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Interview with ir. ¥. I's 70X,
401 :ortn Lee altus, O-lahoma.
Born April 7, 1874._ Kentucky.
Fatner-Weslev Cox -

Mot er-o.¢’ nemper

¢ &

//;/////”f/;;;/;welve ears of ege W en n; father
moved from near Fort Worth, ..ewes to Okle.o.a
in 16887. e came to Vernon, Iexag)by train and
comp;eted the tri» in a waz0h,.
‘At the time we setiled threg miles north
of altus thig aountry was mostl' vrairie covered

)

with mesquite and sage zrass, Suxveyors had been
. D = *
in here and surveyed the land, ple~ing rocks to
* -4

~— ~

indicate sections and half sections. &sll one had

to do was ‘o0 find the gorner of & se-~tion of tais
land, and the . plow & ound a‘gﬁnrter of a section,
make what improvements “e wsnted and ~om ence to
cultivate the lapd. After Tive years he rould
[ .

furnish proof'of heving lived on the land for five
sonseoutive years, and acguire possession of a
claim whi~h someone wi shed to relinguish. lauy

bargaing have thus been acguired-property on .%“i-h

gquite a oit of improvements nhad been m.de,
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In the ecrly dave I W ve se~n the ground
ocavered far two or three miles with cattle,
espeéiéll; near wate£2ng pluces. I Have.also
seen vhole hill sides covefed with turkevs. The
turkevs lived near creexs. One also saw many
prairie ~hickens, yuail, and so:ie decr and antelope.
she stepeams were full of fish, I have often
helped seine a strsam and cztch the net so full
that it ewuld scercely be drageed to the bank.

I well remember the flood at old .rezier in
1891, C(ld Frazier was often referred to by cow-
boys as “ubtsrmilk vtation. 4 éood-hearted old .
ledy, & .rs. licClearen, often geve toe cowboys

©
buttermilk, “owboys have thé hasit of ziving a

thing a sugrestive name., Sinee .rs. McClearen's
> N A

14
place 8t 0ld :‘ragler was & place where they eoOuld

zet buttermilk, the na-e was uttermilk Station.

* .l
My fatier and mother had gone to Frazier on
the dav of the flood after some binder twine and

other articles. Al .ng ab.ut three o'sclock in the
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afternoon a cloud hardly larger than one's hand came
up. Before lonz it began %o rain and continued until
sfter dark, My father and mother were unacle to reach
home. Luckily, we had hired & hoy to help shock feed,
and he war home with me, We decided to make the.most
of it ana go %o bed and sleep. buring the night T
happened %o throw my am over tiae side of the bed and
felt water. We found the water more than a foot deep
and degided f0 get out. I had an uncle living sbout
three quarters of & mile from us, vut it was so dark
we didn't know how to reach his place., When it lightened
we &auld see fairly well, and would travel as far as we
could-and wait for another flash, I never saw such 8
rein, Level gro;nd was six or eizht inches deep in
water, Finally we reached my uncle's pl=ace.

It seemed a miraagle that our wheat and other
grain were nat ruined by this flood., But very little

damage was done. We harvested a good orop.
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Like practically every one eise; we went

"over in the Indian Territory for wood. It was |
customary for four, five or six men to go to-
gether, ‘fhis was done for more i :an One reasan.
Someties 1t wr . necessary to dsuble up to ~ross
the river, that is,{nitch two or ..are teams 1o
oae wagon, to get aaross. Then)twm)there was the
possibilities of being caught b the ‘marshals.

I'he marshals. carried those thexérrestoé to Anadérko

or same oO:ier place further north, to stend trial
and péy a fins, Vhen this did oacur tﬂg nen would

- s
tie their teams togetirr anmd turn them loodse to
h A

‘g0 home, ' vwhen the teams came in home Mminus their
wagons anj drivers, the wives kn;w.ﬁpg? the men were
arr@ated and wo.ld not be hgme for some time., This,
of course)caused Jquite a bit of suspensesund worry

in the homes. The comical featire &bout these arrests
was in making t nd. 1In tae event of several arrests,

one man wixld =0 =z..%ter's oond arnd that man i: turn

]

w uld help the one who "elped him. A4s a uatter of
fagt none of the men were #orth enough to cover the

bond.
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In 1900 I married Lillie Catney. At the

present tiie I am engaged in the feed business

A8

in 4ltus, -,



