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This report made on (date) . December_ 31 _L.,S__?__

l. Neme __ jra. George Conovar,
2. Post Orricc Addruss 802 Ypat Virginis., aned X

3, Residcnce address (or locatvion)

4, DATE OF RIXTH: Month __ puiy __Day _pm  Yeur 1a7e

nand

5 Place of birth Uvalde, Teifs.

6+ Name of Father Lymon Smith Flace of birth {ew York.

Other information atout father

Ll
7, Neme of Mother _ Matilde Tatum Smith Place of birthr alghama,

Other information albout mothur

Notes or c.dmplp te narratvive by the {ield workcr dealing with the lifs and
story of thé - erson int\rviewed, RcT:ir to Mauuel for sw-rcsted subjects
ard questions,' Continue on blank shects if nccessary snd attach Tirmly %o
this formes Number of shocts attached 8 N




CONOVER, GEORGE (MRS.) INTERVIEW. 95%8.

Lillian Capsaway, ,
Investigator.
December 31, 1837.

Interview with Mrs. George Conover,
802 W. Virginia, Ansdarko, Oklzhoma.

Mr. Ceorge Conover came to Fort Arbuckle, Oklehoma,
with the 6th United States Infantry of the regular‘ army
in 1867, leaving Fort Smith about July lst for Fort Ar-
buckls. The Infantry cams through Scullyville and Stone-
wall, Indien Territory. Scullyville wes so called bve-
cause the Goverament paié out the monsy to the Choctaw
Indians there. From Stonewsll on to Fort Arbduckle there

was no sign of life or hadbitation.

It was between the present site of Sulphur and Davis

133

that cholermm broks out in camp. The camp was penic stricken;

the teamsters took the saddle mulee snd left camp to find
relisf somswhere elss, Thaore was only one doctor in camp
but he would not visit the sick, and when sent for would

get on his horss and ride up to the tent but yefused to

get off and go in. Finally the hos;ital steward from Ford

Arbuckle cams and rendersed aid. Twenty—.eie,ht men died fi-om

the plagus. There were no coffins so the men were wrapped
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in blankets and buried in shallow greves. A4s soon
&

-~

. E
as possible the cemp was moved a little wéy by the

side of. a_spring of pure water‘and the plague wus

stopped. After a little fhile tfxe.company moved on
and arrivec_i in Fort. Arbuckle in Juiy, 1847,

Fort Arbhuckle was builte entirely of hewn logs
and at tha’;‘time there Waa; nothing west ,or it except
a wide range for buffalo, with the exception of two
negro se’c‘;lerrzents, one about two miles and the other
about five miles from the Foré. o '

YMail was brought ts; the camp once & wesk when
the westher permitted. It was carried on horseback
end often the streamd were 80 xs:'v‘onei?9 ihey could not
be forded, and there were no ﬁridges. After arriving’
at Fort Arbuckle it was not long until the camp had
its first visit by the Commhsa\and vlichitas,bring-
ing two captives along with them, a girl and & boy.

In lSﬁé Company E of the StIh Infantry in command

of R. T. Jacobs and tyroops S and L of the 10th Cavalry,
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were ordered to Port Cobb. This fort hed béon aban-
doned and destroyed during the Civil War end had not
been rebuilt, On‘their'ma;ch up the Waslnits they
reached Elm Springs where they were mat by a band of
friendly Comanches; they came to warn them of the

approach of & largs bend of unfriandiy Indians who

e

" oppossd the invasion of the soldiers. Two days later

at the present site of Verden they were met by thia
\hostilo band, numbering about f ifteen hundred. Their
‘objections were soon overcoms and that night the 801~

-

&%era camped just west of the present aite of Anadarko,
> . A ! B
L

tﬁﬁn went the next day t¢o Fort Cobb.
' The ruins of the old fort were still standing. The
build ings were chiefly of adobe. Those that hed been
,built of lumber had been burned. The fort was located
just é&st of the present site of Fort Cobb.
On the 12th of March, 1869, Company E, 6th Infantry,
was ordered to:Medicine Creek to help Ceneral Sh;;idan

in a campeign against the Indians who were msking raids
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into 'i‘ens and New Mexico., They camped at the foot
of the hill where old Fort Sill now jstends. The
‘building of the rock fort was begun in 1870.

Soon after the post was atarted a poat trader’s.
store was established by J. S. Evans. (In tho summer
of 18,6§ the Gove.mment build an; adobe ﬁ%use for the
Indien Agency about three miles from the fort to the
southeast. | b

Mr. Conover's connection with Lhe amy endod in
January, 1870. After recaiving an honorable dischqrge,

Mr. Conover continued to live né,ar the Indian Agency

' and to work &8s & Government ampioyéa.

& -
The Government officers ha@l persuaded Joseph

ck{éndler, vho had merried a Comanche captive end was
living on a fafh near Pauls Velley, 'end who had great
ﬁEinmuaxwe with t}Je Inciians, to edmlo ax\iq settle near
the Agency. His d\uty wes to0 watch the I\iiana and
ksep the Government officiala posted as to' their move-

>

ments.
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In the spring of 1870 he gave warnin; that at
& certain.time the Indians ue;'e going on‘f'he war- '
path, bud -Horace; P. Jones, Govarnmonﬁ interpreter,
declared that there was no dénger, and said that
Chandler a;d his wife were too excitable. He said
that he had'nev‘er pean the Indians any better satis-
fied than they were them. The Indiens begen their
depreaauoné almost at.%he time Chendler seid they
would. .Thcy raided in Texas a;a‘d surrcundingx ;country;? ‘
unt il col:}xea%hor. When it began to ;t cold the
Indiapa cens in ?p& settled for the winter, ready to
maks peace and receive their usual mt'icms. They alao
brought their capbizes expeoting $o be pAdd rensom
money for them. This time the agent told fhe Indians
that he wouid pay\yo ransom nor woulq they get any |
rations until &ll captives Qora brought in. Finslly they
_ wers all brought in and.turnsd over to the agent who |

found rélatives and returned the captives to them. Scme

of the captives were naver hesrd of after th:y‘wero

¢ -
L)

.3
¢
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taken from their homes. Things were quiet until
_spring when they again began their raids.

soon after reports of certain raids mede by
‘the Kiowas and Cc;mnchea, the Five Civilized Tribes -
celled for & peace council ar;d appointed 'delo‘gatea
to meet with the w;ld t;'ibaa to try to persuade them
to stop their ‘depre'daisione\. "I'hish council was held
at old Fort Cobb Q July, 1872. Tetum started to the
council but was ca(l}od away by a bogus message that
his wife wWak stok, | '

&t this council hite Horse, the Chief, sald that
he didn't- want peace and thet the young men wm}m raid
where and when they pleased; neither d4id he intemd to
give up the captives. But -through the influence of
Kicking Bird eand denying them their rations, the ocap-
tives wers soon brought in.

‘ Mr. Conover was in the Government service under
Agent Tatum and for s while under Agent Haworth, Dur-

EN

ing this tims he learned the Comanche lsnguage, which

< ’ 3
N
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was ‘the universal language, and bacame interpreter.
Mr. Conover left theé govermﬁent service in 1873

epnd went to work for a cattleman by the!nanxa of Buck-

ley, but for only & short tims; he then went on to

Little Washita where he took charge of Vildow Chandler's

. ranch and farm. Here he had a chance to obzerve the

-

operations of the cattle thieves. : , -
The thigves had their headquarters either in ///

-~
-

Texas or in the Chickasaw Nat‘ion.\ They no@@i@a@e
with the Indisns for a"‘numbeg of Horses, then they
wou)él sell ‘t'hem" ﬁﬁ'ﬁsk&i{‘ a;;xd ?hue they were drunk )
the thieves would/_drive off many more horaag than
they had paid i:ox%}.

. flood camps were establighed by contractors who

.-

furnished wood for the military posts. Cattle thieves
and bootleggers under the pretenee of besing employed
would e’elrry on their evil work.

.. In 1875 Mr. Cononver and the Widow Chandler ;vere

married and in 1880 they left the ranch-on Littls
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'Veshite and moved peer Anadarko. When the Jeroms

Trgaty was mede in'. 1593, Mr.‘ Conover was adoypted in.to
thé Comanche tribe, end was given a quarter of land.
Here he lived many yearas; thea when the counthy was

., opepsd for- whit‘:s éottlement hs went into parsnersiip
with Fhil Romic in the mercant;ye businesa. Aliar )
a fé‘n ysars he sold out 1o Mr, Romic. In 1900, late
in the year, Mrs., Conovexr disd. After some time Mr.
. Conover marvied Miss Laura &nith who still lives in

Anadarko, though Mr. Conover has been gone from us now
!
/ - .

/

8 few years. J

/



