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Bailroeda--St. Louis and San Francisco
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Interview: Bonnie (Parl's) Couch
\ , 225 3 . Vann St.

Vi.iita, Ok la .

Ly.oai.ie ia Jennie (Far^j Couch, u CL^roI.ee b;- hired, of l''\e CLeroicee -^a-

tion. I ..us bor:i in i'ermessee on July 12, ILto. • ! caie ./ith r.y i''.,T.'.>er end

irxt'j.er ,tc the I idi^n Territory in 186G»

L.y fat>.er's rjane v;1, s Georje ..•••shiT;jto>\ Pcrkc.
-., i

i-;; mct]:ci;'s nr.iden ncne vi;,s Louis-, ^^ri^g3*

i s . f j : : : i e L

1WJL:IV is tl.s d^uj'. -sicl:c x-cl x;;; !«. r c. d

Ju lo r .

l..:er . ' Jo nine ..u] /er is

'ti.e d'--v'"*'-"ter cf J--hn-al::er '-.a Jet', s r i . o . ; l 'ull-ulcca 'JUerc t e • >.i. -i.f e r i^e
•' 1

. • , j

is t'"e d". j/ . ter, '••£' -.in^fish. £-..d cM-jjy-u. CLi-gc-u, *:,rter t'fi deu,"t;. cf —!££;-

fi^h, .^rried'.r2-Vtiit -ord a 4 wus cf'ter-.-'urd >aa\:. us ..irncy ..trd, !

" ' • !
..; f,.V.,cr's Q.ctUer-s a.id l i s t e r s '.:vrfc^.e ">ere .:i bh ..iL frcr leu'saocej inrcr

*
1^.-. -re: r o, , ! "> IT rrieJ.

, • i
.rice ..Iicire -orlcu, i.i.mefd kites'

i r i c .u...:.d :ic c ' . i ldren, Bonnie -z.i\ s . rn r r i ed J.CPJH La i; l e u.il J se,.:, v " l -

er , d .̂ h i ldren , ieor;je ..LS ii i-tc : . \ r . .£, :L'."'iviti Lcuis-o o^ri^ys

Ivr *»-i*. .., '; arrie.1 -c-ral.

ied Jvi.. >;.r:-'s, a r r i ed -Jxiire . . i laci. o-ie - l i . l .ccr- .u . a c" i l -

drc .illi;.. JL S, .ev^r i^rriad, Ix-r. -X..A It.r". c, lurried ..illi:r./ rc.r..̂  " ^a--,
* ' '' .

iiCw-'wi-t ^..llioun itsrics, ;.x.:xicd ^I:,r;, l iider, - *: ,I*ii : . u s - , r o ; ever ^ . ' . r r ic i , i-;u-

* • / . : • ^ }

! ; •.;• Li'^tLers cijd si'sters t . x i cc. e to t".e I;..13 .». V i C r" _arents

, died civ lo ,

iark&,. Married.but 'jad.no children.,, Luc> .x^rks, Lurried J"crues .. • ^iiii]

r* ir.es i('ox -i.cf;-3ch,
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aiid bad six children, George "arks a^d L organ yar'is , deceased, Bonnie 7*arhs, r^rr ied

L. C. (i^ren) Couch in 1881 aJnd had fo r childl/en, 3e'<ree, deceased, I/.011 t i e , deceesed,

Lucy earned I'oni *s.llen &:A Lee Couch, rai-xieAcA '; s -c'ildrcr..

i-ere Lef-re 7 i d t a

..e cettled 0:1 Ca" in. J ree l in jelc-.are

; mile fro\ u.cre t ie bo-,: of Do-,.1:in^svi.tle ^.ra,

•. r<. •:---; 0 . . c t icn , ., i ;t. in

1- t o r :rid

l a t e r c > . i . . c d •>_ V i L i t a . I c a ^ - ' t r e . . a .b*- i / "0". e e ; . a c t d a t e t i e - ' i i - j t s t -

i o \ ; : ; - o r p " t o r -..ixt 1.^s

... s

• put i^ a t Do.i-xi.:.;3ville.tout I t vas Letv/ee/:*" tljs tii.fi we c , c in 1^ C ,<•£ leVC.

. hej. t.:o f i r s t su'rve;- of the 1.. i.. / _ . \n.s rxide, t i c "V^ve, c rs said t.hey

7/ere tc .,ut -•• t . ... ev r / t". irt;* r .dles, Lz: z\x> .X t h i r t y r i l e a, ccccrdi, .^ to the

la-- of t;.e - r : u d . - r e , a r a t l o 3 -.,ire / t 0 .ce r^de fc r a to...i ^.d ". s t - r e v;e: t

I in . •-iicther uzn. l u i l t a fine two story : : . . te l , v.'hieh v;£LS lc tcr by

. winuitzef, a cx.a.mee iLdiCii a i d t " e Ja.e Jaovse -..'as : ade - ver into u r e c i -

fder.ee. .-e •. ;1. '. iz fcr.il;- tco' *lei:y r llctme- t& a t t h e J a c e .

I-lf~ce v/£3 ;/ v;i?dcr:.ess

t .. •..:. _e; t i j ;...e'-d- 2 i\~ stcr; . . .ili«n we 1-. ded

/
-.ee to IJVG, e:cce, f

e c 'mtr v:cs o

c .-; c r e "•• d

i 1 ey_'..'

ri i

ff lei •'

r; '.". r • , a "c-e .

b e h i r d , c : a ' l ' ^ ;

t . i;.

e c : . e .' i.lcl ..o •-£

\ uouse bel/origed _to John sen "Ihonpsonrv
/ *

. .»«.;- father ryr.ted ti^e/old br-ic\ o'uildi :£ which had no doors and wiidows in
/

i t and lie hung qui.lt3 over t.ie doors and wiudews as lo^g as we stayed the re .

Ike solves v/ould coue ri{j X u .̂ tc the door aid howl and we were always afraid

TOuld come in thd house, but'the&r r©¥er d id .
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lay fatiier aud brothers we At r i j l i t tjo wcr.. build i-jg a lo^ cabin on cur new

/ • •)

fcuiod place out had to ^o to ,« leto^a, ktiiisas to L>uy tnei r dec re : ud ..i^dc./s a
/

as

tLtt was the neares t loiiber yard . ...e b u._\.t cur rjroceriok frc. . ' ^ S J K ' S s to re

o;. the old I.-ilitary t r a i l . A he Lest I can remerlor h i* s v . r e w^s Ice ...ted about

t'iree n i les due west cf v;'. ere the to\.i of xtetcinua i s no. located .: i.;uGt:.ng Creek.

^ t t t l e L.\1 J.C^S ;vere sc :.'<ild tlict t'lic- ;"- ;.ld c!.. se , u. ever time ' \ s v c:'u;_;!'t

s i^- t cf /cu Ci.d v.-e Imd to be ver; ca re fu l .

..hî Lfe *.re v;ere l i v i ^ i.. t ' e ':i*ic_ ^ i e r .cr . io fc..c r i v e r , ;<c ^ i r l ^ uaed be. -

li..e wc i.c do;;n c. J,:.G r iv^r bciu, jus t L l i t t l e •„•. ;• Trii' r , e '.•; ^ o , !; '.; tch

f.. ce i ld c i t t l e s.vin t l .c r i v e r , i t -..is •. li.' s i ; n every d ; - .:cf.~ ne ce ;,..d

:i:e a ; c rii.e you.iw i ieifer s^Ied o'x Lidi ^ .•l«-ce_ w.d hc^— '< v: i -^ "or "x&d

.. d c . e t'^'./urd u s . .«,c l:a«». i t ./cs t i . x tc jo S'_ '»e ude f r t ' e L ;^-c. I t

., :S :. r'.ce fc r l i f e ar.d decth a:)d v/e juot Lj re ly j ; t ii.uide tlio y;c.;e i.u tii,;e to

/

save r3 , i .ves . , •-

..e e t ^ e a i - . t h e b r i e ; a., ̂ se l e s s tas: ; % ".ear, \/li en v;e- iî AEed v, f..e Ic^; cabin

bui_t ... c^e t"..u j^reo^Tt s i t e cf tLe . . . Q, xu£\vI:iAs £ls.ee i s :i<n.' L c L t e d , blxee
_i^c-^ 3.v.'X : 7 i _ i t a . Î .y iiistor,,. Kuth, tfas i'.e -^ju^'est :f V~& fa:..ily end took

W.Q old l.o s ylace fcr <her al lctrae^f fcr l .erself a.d c l . i l i r e . i . '^l.e j r u s s v/as so

*:ij[: ::lt-:.4 w.^i:A Creel-: ./he., vie f i r s t ca:.e t".̂  t • .u ccula iu^t see the t i ' . vf u

Ssc::1^ . ; t r i d i ^ ; t r '-uj~ t. .e ^ra&s -.•,: c u u ^ : . ..lid --^I'S v;ere GL l>~d i a the

crc-e l . t t : : . . V.:t i t ,,u-s u..scf& t c ' - ^ d•:".<•:- i.. ti.e cct tcrrs . .•-ives-^'tre c lcc

? o<-d -AI ..^.le i t l^._d t. ru i se cl".icl.o/.o. . ivJ i r ie c" ic'.enG, '..ild t\.rl:ey^, deer .'

|, u_d r;.. i i -.ere ^ l e . i t i i \ s;; n'clhini: . f tile wild "x.^s that t ere vr.

[ tc clcir.-, t ; . ; t ,,e ;,1 ays hed plenty "f r,e

ii. ic?0, Ji:^ lii.ll otid h is ./ltd Cc,:.£ tc >~ir .L.ce l^oi.ia f c r z lccati 'ot i . '

I'jiey had ju;,t 'married *csA se tc led juot a t&x ndle's scxthwest .f cur y lace , on
' • • « ;

side of the L. K. & X. They live.d there un t i l he becaipe one cf- the
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largest ca t t le men in northeastern Oklahoma, when they mcrvred to VinitsMJi*!

where they both died, af ter becomi^ very wealthy. The plsce where they f i r s t

settled s t i l l belrr.-js to the i r e s t a t e .
Downiagsville i s born

xhe tcvci of Dcuiiiii^sville v/i-is born jus \ a mile \;*,jt J? \\aere ^e hup.lt1 our
i • "'•' i

f irs t lo*; cabin about a mile south cf Cabin Creek u-.J :-b<_ ut two miles south of

the ^resent tovai of J / in i ta . The ' f i r s t xrisco aurvey shpv/eji t h e i r crossing: cf

the i.. u. u-T. near the new to»n cf i)o;vni:. j sv i l l e , 3ruth of Cabin Creek, vbwt

• C orneli-s ^cudinot, then the leading Chero!;ee attorney, Jolnpon Thoiupson,

Colonel J, *... uell aid others £ot busj' with tlie railroad, of f ic ia ls and had the

survey cha.-^ed, abcA ti ree rdlos aorth tc \vh4re the present to»/a of Tinita is

ncr. 1'Jcited. The}- the., fa.ced eff t./o miles /square a t the c-roasinpc ax.d prepared
I •

f^r .. to.vusite to be bu i l t wherever .the road '"might cross. They were S'.ccessful

if. _etti ^ the crossing moved ard the town soon rucved northv/ard tc the railroad

crcssi.^;. ' ' "

I Cherol'oe ..ation 5te^s In * .

J! ere was so riitch' friction a. e uu ever the Y;^ -C iidiiict a;d 1 is bvnch hr-.d .

ha .lied i. x- l^eatio.. cf tlie tovm that the Chero~ ee >.i ",ioa stepped in .-.!\d\de~

clarea. it u~It. ,'fol, tore their fences do., i t>A x-rc deeded to ic; c / i ;• t c ' uc i t e

i t i'.c ;iace the rai lroads lied crossed.

Town is plat ted in I t 1 \

-h« co.ii. of Dov.Mii.;jsville ;̂ as f lat ted by tht Cherchee ..aiion iii 1871 and the

first ten A l e t v«als sold i^ lehruari*, 1£72, to i.»arti . Thcu^oCA. " This was-St the

ueiv location, -'he town we..t under the. :iai.je of uovmingsville for sorre time a jd

• thrcu^r. t.ie efforts of Cornelius ^cudinot who had c^ne as & delegate to «ashing-
r * • \ • .

; ton, he jad" it'changed to the narse of Vini ta . Le l̂ ad Vnoiva the \noted -scupt'ress,
Yinnie Heaia, in «sshington, aiid liad t i e town named* after her .

* »
•Early Day Mv-ery man
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lurj bus bts .d <x. d 1 l i ved on "our farm .iear t ' e old hoj*e ..la. ce u r . t i l t h e e a r l y

{.C's when v/e .".xrved to Vini t? . , b u i l t the' ho-ose a t / 25 oouti. V a ^ n o l . - , v,he-re I am

nc, l i v i i i j ui:d weirt into the l i v e r y 'cv.si.;e:;;s. - 1 e s t a r t e d hie j a m OP. th,e e a s t

sicte '-f t l ' t . . iv. a. I1, t r a c r , t h e f i r s t deer - / r ' ! V i r e roc ' t / n s t o r y i i d -

i . . ; , l u i l l y Joiii-scn h'hor.._ ion, . . . h . l a i XG i;^ter ;e.:t ii1. >:i th 1 i;. ;.nd they

x^lL^ - ' . . . i t ' s _-rccer s f r r e . Jhe; '..'ere in-( fr<-: o j \ ' i l - i i v; ... ' ' ••• ^1'cc- )'i. s

j e e i "v i'i, ^ ,... ..u.-I i o ..C"i c c c L j i e d l~ 'Aie . i t t e b u r . * i ^ 1 Ai'i-c » i , j r e . • f i " .e- j j

J 1_:. ^ui;ter v,,^el E hi;j l iver ;" hue! ecs ' o au- t <4 c r e s s t ' o c t r u e r i r e .. v.s v. here

-tLl.j.r^- ^ t - r e i s "f̂ .. i o c a t e a . In those e; i 'lv da . c , t. .e.:e t-.vc liver;* s t a b l e s

:. .- i . i ' s r '.i.\, •*;. c t .:? one ever dres. ed of the a x i . . e s s d i s t r i c t ov&rtck~

„ . - ^ I . L . - I , J-. « . i..rc2i; w.vch d ied . . iy I1/, l.._-i ~ h. we.3 j i r i e d in the Ci ty

rv_*...;; vvt:.jet-iirv . . , Tether,, J . . . . -rur' 3 ; \;~z e j ec ted ju x , re B J'.d^e ir. l c .31 .

1 c 1 v I •'. 3 '», f» ^£>d C t * i D oLO ' G "*r C*O C T*v ' ""* 1 ' " " ^ i t


