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Field W‘J;[‘k'%l"ﬂ name Amelie F,-Harrias

This report mnde on (date)- - April 4, 1038,

»

1. rame _ ' Robert L. Cox

——

2. Post Nffice Address Oklahoma City.

3. Residence uddraess (or location) 1110 Petroleum Building.

4.  DATZ OF¥ IRT: *.nth July Day 11 Year 1907

5. Flace ~f virth . Duncan

5. ame of Father J« D. Cox Place of birt, Louisisna
Other ibfqrmm,in P ot fathor Moved to Oklahome in 1900,

4

7. Name »f " .ther Bottio~§:_99§“~__ Place of birth
»
Other informasinu abut mother

-~ .

Uotes or complete narrative by tie 1’'iold n-rker dealingswith the
life and story »¢ tl..e perc~n interviemed. Refer to lianual for
suggested subjeets und nuestions. Zontinue on blank sheets if
necegsary and attech firmiy to this form. Number of sheets
attached ’ Ce
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an Interview with Robert L. Cox, Oklahoma City.
By - Amelia F, Harris, Journalist. .
April 4, 1938.

§
I trace my Indian blood from my mother's side. Her

grandfather was presumed to be over one-half blood Cherokee
HBer grandfdther's folks lived in Kentucky but in 1832 ell
vere not in harmony because on differences of opinion on

the removal question. Although Mother's grandparents wers "
very comfortably fixed in land, stock and n good homse

they decided to come to the Indian Territary. In the Sum-
mer of 1835 they equipped a covered wagon vith complete camp-
ﬁg outfit and a good team of mules to 4drive and -atartod for
the Indian Territory. They were on the road about five weeks,
finslly ruohiug}rahhquah in September, 1835. Land was plen-
tiful and Gmat-grtnd\father took up 100 scres of lané, built
& log house near a spring of water and remained in the Cher-
okee Nation for two years.

My grest-grandmother decame despondent over the hard-
ships they had $o0 endure and prevajiled upon her husband to
return to their home at Wickliffs, Kontucky,;x‘uq}’tbe. mouth
of the Ohto River, which he finally agresd to do. They

returned to Kentucky with the ssme wagon and team that they
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started with two years provioé;. They returned to their
home place which they still owned eand remained until after

the Civil War.
My great-grandfather was a Colonel in the United
States Army during the originel Mexican War. After the
¥ar he was appointed Governor of Oregon by the President
in appreciation of his sarvices.
Nother's people moved to Texas later, near Ringgold,
Texag. PFather and Mother were marriéd in this little .
town. Father hed established a lumber yard in Ringgold
-and one in Terrace, Texas in 1500. Later, he moved the
~ lumber yard, together with his family, from Terrace, Texaas,
to Comanche, Oklahoma. This was before there was a rail-
road across the country to Lawton and !ﬁth;r freighted lum-
ber from Comanche to Zawton bqfofe and efto? the drawing.
He had & very thriving dbusiness from 1900 to 1905.
Father registered for a homestead at Lawton. His
. number was #1313, the last{ number that drew land was 1300.
In the Fall at Comenche we had & County Fair which
was very intsresting 1n'gmny'wayn. It was called the

Comanche Carnival. The Comanche Indians came three or
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four days in advance of the osrnival, pitched their htontn
and stayed until the ou'niv;i was over. Gero'nimo was with
them every yesr during tﬁou gat'horinga. There was always
] trnnlin/g photographer and we bought ;overal pictures of
Geroaimo in different poses from the photographer. These
Indian; always had a bunch of dogs with them which they
sometimes killed and ate, but they usually broughttgricd
meat, flour anq othai groucerios and co;:kod over a ocampfire.
The women dressed in bdright colors with lots of bo;ds and
ribbons and bright colored blaunkets. The men usually wore
their native costumes. Their hair hung in two braids and
was tied with bright colored yarn. Ooccasionally some of ‘
the younger men would have on civilian pants and bright
© colored blankets. The Indians always had a big dance at
night, they danced to the tune of the tom-tom and they \
made noise with their mouth, |

The eastern part of Comanche County im thc; hills
was inhahited by a very tough class of people who just
drifted in from anywhere. Thers were no railrcads over

there. It was quite a rendezevous for bdad people.

The.Chisholm Trail passed about eight miles east



COX, ROBERT L. INTERVIEW #10414

of Duncan. Some Chisholm families who live around Duno
claim that this trail was named for them.

There was a controversy betwsen Comenchs and Duncan
over the locatiom of the County Seat. After Duncan won ‘
Father moved his lumber yard there and we childrem all
graduated from high school there. After I finished high
school I went to f(onpor College, Boonville, Missouri,
for ous year then I went to Oklahoma University for five
yesrs receiving an A. B. degree in 1929 and a Law Degree
in 1531.

Before practiocing law I went to Wewoka to close
out & vankrupt stock of General Merchandise. The firm
hed @ large oredit business with the Seminole Indians.
Thess. Indians were very illiterate and many wore got
even named. They were known as Seminole Indian No. 1
or some other number or Big Nose Jim. The mocount wauld
be oharged to some description of the Indian. I had a
hard time determining who was who.

In June, 1981, I married and moved to Ok¥ahoma City

and established a law business and have continusd ny law
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practice ever sincs. My inoplo came to Oklshoma too late
to establish their rights as Indien oitizens. 211'records
of their degree of Indiam blood wers destroyed when the Court- | .
house buraed at Wickliffe, Konltuoky.‘ We knew we wers In-

dians but coulda't prove it.



