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- was born in Virginisa,
| {

x
- responced with my father from Wichita, Kunsas and knew about

' where they wefe located in Oklahoma zy the : gzl ' ZZL@
~anlostd

i

%)
by myself. Vhile on the f$rain I met two young fellows who '464
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| SIOGRAPHY OF: Guy Cox,
< Oklahome City, Okla.

| .
o bORN: August 9, 1872
'_; Jefferson Co.,-Kansas

‘PARENTS: Father came from Indians
‘ Mother came from Jowa
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i, Guy Cox, was born in Kagsas in 1872 near ‘rongonoxie,
on a farm that my father had homesteaded. Father came to Kené

sas iP 1858. Grandfather was born in Kentucky and Grandmother

% bega? work in a grocery store at Whchite when a boy
and sgved a llttle money. My father and my brother came {0
Oklahoma bef&re 1889 and worked on & ranch 27 miles north-

west of Purc%ll, near Kewcastle, called Peery Ranch. I cor-

I came to Oklahomes when the

opened but was 1;oo%£,’,,&‘<

young to thke up a homestead. I came in on the fanta Fe train

-had considerable baggage'witﬁ them, They were coming to

“Guthrie to open a cafe, When we landed in vuthrie it was

hot and dry. My two acquaintances, whose names 1 cannot re-
menber, staked some lots a few minutes after arriving and

besan puttiﬂé up a tent. They sent‘me after a bucket of water,
so 1 went down to the railroad where the engineer was £illing
the tinder with water. I said to the engineer, "Would you

please give me a bucket of water?" He did. The people crowd-
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ed around me begging for a drink of water, offering a dime

[}

for one drink. I could not take money for water. I had
never ﬁeard of such a thing. In a few minuted the whole
bucket of water was gone. The engineer was not quite through
£111ing the timder, so L asked him for enother bucket of wa-
ter. <this time when he gave it to me 1 carried it on up to
thé tent. ‘The water surely tasted good, as 1 was extremely
thirsty. )

I stayed with those boys that Tirst night. <here were
several thousand peoble there, hé slept on the ground in
the tent. ‘he next day I went by train to Purcell, Okla. and
stayed in a rooming-house there, sleeping on & Ted made down
on the floor. I paid fifty cents for the bed where I shared
the room with several other people. I had Tifty doilars with
me that I had sa§ed from working in the grocerv store in Kan-
sas, At thé rooming-house i inquired for the Peery Randh and
/having been directed, I hired a negro from a li%ery stable
to teke me out there. whe ride cost me Tive dollars,

I wg;ked up to the ranch hou?e and askedithe lady if
thﬁs‘was the Peery nranch. =he sagd, "“Yes, it ié, and you
are uu& Cox." <She knew me ?fcause ny rather and brotiier had
telxed abcut me. I found my fathef and brother and they had
both staked one hundreq and sixty acres apiéce, across the
river from the-Peery Ranch.

After a few days we went over to our cleim and dug a
cellar and built a small house above it, meking & nice two-

Story house. My father went over to the Johnson ranch nesar

- and got some w;}d horses that he used a year for breaking

[P
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ground. My father went to (klahoma City and bought a wgéﬂi
and breaking plows from Petee's Hardware Co. on terms. ‘rhey
broke the sod and planted Llack-eyed Peas and put up a quan-
%1ty of prairie hay. iy father bought one hundred and fifty
head of yearling cattle from Mr. Johnson that same vear.

Some of the settlers put up sod houses. unveryone im the
neighborhood was very frieddly. I aftended to many dances in
those sod houses, dancing all night and going home the neit
norning at sun-rise.. If some of the boys who came to the dance
were unable to pay twenty-five cpnts, the usual fec charged for
the evening, some of the others would cive them a tickey so
that they could dance.,

I also attended the Ri Cody Indian dances. Several of my
boy friénds and I went to Pi Codv's dance one night. ‘‘hey were
dencing in the open., the Indians were friendly to us. There
was a white men who was druﬁk there at the dance. - the Indiams
were doing a ghost dence, so this white man gét a sheet around
nis head and joined in the éanqe, dancing-in & circle, until,
finally” the Indians \discovered hih there and they gave him a
~kick and put him out pf the cirele.

+hen the country}opened around Orla;do ny brother ana some
friends madée & run there &nd took up somne town lots, which they
sold et & profit of seventy-five dollars profit before they had
.filed on them. I steked a lot too, but a fellow came along’and
said,."Here, young fellow, you‘can}t file on this land, you are

'not old enough.” I replied,*Come on, end take it if you want

it, I was just staking it for fun."”

’
.-

Then the Perry country wss opened, 1 was fwenty-one, so
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I staked a claim near Perry., I rode in there on horse-back,
lost ny éanteen of water on the way. .y father anc a friend \
made a run for town lots in Perry wihere L was to meet thew la-
ter, After filinw my claim, I rode into Perry where |{ fqund
them. In the run for town lots they met a wave of people com-
inz in Trom two directions end the dust was so thick they co
hardly see where they were éoing. A woman‘%és aragz~-ed by her
running horse and ny fatlher's friend started to shcot the horse
to save the woman, but because of the dust and the crowd of
people he was afrail to shoot. i ngver round out whether tle .
woren was kKilled, or vwhetier her foot finally slipped from the
stirrup of the saddle and she escaped,

I made the run in vrecumseh, too, for town lots and stelked
cen clley thet I‘sold for seventy-five dollars. The man who
bought it discovered later thet he did not get anything exeepi
an alley. | .

lx. Roundtree, & famous roper anc rider, fell from his

-

horse in the Orlando run and Lrocke his neck and died insteantly,

I moved leter, to Cklehoma Cit:r, where I heve lived since.

mITTOTNT
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HISTORICAL COLLZCTICI! OWN&D BY lir. Guy Cox
28 Northeast 7th Street
Cklz homa City, Cklshoma

AT AR AN T RHHA N RN A IR A KR K 00 H e K
Fictures. h - -
Ten pictures and pemphlets with pictures of early Cklshoma
City and names of settlers. »ll pictures sre 10" x 12" in frames
‘end large wafi pictg}es. faintihé by his aau-hter now decessed.

Fainting of large picture of lIndia~s shooting arrow aflame

and torch fire from mountain., neceived from .vsaington.

v -

Collection is kept at 28 Northeast 7th Btreet, Uklzhoma
City, Cklehoma. Storage placs in good condit}on. Collection in szood
condition. |

Cvmer inteﬁds to keep these rictures. rerhaps would later

turn to Historical Society after he is sone, but not now.

» " . hg .
in Indian schools and he received

i

Lr. Cox's daughter taug

pert of these from deceasgd daughter,
v ( .

Qr.(ﬁox/ﬁés two pictures on t@e well, in frames, that a;e

vil veirted by hisdaughter, ofindian équaw and Indian main. -
¥, Cox has pietures of Cklshoma &s follows: .
:Santa e street taken in )1589.

Cklshora City teacners taken in 1894,

PP

. »8in street taken in 1889, showin., bunch of oxen in middle of

strest.

. lictures of first and second nost ofrices of Cklahoma City.

Both log sheds apparsntly about 10' x8' and flat roof.
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liré. Cox has a phamplet of Uity called "First Families of |

© Oklehoma" in 1893. &nd name of 1irst fanilies and pictures of Cklahome City.
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