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~ Field Warker, John F. Daugherty, X
July 13, 1937.
: g
Interview with J. W, Moon,
Sulphur, Oklahoma.
Born - July 4, 1873, Ky.
&
Parents John Mocr . Tennessee.

Louisa Waruer hioon, Ky.

LIFE OF A PIONEER MAN.
My father was John Moon, born in 1853 in
Tennessee.' He was a farmer. _

Ky mother was, Louize Warher Moon, born in 1855

in Kantueky. .

" Thers were five boys in ournfaﬁily. I' was born
an»tpp~gpﬁber;and Ri&er in Kentuoky, July 4, 1873, I ceme
to.thg,Indian Territory, November 15,'1853, and settled

' belween Rush Springs and Marlow on. 3arnhardt's Eattle r&nch;

-

-I’cmmg from Kenfudky tc'Ga}nesvillnge§asJoﬁ the train and
. rode horseback po the Rancﬁ; crOSsing‘Red River.af Spanish
.Eord.orassing (no longer in existencs). -
The houses-on this ranch were made of cottonwood .
lumbe;, and the sheds’and'wind brakes ye¥e of hay. These
were buflt of iésts. Two po;ts were set siéé by side in

a Tow as long as they wanted the walls. Then hay was
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tramped tightly betwee'n_ thsse., Poles were laid acroes

‘qhe top and hay put on top of these for the roof. I

was hired to ride lines, but at harvest time there -
were Other things to do. They sent me to Rush Springs

with & load of sheaf oats for a lﬁefy stable there.

My wegon was pi.’géd high, end I was &riving four small

japk mules. Rush Springs was a camping and watering

plaoe“: A1l the’rreighting t0 Ft. Sill was done by

ox teams, and when these freighters arove into Rush

Springs they lifted the yokes from their oxen and turned

e e e e
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them loose to water and graze.

This ’;articular day the whole prairie was aovered
with oxen. The mud around ‘these sp&ings was waist deep
but there was #o way t;) get past except to go through | i
it. ?d I drove my team in and there we stuck. ;ghosé
1ittls mulss couldn't get'out of that mud hole wit;h, .
this load of ‘cats at all. I waé wondering what to do,
when I bsheld oxen coming‘frcm eovery direction toward
| my wegon. They beg&n Iiulling }he. s;p‘eave.s. ?rom the
waéon and it wasn't.iong unt{l t;'he wagon was unloaded.

I drove out with my unpt‘y'wagoﬁ and went 10 the

A
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livery stab;e, telling the man my tale of woé. He ybry~
kindly wrote a note to Mr. Barnhards telling him what
nad happened. However, Mr. Barghardt decided he didn'¢
need my services any longer'and I was Q;a&hargad bepause
I had lost a load of oats. I rsally wes rather glad

[Ato get away from. therq for we had nothing to eat all
summer but roastiﬁg ears, watermelons and an occasiegal
mess of dough Sread. (We did have coffee for breakfast.
We drank gyp water from Roaring Creek and sléﬁt on

- 3

bear hides in the hay sheds. The foreman had & bed- \
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but the hands slept on‘the ground. I,théﬁ stayed on
Mr. Clemon;s place while he and his w;fe‘went back ta
| Tgnnesseﬁ on a visit. This waé:a plensént placé t0 be
after bearing the hardships of rench life for several months.
When the Chéfokee Strip opened September 16, 1893,.
I ma&e,the Run from Orlende. The registration prriod lastea
. for ten days .priox; to the opening. I had a fine little |
adw-popy, and on the appointed day I drove him up to the
line. There were soldiers stationed a guarter of a mile
apart all alpng the line which was & humdred miles long

on each side. The strip was fifty-two miles wide. it

-~



exaqtly twelve o'olook these soldiers fired & shot and

the rage was on. Such a rage I hsve never seen. People
were there.in carts, mvered wagons, buggies, surreys,
horsebagk, driving mules, oxen and horses, and many were
walking. I ran fa twenty-six miles straight north. I
noticed in partiecular a man and woman dressed in riding
aniforms on beautiful race horses., They passed me and

di sappeared on the prairie. At the end of ten miles I
passed them, One of their horses had fallen and broken

a leg and they were both on one harse, just creeping
along at a snail's pace. I staked a olaim near the
present site of Three Sands. Vhen I arriveda t my claim

. there was only one man in sight. He rode up on & sorrel
pony amdl staked his cleim a balf mile eest of me., It

was thirty minutes or more before people began %6 'éppear
from both sides., Fire was.raging everywhere, and ,
antelope, wolves, and deer were running in every direction

k3

trying to esoape the terrible commotion which was taking
place in their home. I steked my pony snd when nicht °
. came I put my blankst down for a bed,uaing my saddle for
.8 pillow, I—h t0 move several times d_uring the night

to escape the fire. The next morning when I awoke two

¢
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antelope weré;'standing near gazing at me with horrified

,eyes, When I mo%ed they flew like the wind across the

-

preiries. I deéd.de§ 1 didn't 1like this location as it

was t00 oclose to x{ansas. I wanted to meke a run in

the Comanche and Kff?wa Country, and I knew if T exercisea

my homestead r%,ght hezre I couldn't get a place later,

4 man osme along arﬁ qffer‘e’d me” twenty dollars for my

claim. I told him he could have it at that, and when

he want to pay me he Just had five dollars. Ve )

agreed that be could pay the #1fteen dollars later and

I rode away lseving the’ qladm for him. I never heard

of him agein, and the claim was his for five dollars,
In 1895 when the Coxra.n@e and Kiowa country was

opened far settlen{ent 1t was’a draw ins‘%gad of & run.

There wers claims far only twenty-five thousand, and °

&

the ‘numb ers higler than that didn't'get a olaim. I

- went to 0ld Ft. §ill t0 register. ‘There were

thousands of people there, Iany people turned their
\. N —— .
cattle and mules loose t0 graze. Here is where the

‘saying "Oh Joe, here's your mulss" origim ted. That

oould be heard for miles, one after the other taking
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;t up and carrying 1t along. Wien-any one was looking
for his mulss this w;s aung“fc and near. [ ‘didn't
recei ve a glaim here. Ny nutber was above twenty-five
thousand . .

I have gone to the Red Store at Ft. Sill many times,
for supplies, ‘'while Geronomo amd his bana were held
captives there.? The Comanches were stationed there’ also.
< 7hey lived in teepees made of weeds, and some had
canvas but most of them were of weegs vi th a‘piece ot
canvas around the to_p\to turn the water. fhey put weeds
on the floor and covered them with blan<ets for their
beds, They atayed ‘in groups of fifty or sevénty-five’
and were governed by a local ohigfrwho was gov_erned by
a Rkigh Chief, q:ua.nah Perker. When these calips begame

" dirty they wmoved rather than clean up. They usually
moved about every two .or three t;énths. ..The Goverument
issued food and cmttle to them abput every ‘fifteen
days. The beef was cut into small chunks, dried and
carrisd away in small sacks. Their blankets were issued
by the Government, also., When an Indian decided he

vantsad some money oy whiskey these blankets ooﬂld be

baught from them for fifty cents.
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Their saddlés wesré made of two forked sticks with

boards fastened to each side to which the stirrups wexe

" fastened.

It was against the law t0 hunt on this Indian
reservation. snybody caught vi th a gun was arrested.
One day I was going on ;1 freight wagon to Ft. 3ill and
when the wa.go_n stopped for the night on Zezver ’reek,

I saw a bundh of cattle milling as if a wolf were

among them. I took my gun and slipped alongz to the edge
of the creek to aee what the jrouble was, I crawled
along the bank and about the time I 20t near enough to
sees among the cattle I heard a clatter and bang and

looking up I saw a bunch of these Bomanche Indians

] .
‘ooming toward me, Their canteens were rattling as they

galloped. I fell down in the timber end hid. hey
passed by without seeing me. When they were out ol
sight, I decided 1'd better get back to the wagon. Aas

I approached I saw this bunch of Indians sitting in a

drole around our ceamp waiting to lave coffee served to

them. Freighters always gave them what hey asksd for

80 they wouldn't steal their oxen nor harm t:em as they
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drove through their reservation. ZEFach night when they
camped they would turn the oxen loose to graze. There
was always a pony tied to the chuck wagon which they
used to rgund up the cattle the next morni;g when they
got Teady to travel on. Therewas oftema—tretnof- - —  _
wagons consisting of two freigﬁt wagons and the chuek
wagon all fastened together and pulled by eight yoke of
pa

oxen. Ten miles a day was about as Tar as they could

travel. . .
; o

“
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I well remamber the Chisholm ~reil. [t was s =

plain as the highways aré tod ay.

-,

[t was about one
hundred yards wide and the ettle trails were cut into

3 , .
ditches., It croésed led River east of Ryan at Hinggold,

Texas. It followed what is now Highway 81 and the

&

Rock Island Railroad, east of Marlow and Duncan gag}

-
(S

of Chickasha, going on ﬁorth without & turn, running
west of Perry amd straight into Xansas., Ihis was the
only cattle tfail across Oklahoma from Texas into-
Kansas at that time. It was laid out by ..r. “hisholm,
a Texas ocowman. |
I married Mittie Monroe in Texas in 1898, and we

have four children. Ve retumnedato vadill in a covered
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wegon, and we lived there until four years &ago when we
moved to-Sulphur. I engaged in the stone business,
both monuments and building stones.
I was abpointed by Governor Haskell as'a member
of the eleaction board to hold the ~ounty election in
‘\ﬁﬁﬁ\%eunty\,\f@e\n Durent was made the county seat,

R

Blue, Durant, and Benningfc?ﬁ‘ were the contestants,

4
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