepper and I ﬁm not sure that was all but I am sure

that those three things were in the sauce aﬁd sometimes
after the 'pcssums wvere parboiledithey were stuffed like
a turkey and then roasted.

Once, we were all out'helping Uncle lay same fence
and a little Indian anmd I were so small that it took us
both to lifttand carry & rail, We were a little way from
the others and saw what we thought was a2 big dog.run out
of the bushes and grab one of the grown dogs in his mouté
and make off into the woods.,  We sareamed and ran back to
the others but were so scared that we could not tell for
a long time what we had seen., TUncle kept saying, "What
scared you“} 4t last 1 éaid, *A great big dog caught one
of our dogs about the back and ran off into the woods with
1t", It was a .oouger 1liop, Another time we wére out
hunting with Uncle when I saw a great big "varmint™ in
' %he hollow-of an 0ld tree and I said, "Look, Uncle, there
is a dog in that tree",. Uncle shot and such a soream that

varmint did let out;it nearly scared us all to death and




337

CRABTREE, MAY. / ' INTERVIEW. 8232.

-

everyone of:/gl"skinned up" a tree and left Uncle on
the groun@f:ione. Uncle finally got the "varmint® T
killed ﬁ'; it was a catamount. We would go wad;ng in
the o:ﬁ?k and I would take my apron and hold it out
fromf;e end get 1t full of 'crawdads and we would take
thzﬁ to the houseend Uncle would go fishing with wus
and use the crawdads for bait,
We played many gameé in the woods, "Wolf Over the

ver", "Dare Base", "Stealing Chips" and "Blgtck Man"
but the game I think we loved most ;as to bend down a
young tree and name the tree after a favoylite horse and
ride up and down, uﬁ and down., I bet you there are a
hundred trees in the eastern part of the state growing
crooked today from the bending gpd riding we gave them.
I woulE—eat anything the Indianéwould'pxcept terrapins.
I qould not "go" them. I have carried one many times in
my aprpn_until we would get to a place to uake a fire so
he Qould be.roastgd or T would take it home with me to
give to my Indian friends. We never passed up a terrapin

but always caught every one we ran across. I never knew

an Indian to iron clothes. They would wash them and hang

-2
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" them on a bush to dry, shake them out and put them

back on.

All the religious meetings I ever attended were with
the Indians but @hey usually had a white preacher or a
converted Indian to do the conducting of the services,
8o the meetings weres very like the ones which the white
people heid. I remember once when we lived near Durant
and the church was called Lone Elm that we had a converted
Indian who was the pastor coming to preach for us onae

every month. He usually came on Saturday and sometimes

‘'we had preaching on Saturday,too, but times we did not

have preachihg .Oncegome of the men got the pastor off on
the ¢reek to gamble and drink‘and the next morning wﬁen

We were allvgssembled at the church to hear him preach he
came walking-down the aisle,';ntered the pulpit and saig,

"Brethren, I am quite intoxicated this morning and am not

‘going to talk to you". He picked up:-his Bible and walked

out,got into his buggy and drove away, leaving us all won-

dering what in the world wes the matter with him until some

, one explained.

i
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In 1888, 1892, 18968, I think we had the most
peaches and the biggest peaches I ever saw. A half of
a peach would not go into the mouthbof,a Meson jar,.
We ﬁad a neighbor, Carl Owsns;wyo loved to ex?griment;
ha took the limb off of a June apple tree and grafted
it onto a peach tree that would ripen in June apd for
years he had apples and ﬁeaches growing on the samé tree.
He also grafted a pecan limb onto a hickory nut tree and
had peocans and hickory nuts from the same tree. We had
an abundance of apples, ﬁeaches, plums, apricots and_
pears, We had five trees of what Wf called slick peacheg)

I think these must have been nectarfhes)which mads .the

-

best bufter and we could make ja&lly out of these peachesg
too. They were more acid than the or&inary'beach but

not so acid as the plum., The fall of the year seémed to
glve me the greatest thrill for that wes when we gathered
the sweet potatoes and the goobers; the night would be
mponlighf and there would be great piles of potatoes and'
peanuts,as they are called nqw. ‘We”alwgys had a great

party'then for everyone helped his neighbors to gather

these things and ,then in the warm fall days a lot of us
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would go nutting. We surely had good times and it
seemed to me we did almost everything together. There
was no help to be hired so the neighbors just Help;d
each other until all was gathered. There wes no barter
in food stuff, If one raiseq’more than he needed for
his own use he passed i% Qn to some one who needed it.
The men bartered horses, cows, pigs sometimes, dogs
sometimes and wives sometimes but not in food stuff at
"all, They swapped in sxins of the fur-bearing-aﬁimals
for that was saxe as cash to them., My entire youth was
spent amohg ;he Choctaws and I loved them just as my
o?ildren seem to love .their playmates. I never saw in-
side qf‘a school hoqse until I was grown but did not miss
it for_none of us kngy\gnything about bqoks and what we
T didn't kKmow did not bothér us «
I was a great big girl when a neighbor child died
gwhom we all had played with and some dozen or mofe of us
about the seme age went to sit'up with the body after it,

had been laid out. They laid the body out on a cooling

bo&m and covered it with & shee~t that went down.-to the. - -

\ ~ 5# ‘ (
. -
. © - ta
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flo;r. Thére were hogs under the floor‘and I did not
know it so away.1£ the middle of the night, a‘'great
big old hog'decided to turn gver and lifted the entire
floor,upsetting the corpse. I thought the boy had come
alive and was turning over énd I s~reamed &and screaméd
and one of the other girls fainted, I didn't faint
but my knees get right weak every time I think of it

after all these years, .



