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Field Worker's name louise . ‘arnes

This report made on (date) November 17, 1937 “

1. Nare enry Corlett

- —

3.  Post ~fTice Address  KINGFISHEY, Oklakoma

-

3. ssidence aﬁdress (or lucatinn)
4. DATE OF "INTH: copr  Febe pay M7 vear 0
S. Place »T birth
6., 1tame of Father | P{acq Af birth
Cvlher information <bot father _
7. Nane of *other ° L Place of birth N
o

Qther informatisn about mpther

o

Notes or complete narrative Ty “he field worker déali&@ with the
life and story of tle person interviewed. Refer to lianual for
sugcested subjects and quesiicns. sontinue on blank sheets if
necessury and at%gch firmly to this fcrm, - Number of sheets

attached .
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Llouige 3. Barnes .

Investigator
11.17-37

" EARLY OKLAHOMA .7USFI.NCEST™
{ Told by Henry Corlett, <ingfisher,ukla)

lenry Corlett, born February 14. 1650 came
to Oklahoma on the next day after the opening of tre
Territory)from no;thcrn Kensas, ashington County.
There were five in this party driving through in
covered wagons. “ -.
1t was certainly a siéht no one will ever
be atle to diseribe, whe: we crrived in Kingfiaher;
the day efter the opening) no one had gotten settled
and every one was very e: ited.
I had intended to start a smgll feeé and
grocery store the day ve arrivec ard had ordered a
load of flour but it -as later s fer hours when the -
first load was‘brpught to dngfisher. I started to
build a rsmall one room store s soonm as 1 could sfter
>
our arrivels Feed wes in rreat demerd for tu.e horses
that hed teken\partﬁin the run. Corn soldst 1400 8

bushel thern. .e started our store in 'a -mall one
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room shack, combining everything but did a véry good busi-
ness,

Thg firat school was started in & very unusual way.

The first thing I noticed after getting my business
started was th-t mo ome .3 paying any atten{ion to the
small children who would have be-u in school if they had
been in another state. 7This vworried me, even.though I
had no children of my own then but I knew these little
children needed &n educetion and 8ome pluace to zgend

3

part of their time, The families, vhere theyp“ﬁeré
children to go to achoolg\:@d very little time to
b

devote to trying to stert ® s -hool tecause thege
#

' 2

femilies had their livings to\make,. -

I tcok 1t upon myéélf Yo égeff? I could not
get aﬁaméli private school startec in g one room shack
‘next to my store. I worked OUtva peti@ion, tLen went
arounh'and collected signers ann mone§ toépay a‘teacber“ ,
with until ve co 1d get anothcr‘schdoi atarted. e
hired as the first teacher a girl named Méggie Lacy, -
peying her about an average of "30,00 a month. ‘Ihis

13 the way the school wes started and we had little

>
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trouble from then on heving school because everyone took

an 1‘nter'e§t from that time,

V1
»



