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Field Worker "" '
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Interview wi th i..r. '.V. F. <"!dx.
401 i.'orth Lee. Altus, Oklahoma,
Born April 7, 1874.^ Kenti-cky.

Father-Wesley Ooac •
r>;ot\er-j-, . c ivemper

was tvjelve ears of age v?. eu m; father

moved from near "Fort Worth, ,±e>ims to Okla^o/ia

in 1687. ..'e came to Vernon,' Te^^s by train and

completed the t r i p in a vva^ph.

At the time we s e a l e d three i:lles north

of Altus this country was mostl' prair ie covered

\vith mes^uite arid sage ;;rass4 Surveyors had been

in here and surveyed the land, placing rocks to

indicate 'sections and half sections, i i l l one had

to do was 'o find the corner of a section of t i l s

land, and the . plow a ound a j'Xr-ter of a section,

make what improvements he wanted and ccna ,ence to

cult ivate the land. After five years he ^ould

furnish proof of having lived on the land for five

conseoufive years, and aoquire possession of a

claim v?hiAh someone wished to rel inquish. Many

bargains have thua been acquired-property on ,-hi "h

quite a oit of improvements had been mc.de.
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In- the* e r r ly d&7£ I h: ve se-^n the ground

covered for two or three miles v>ith oat t i e ,

especia l ly near ca te r ing places* I 'nave also

seen viiole h i l l s ides covered ?/ith turkeys . The

turkeys l ived near creeks . One also sav; many

p r a i r i e "hickens, u u a i l , and so;.-e deer and antelope.

The stBeams viere fu l l of f i sh . I have often

helped seine a stream and catch the net so f u l l

tha t i t ecu Id scarcely be dragged to the bank.

I well remember the flood a t old . r a z i e r in

1891. Old Frazier was often referred to by cow-

boys as "uttsrmilk o t a t i o n . A good-^earted old

le.dy, a I .J:S. UcOlearen, often gsve tns cowboys

but te rmi lk , -lowboys have the hab i t of giving a

thing a suggestive name. Since Lrs« McClearen's

place a t old / r a c i e r v/as a place where they could

get but termilk , the na-.e was u t t e r o i l k S t a t ion .

Vy fa ther and mother had «pne to Frazier on

the day of the flood a f te r some binder twine and

other a r t i c l e s . Al ,ng ab ut t h ree o 'clock in the
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afternoon a cloud hardly larger than one's hand oame

up. Before long i t began to rain and continued unti l

after dark. My father and mother were unaole to reach

home. Luckily, we had hired a boy to help shock -feed,

and he war home with me. We decided to make the most

of i t ana go 1fo bed and sleep. During the night I

happened to throw my arm over the side of the bed and

fel t water, tfe found the water more than a foot deep •

and decided $o get out. I had an uncle l iving about

three quarters of a mile from us, but i t was so dark

we didn' t know how to reach his place. When i t lightened

we could see fa i r ly well, and would travel as far as we

oould-.and wait for another f lash. I never saw suoh a

rain. Level ground was six or eisht inches deep in

water. Finally we reached my uncle's place.

I t seemed a miraole that our wheat and other

grain were not ruined by th i s flood. But very l i t t l e

damage was done. We harvested a good crop.
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Like practical ly every one else, we went

over in the Indian Territory for wood. I t was

cuatoiaary for four, five or six raen to go to-

gether. This was done for more t -an one reason.

SometLies i t w<".. necessary to double up to oross

the r iver , that i s , hitch two or .:ore teams to

one wagon, to get across. Then tfl© there was the

poss ib i l i t i e s of being caught b the marshals.

/The marshals, carried those theyferrestt** to

or some other place further north, to stan-d t r i a l

and pay a fine, \7hen th i s did occur the raen would

t i e their teams together and turn that*, loose to

•go home* ' »¥hen the teams came in home minus thei r

wagons and dr ivers , the wives knew.lhat the men .were

arr&ated and would not be home for some time. This

of course^caused ju i t e a bit of suspense «a::d .vorry

in the homes. The comical feature about these a r res t s

was in making t IA. In the event of several a r r e s t s ,

one man vould go a. jf- .er 's oond and that .-.an i:i turn

w uld help the one who helped him. AS a uiatter of

fact none of the men were .forth enough to cover the

bond.
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In 1900 I married Li H i e Catney. At the

prasfflit tiue I am engaged in the feed business

in Altus.


