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Interview with Dora Cowart
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Investigator ~ W. T. Hclland
Indian-Pioneer Hiatory, 3-149
November 16, 1937

My father, Edward Dearmore, was a natfve of
efore the

7

Barnett of

,Tbnﬂeaaeg. He came west, to Arkaqsaa,
Civil War. He was mairied 4o Elizabe
Prenklin County, Arkansas where I was borm, in 1866.

. In 1884 I was married to John Suttle and immediate-
1y thoroartor we moved over into the Territory. We
ceme %o Spiro, in 1884, and rented 1and from Tom _
Enworth. chpqtau Indian. We paid him part of the
6érop, or aharé-croppud with him. ,We paid onegthird“7

" of the corn gnq one-fourth of theipottoﬁ we raised.

Our:tirat-ﬂomo was a 1log houusc twelve by fourteen
teet in size. |This house was only f&ve,logs high
and tho\roor wal of boarda and ainco nails uero scarce,
tpo boa s waro lajd end held on by poles, ¥Ws had

% stick d.o chimnoy and a dirt floor.

\ .
L

I di%%all my cooking on the fireplace for yearat

1 had a Dujch van. some akillots and a toa kettle.

s lived 4 oFtably even though we lived in a shack.’
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I bought wool in the fleccsd and made r0lls and spun

throad "from thet on a spinniug wheel and knitted
our stoskings and sockg. %e could buy calico and

domestic from our coﬁntry gtore.

In our rent;l contract. ve were given one acre

of old lend %o cultivate for every acre of new ground

wve cleared. So my husband worked hard in the winter

S ,
clearing land and the first year he cut enough logs

to build a better house,

7 This house was sbout 14 x 16 feet in size and

hed & board réof made from boards rived by my hus-

-

band.

" We had a floor in this house but it was of rough

lumber. | The chimneyﬁhaé of stick and ¢lay construce

tion.

We did not havg any openings in our housse except

L]

the one door which was kept open moat every day, in
order for us to bave light. K
" ‘Twenty acres of land constituted a orop in that

commpn{%y, which was planted mostly in cotton, and

the balance in corn, Qur land was near the Arkansas

River on the south side and was fertils land.
.'4' !
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_ These hogs wers really wild, too. They

in the Fall of the yo;r. as thers was plenty
of timbeR in the river bottom and in the ¥all, plenty
of mast, ;K}ch consisted of acorns snd hickory nuts.
This "hog cfaim" cost ff°m .30¢ to $1.00 per year.
b Hunting these hogs was an interesting and excit~
ing experience as they had %o be shot. The men would
"~ get their guns ang their hounds, mount their horses
and the hunt waéwon. ’ It was $09 dangerous to hunt
theae_iild hoés on foot, as the hogs were ferocious -
and it was too dangerous %o hnnf them any way dbut on
horaobqgg. These hggs were fat 1n.thc Fall and the
meat was ;all flavored. -
#e did not have any aschools in that section.
¥e farely,qver had'any preachiné. The Indians
hadliéligfohetqérvfdeiVo&&aiidhﬁII?Wbuf'i@ never
'hattendod\thesé services. We weTs s0 far from any
: poet;office‘that we_rarely ever w¥ote sny 1§tters,

>

, \ V ‘
or received auy and.a newspaper was a thing almost’ \

) \ . \
unknown to us. About the only books we had, was the
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Bible. We were busy all the tife end d1d mot thin
:éf being ionaaoma. ﬁoﬁdfd not havo.many white .
noighbora. 8o we did not viqtt much. The Indian
wgro friendly though and were good neighbora, in
every senss of the word, | \

| Fort&nateiy. we™ were in:gqod health.,éo weldhd
nct need a do;tor. If we hadfit would have bPQﬁ;harq

'to get one as they were few and far between. We| .

- used home rompdieé :g; any mild sickness snd oper tio%
were almost unknowd in £hoae déys. el ,“

| We raised a large Iamilﬁxénd with all we énjxyod
our lives and ﬁiq Aot/considef our circu@étanoes as
" hardehips, as we~{ivéd abgut'aa odr_p;iéhbqrs lived.
= wé'inade the best of the mate;‘ial at-hand and
' went on snjoying life and ralsing our ramilies. which ‘

were uhually large ones. N
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