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3MALL INDIAM BAND.

Along sbout 191G, e certein band of Morth Xmericen Indiens
belonging to the Kaw 3ribe numbered about two hundred members '
but along about 1870 up to 1873 when they first settled in Okla-
homa they pgmberad méfo then that and wére s very powerful band.
furing the réaming fariqd of the Indians, a ce;tain bend would ——
. run on to snother t?tbe and would pick s f{ght with them. Which~
over side was victorious would adopt the losing tribe into their

I

tribe. - p
: é

I had been with ths Jhawneesn réﬁh 1890 on up untgl Qtlte- |
hood wes declared and als‘o stayed emong the Kews which had de-
cresaed until oﬁly a small band wen left, 7The' decressing of the
small bands of Kaws, as {t was told, happened wﬁen two Shavnes

Ve

braves and hunters“hed gone out to hunt, These two Indian hunt-

ers failed to return %o their cemp end the other tribsl members
organized and went 4{n search of the miassing two., Theas two men

4

vore found by their people btut thecy were doad and seemed to have
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been murdered. Signsfngaf the place véhé:ze the two ;/unters were °
found showed fhat other fndi’e,ne had ‘been around the place. The
Shevnees started out to sgafch for the mystérious Indians a'nd
tracked them down to a settlement of other Indians.
Wher} the Shawnees discove‘red this settlement of Indiafns

they attacked it and wiped out the waOle camp. Some were killed‘

- : o
‘ and some were taken captives, There was a very small band of the
Kaws (which was the tribe in the ;settls-ment attacked by Shmvmees|
that had bsen on a hunting trip that survived %o c;arry on the Kaw
tri:be., %hen the Kaw imntérsand their fami;;es/ returned to their
camp, they found r;one of their people there alive. They faqund
the dead bodies of‘ some of their people while somg¢ of the others
had befan taken awas: as captives. Since that time, the Kaw has |
been the sxﬁallest band in 6klahoma.

Some of the older Kav;s and Shavnees used to tell of the

time when they were mé’king; their various moves about, they
brou_ghjg many Indiax‘l‘ podies with th—en; into the xiew couin*i;ry. Th-eSe
pcties had to ‘be driven in a long line and they took up space n
mile wide. ‘The young men were appointed as drivers and were on
horseback, guarding them and driving them from either side of the >

long line formed by the ponies. In same places where they were

A
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stopped for water, they would drink up the water from the stresms
‘ aAd none wbuld be lefti )

These bands 0f Indimns were satisfied with the new country
and were all the time watching to see that no meroveme;ts or |
any sort of change was ever mede by a;y ons, espécislly the whité_
people. They wanted everything to remsin as they hed first éeeg
1t. Even thé first fence posts that zgre placed‘iy the ground
by the whites was chopped down by the Indians.

- Peter Knight and Yilliam Knight Lreeks were other well-
known Indjans among the*Shawnees since they lived glmost on the
outer edge of the Creek country. :Thé Shawnees were found living
n§i§ what is now‘?aden, Oklahomaiand all along down 1nto the
present Shawnee, cbuntiy.’ Whilé living near éaden they liéed
along %ge Hillaba Creek. The two Kntght brothers were &ls0-
well—known among the Whites so<that they made and entered into
8 contract with some white men cattle owners and lessed them
large-ageas‘to make into pastures. The wbites had stuck posts
all around certain placeéﬂan@‘had'placed the barbed wiTe but
had not ﬂdiied'them to the post. Whén the Shawnees came along
at night they chopped down the JHosts, bundled ug the- wire and/
dropped 1t into a deep creek. . o g .

~
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Such Indians didn't went anyone t6 stick up anythigg
. ﬁ%less.it had already been'tEFre. Their great desire was
to~keep everftﬁimgasit had been given over to them,

I was just a smell boy, when the Crazy Snak; ﬁén chased
me snd esnother boy. They spied us one time vwhen that bunch
was Jjust out wandering around I guess ang}%%%;r the other .
boy and me. The country side was a mass of tangled bushes
and we mansged to run from them and hide aréund from them

E

for a while., It was ih a creek bottom and we seemed to E%X?

an angntage of them in our hiding. They kepfkon tryinéQto’
find s but we were so hid'they finally gave up and we thought
they all had left and came from our hiding place when that had
just been a ruse to get us to come out into the open for just

as soon as we did, guards had been left to watch for us. They
"hollered' to, the others and we were chased again across the |
credk, They would ride across after.ﬁs and we woul@ zig~zag .
back across. ?his\kgpt up until we had sighted a light from

a house. We ran up to {t and began to"holler and scream. The

. Crazy Sneke men left us slone when they saw ua at the house

Ps

and left us, I never did know what they wanted with us,



