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^ . L. CHURCHILL,
Virata, Oklahoma .-•

here i s a man who has died, while l iving at Vinitu, and o i l of bis

relatives have lef t the s t a t e . He was one of Vini ta 's pioneer business men

and has done much for the up-building of the city and county and I deem i t

my duty to t e l l you the few facts ^ have found out about him, frbr: friends, yet

living" in 'Vinita .

JX» Lud Churchill was born t.t ..ii.dsor, ;..issqui'i on Dec^iiber 20, 1866

and.died at the i-ayc Clinic, Rochester, Llinnesota in 1928, at the age of 60

years* r*e attended the public schools of Windsor and was a student at ..illiam

Jewell Coxllege, Liberty, Missouri, He w_ent to Sto Louis at the age of 17

years and was employed by a -wholesale dry goods company and la te r was employed

by the ...argadine-i>.clo.ttrick Diy Goods Ooijany and became general salesman, for
»

the Indian Territory. He had a wide acquaintance in the Territory snd he se -

lected Vinita as the place to enter business and malce his home,

Cn DecerrJaer 23, 1890, LIr» Churchill and Liss Llamie 6, Squires were

united in. carriage at i/indsor, Lo» To this union a daughter and a son were

born* The daughter, Lrs , Helen Slock, of Silceston, l»Io# survives. The son

died in infancy. lj?s# Churchill died January £, 1924,

In 1898 i«ir. Cifurchill moved with his family to Vinita and entered

the mercantile business with '«<. T. Wade who at that time was operating the

"Jumbo Stcre", c-arr '̂-ing a l ine of dry goods.

In 1903 he went to the Fi rs t National Bank of yinita as i t s cashier
feifl in 1908 became active vice-president, which posit ion lie held un t i l 1924
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/̂when he retired because of failing health, but remained with the bank as vice-

\president and chairman of the Board of Directors. He\ was also president end

a director in the Vinita Building" and Loan ^soc ia t ion and a dire<*tpr and^vice-

president of the Jimerican Jersey Cattle Club. He established a Jefsey catt le

ranch joining the city of Vinita on the southwest and named i t "7dndsor Place".

He had becoue nationally known as a ra i ser of prize catt le and "Windsor Place**

has long been noted for i t s Jersey, cat t le and has been, a show place of «the

southwest, even before statehood.

kr» Ohurchill was well known in financial circles of the s tate and

in IC.% served as preisent of the uli.laaoira Bankers' association. In 1919 he

7/as ir.struiaen.tal in the organization of a Rotary Club in Tinita ard was i t s

first president and even after his health failed he took considerable pride

in keeping up his atteudan.ce at the weekly luncheons. He was a DBr.bcr and

*an officer in the Presbyterian Church of .Vinita and a oirriner of the ICuskogee

Coimnanary. " A ^

While his body was taken back to ^ir.dsor, his formsr hor-ie, for bur ia l ,

i t v/as his request that i t be brought back to Vinita for the funeral services .

The services were held a t "uindsor r lace" , his Vinita ao:.e, under direct ion of

Dr. Tairade ".."itt, a fcrEier pastor, now of St . Louis, assisted by the present

pastor, L);.j2, &. Ja 'rrier,

^••)d thus anoth' r of our pioneer ci ty builders passes from the field of

action.
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Interview: Felix G. Cowan
Vinita^ Oklahoma

<̂  Ly oame- is Felix G • Cowan. I was born i n Joodford County, I l l i n o i s ,

on July 2-7, 1866 and moved to Mssonri in 1872. In 1874 I came to the Indian

Territory with my parents, lur. and Lrs«. Mchard Cowan, and se t t led on uowskin

Prairie, then Delaware Dis t r i c t , Cherokee ..ation, -'Indian Terr i tory .

In the spring of 1876 we moved to Vinita, a t that t i ^e the town was

goiijg under the name of Jowningsville. 'i'he torm pla t , on record a t the County

Clerk's office shows that Dov/ningsville was plotted in 1S71. The plat shows

bo"8i I... i-.» «i- T» aud ;rrsco Railroads as YihviDQ entered the city when the j l a t

was ra&de. The lo',/n was x̂ hen at i t s present location but had been noved a few

years previous fr ;u a point down the i_aty track called jiulv/e switch, at th i s

tir.e, but the tov/n -as established there under the none ^f Jowniii.js.vilie and
*

was ncv3& fcv/o miles north at the 'junction of the two railroad crossings, af ter

rl:e :•;.ili-cads ;;ere b u i l t .

The Ir iscc rade 't^e'lr or i j inal survey dov;n or. ^Jabin ^reek near the

tovva cf jouuii.^3viile but abandoned \l:e svrvey on account of the rou^h condi-

tion r.;' the land, and iiade another survejr where the Frisco now cresses the

I'he da ted otates Government fed :.£de an offer cf every other a l t e r -

nate otictiur. cf l&nd through the Indian Territory to the f i r s t railroad to en-

ter z'.e -.erritory and the tr./o roads were raci: ^ to see v/%ich would reach the

rstate f irs t . Ir.e ri&ty ,von, by £> narrow i^.r^in, and was already here and es - •

folis'..ef. bei'cre tae rr isco reached the town. ..ren tk.e Frisco reached Jownirigs-

^ri l le, ike ..aty placed b^x cars on the i r tracks arid would not le t the Frisco

Jk)ss their track. I'heyl squabbled for some time before they got the na t te r setr-
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tl6d. Finally the Frisco built their track right up to the haty track and when

dark car.:e they tool" a Frisco engine and dumped the box car off the track and pro-

ceeded to build their track during the ni.Jht* l.othii^ was ever done about i t

aiid the i'risco built on out as fur as Cabin Creel' and that ;vc#s the end of their

line for several pears. They built a round :; ble u:.d tuned their en:;i'.es

arcuui ana* wenjj back to _>t. Lciiis. ..t that Li..e onl, u few scattered buildings

distinguished the to,.n frou the remainder ci un o.iciiess ve.p,a;ise of gree# pr; i r ie .

rr-cticaily a l l of the business hawses were east ,;f the I.. L, . _. track. Vhere

were a few scattered business houses in the one bloc". ..est < f the 1.. ^ . „ T.

track.

ZITLT, e r s IJUS i i • e s s .

1.: 1114 I- eirtered a par tnership-wi th George A.ersoii a.ii .,-e' opened a

b i l l i : rd pa r lo r , ^ur new business proved to be a great svecess , ar d v/e oper-

ated i t un t i l 1CJ86, when our place of business v:as destroyed by f i r e ,

}ets Larr ied

3̂ n USO I r.^rried Lula . urrav", a s t e * - d - u / h t o r c 1" iiobcrt <• T i t t l e

of . i . . i t>, I..:i-.a . e r r i t o r y , :.:sd l ived with her sor.:e t»en1y edd ears vv'.icn we

; se urale^ _:id ± iuarricd the s:co..d : i : e V. \m, iiebo"::.h l a i r r~£ iridiaiio^iY -- N

|Io\.w. ..e spe.it o>̂ r h..ne;T oon v i d i t i n ; \;.y sec ,.1 v;i. 'e 's ccJ"-tc i / •'"he* s t a t e of
l

i:i ..'.ore ,-/.o . ..iel zee va luable t i . b e r lend covered .. i t h cede z •-•rid f i r

' t r ees . v.;j,e 1; r je cedar t r e e o;. the piaca r.-de er.cu h i u i b r r tc eril.u a f ive

roo:. hCvSe c. the place, in add i t i cn to a SI.LO'ch"":.~e, ;. hen h o u v , wood sued,

cellar a.-.5 ur.cu-h lumber to f a . ee tlk. / a iv aiid g;;rd'on. .he tf-ee v.-ro- 1; f e e t in

diameter .d .0 feet hijxi. ine f i r t r e e s on the place grew as :i.ii as :>C f e e t .

jj-ince -vas locoted between the to .T.IS cf o e a t t i e and . c r t l ' i i d and we sold i t

to a ti.Joer co.^my for saw-rj.il ^^ rpeses .

Knters l.'ev/ Business
Up to 1G86 I had made cons iderab le money aid t h e r e was no bank here tg-
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keep it in . The custom those dayis v/as to-deposit the money with some merchant

for which he vou3.d ^ive you a recei t aid he would loci: the ir.oney uu in a sa te .

ne clyy ^
I was aivra" s u.ieasy for fear sc;:e one >;:':ld blow the safe and one

..Icheuy, a l ive wire, grocery clerk, appivached ard' we ted to s e l l n;e soi..e lo ts

o.. .ii^-t is no;/ . i l son s t r e e t , a.id today ic; ' in i^a ' s ncin l-i :-1 ccs section.

Zl;->eny ^aid "e had just received a te le^ru . frcM Kc ra?,',e'r, Jcor' e _lekeny,

vrJo ,/as'post Piaster ct -.eosho, <.issouri, sa(. ir.-' that " c th^; M he was short

in his account with the government and to s e l l his t:'T'ce l<J,a on Jouth . ilson

3treet aid~~end hii;: ,.-500.00 as soon as he could. I paiJi ] iv. the amount but

he rrote his son a few days l a te r t\> t '. c bed only made a mLstdie in his f ig-

ures and tlv-t he was not sh<3rt but I had the l o t s :-nd tnd'jy 1 -he.e three bricl:

build h.'o -n thbi.., in the heart •-:' tlie best btisii-ess section >.,£ y in i ta . I 'o

deed '..e sc.:t .e was a quit claim deed and w&s as much out c 1" date here in t'ie

Territory us a :,en automobile »cu*Ld icve been yi^-ce d<yjo .._1 you got here

•.vl.cn ycu transferred a to;..n lot .-.^s r - i l l of j u i e .

..l.cr. our b i l l i a rd parlor Lurried I dissolved ^£.r i-icrthip with ^r. :.•'•:<:•:.

i; 1 .u i l t .£ : i"rL:..e t t^ je b^ildir . j on ni new lo t s , T^ere was no i.iir'xt herex

^'_r LCJ-ii-y, e ^ s u..d chicliens those de,,,. , ô  i li.o_.2cd U :^.ex: c feed store , \

c.:d .uy f..e farr..crsr prod'oce. They were so cjl..d tc j e t u :xr"e t tli^t I did a

li.ud office business fron zne v.ry s t a r t . I 0 6^.^ buyi^^j liidei i.ui :'VJS and

beJ. re v^ry len/; I added •_ srccl. cf grocer ies . _ oc.vliiiued in the ^rocery

busi ess in, Yinita for 32 years,

iv.ters I l i t i c s

—urtly after statehood 1 \. as elected ;.s Ocunly Cc nics ic . -r froi,.

_ t̂ :e t ' i r d d i s t r i c t e..d ,.\:ile i£ office, ?;e le t t ' e c ;. r ivet f >r the building of

•the present new court he uses ,t ich io one of the best in the s t a t e ,

I I I 1&1&, 1 retvred froi.i tiie c:rccerv business and V.& :'ollov>ing year I

was appointed as steward of the Eastern Oklahoma Hospital at Yinita, a ne\7 e s -

which had just been.atarted ia 191S, It was my duties to handle
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the conmi3sary and I held the place un t i l April 1, 1931 under the Murray regime,

When the hospital was f i rs t^es tabl ished they were very scarce of room

for both pat ients and employees. I drovefrom town for so:..e fci e but th is got,

so burden so iae that I took a one. room apartiieut i-n the Violent Ward in the base-

ment. Ik was ebout as noisy us t i \ i.;<j to cleeA: or. ^ ra i l road ri^ht-of-vvcy/ovt

we soon get used to i t . /

I have served as a member of the City Council, a i l told for d yericd

of 19 /ears and was a n£rri>er when the present city water worl.s v;as b)/ild to

Grard. x\iver. I have seen Vinita grow from a v i l lage of only a few/mind red to

~ cit; cf the f i r s t class with a population of 5,OLD.


