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An interviev ¥#¥ith Henry Cooper,
1202 South 4th Street,
' Chickash.a, OMl.ahoma.

My name is Henry L. Cooper I was born March 19,
1884 in the state of Texas und I first cames to the ’
Territory when I was three years old and the first place }
~we landed was at Dibble. Ve lived thers for a short ‘
vhile, and when I was seven years old we lived at a
plage named Ninnekah, This name was given to the place
by the Rock Island Railroad Compsny. Thers was at one
tims a railroqd canp ab Ninnekaix. At that time there -
was no farning around °btinneﬂmh; it was all opsn country
and ronch land.

Mr. George Bealer owned the r'anch east of Ninnékah
" which had thousands of acres of land in it and was covere'd
with native grass which would Xeach hip hiéh on a tall
msn; ..éhere were aiso thousands of head of ea\ttle which
roamed over this ramch. All the work im thds% days con-

sisted of rench work which paid 30,00 per month with

board snd rooin.
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This man Mr. George Bealer now has the ggenc§ for .
Dodge automobiles in Chickasha. -

The old .Chisholm Trail passed about three miles
east of Ninnekah on its way north through *rume and
on into Kansas City end in 1891 sbout the time we landed
at Ninnekah the Rock Icland Railroad Comfiny sés come
pletingh .its road rrop Kansas Ci$y to Fort Wort.h, Texas,
and after this was done, there was no more need for the
old Chisholm Trail.

The- n;ain water surply came from dug wells and springs;
most of these wells were shallow and were left just as
they had been dug;; some of them thou:zh were cased up on
the inside with native stone and almost all of these wells .
had ttro wooden buckets in them. One bucket was kept full
of water rt;ady t0 be dra:ﬁxp to the top at aay time while
the other bucket then would go to ,the bottom of the well
and be filled. ' . @

There was an old one roomed plank house which was .
used for a school and church house, S 7hool generally

lasted three months out of .a year, ' Just once in a -

great while when some preacher would pass throuzh the
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country, " wa would hav; a little preachin~ angaschurch
services ‘bzit thefe never was more than s-bandful of
people .at any time at any of these s;rvicea.

‘ Tho country around Nimnekah is practically prairie
land as far as you can see, With the exce;tion of a few
créoks end draws . V

I have xollowed farminz for several years, tut have
worked for the P.ack Ieland Railroad Company for any

number of yeara and I now live in Chickasha.



