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1. Name __Mjltom Cope, _ _ _ _ ___ ___§

2+ . Post Office Aadrozc wBlackwell, Oklahoma

.
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3.  Residence addresc (~r l~ua%inn) 424 West College Avenue

4. DATE CF BIRTH: Month July Dey _2l,  Year 1865

5.. Place af birtl Jergey County, Illinois
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6. Neme of Father Joseph Cope Place of dirth Illin?is
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7. Name of Hotlor _Flizabeth Davis GQPQ.Place »tf birth Tennessee
- * 4 .
Qther informasion about mother
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Notes or complete narra*iva by the field worker dealing with the -
life and story of tnc pers-n interview=d. Refer to Jdanual fer
_spggested subjects and quéstions. Continye ~n htlank sheo~ts if
necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached .
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Robert %, Small, Investigator
December 10, 1937,
Interview with Milton Cope
Blackwell, Oklshoma.

I was born in Jeraey County, Illinois, July 21, 18665,
butﬁin 1872 my parentz; moved to Bates County, Lissouri, '
where 1 renginad until the‘O,,ening of the Cherokee vutlet
in 1893. ‘
In the race‘ for claims I atakeﬂ the Southwest Guarter
of Sectdon 22, lownship 28 IQor£h, Renge 1 West. I made the
"™  Rup on a rece horse th;t was 'notod for his many admirable
qualities and especially for his endurance in ml;iné a8 long
run. 1 was ahead of all those near ne 'in %he race but in -
spite of my early éttlement on my claimII was contested

4803 Tather them fight the contest which/was not finencially
able to do, I divided the claim with my contestant and was
his friend and neighbor throughout the years since. This

.do

contestant hds said in later years that I saved him from

starvation. i
A boy was hired to drive s wagon loaded with food and
feed and to follow the race to a cextain point but when 1

>

went to look for the boy he could not be found. I returned
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to my claim and got oats from & fellow claimsnt to feed
my horse and 1 d.i.d without food myself and slept on the
bare earth uth my saddle for & pillow anmd the sky for
a covering. [ bullt a two room box house and a straw
shed fc;r my stock, dugf a well eighteen feet deep with aﬁ
post asuger and in February, 1694, I moved to the claim and
put out some few acres of corn and kaffir,‘neither of which
fiade mach except a little feed for stoek.

I put out twenty acres tc flax in the,;vearlsg:;, which

-

made about shree bushels per acre. 4ll the crops grown 1n
succaeeding years t;\\xaw were practical failures.
In the spring of 1895, a school house was built in
my district which was the first school building in the
eougt;iv rearby, Church and Sunday School was also held in
the achool building. Frior to the building of the school
house, church and Sundey School were held under the shade
of & h.srge elm tr20 on Geor~e Hines' farm on LiSter Creek;
during weather thst was favorsble to out-dcor gatherings.
A sod church hcuse was built by the rLaptist denomi-~

nation about three miles northeast of ny claim, which was

‘md‘ for many years.
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Literary socleties beld their gat..erings in the school
houae as c?;id all other community orgenizstions, including
8 free homes ar@nimtion. i took en active part in all
the fres homes meetings and ;’swtwice elected as @ delegéte
to the State free homss conventious- one time held at
Guthrie and once at El Reno. Almost avery community in the
country held thess .setings advocasting free Lo e¢s for the
people as it had been a custom in the settlement of most
contries thuet people should have their homss free; those
meetings held regularly over the emtire couniry doublless
resulted in the free homes act of the National angreus
a little 1ate::.

I waa e member of tﬁe first jury empanelled in Rey
County; court being held in & big tent at :ier.v’kirk._

I was Justice of the Teace i‘or a nuncer of years in

-

my township and established an enviable record as such.

The Ciunty Attorney complimented me on my record of hendling

all cases in such s menner that n ne were ever brought to
trial in his court.
1 also served three or four years as Township Trustee

and Assessor and fillad many importent places in the civie

- -
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and political life of my cmmmity’dunﬁg‘tha early yecrs.

In the early years so many men had contestants on
the;r claims that when a public gathering of any kind was
held, they all wanted to tell their troubles and relate
their grievances and it was hard’ to overcome that state of
affairs until the contests were settled. After all settle-
ments were made the claimants feit & great relief and to;k
a brighter view of life in every way.

1 was Nagter of the first Grange in ihis part of the
country; they 'bu(ilt @ store and 8 ;ain elevator and had a

L]

post office estabiished at Sumpter. #e had the best Grange

in the country and the Grange buildings ars stiil standing

tOday' — ( .

in one of the early years when the su mer was hot and
dry and crops were doomed to failure. I set out to put tip
all the hay"I couléi get. I swapped work with my ﬁeighbors
to get their help and by working diligently through the
hot, dry summer, I obtained quite a lot of hay. T'he follow-
ing winter when tgeﬁ/;f every kind was scarce 1 would heaul
& load of hay to tlackwell every time I went to town and

I saved my money, depositing it in & bapk. One day the

o6 oy
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- banker aalw;l mo how 1 was ot;taining this money that he
was laying away so regularly while 21l others were hard
prensed for a little money. I explained that I had“work-
ed through the long, hot summer for all the hay 1 could
get and had kept it to sell when feed got scarce.

| I s8till own my original eighty acrss =although 1
now 1ive in the city of Blackwell at 424 Test College

Street.



