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This report made on (date) September 9, 193

Lone .'<olf, Kiowa County, Oklahoma. .

1. Name .Villiam M. °onway

S. Post Office Address Granite, Greer County, Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (qr location) South of Granite on Highway

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month November Day 25 Year 1866

5. Place of birth • Near Fort oraith, Arkansas.

6. Name of Father «m. wiarion ^pnwey pi a c e of birth Kentucky

' Other information about father Union-Soldier in Civil War

7. Name of Mother Lizzie Louis Cpnway Place of birth Missouri

Other information about mothor V member of a Confederate family.

Father and brother in Confederate r̂n̂ y during the Civil flar.

Notes or complete narrative by the fiel̂ l worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviewed* Reefer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blaink sheets if necessary and
"attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets attached .
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Mr* Wil l ian M. Conaway, of Gran i t e , Gmer
County, Oklehoma, t e l l s t h e s t o r y of h i s
l i f e in Oklahoma s i n c e 1877*
Ethel B» T a c k i t t , In te rv iewer .

4* —

I was boxn near Fort Smith, Arkansas, November B5, 1866.

My Father^William Marion Conaway, was a native of Kentucky

but,. (Same to Arkansas as a young man and lived at Fort Smith,.

where- he served as a water hauler for the United States troops

which were stationed there the f i r s t three years of the

Civil War. After that time he served as a Soldier unti l

the close of the War.

My mother wap Lizzie Louis Conaway, and she End her

people were strong for the Confederacy• Her father and

oldest brother both served with the Confederate* Arnjy.

When I was quite a baby nftr parents moved to Tarrant

County, Texas, and father worlced as a cow»hand on the Taylor

Bench, He also worked on the Wlllowby Panch near Fort Worth*

Jn 1876-,Kathjan Davis, Torn Loop and Mr, Roberts threw

three thousand head of beef catt le together and started them

from the range in Texas to Dod@s. City, Kansas, for shipping

to market* Ky father was one of the cow-hands and Nathan

Davis was foreman. I was ten years old, but I have heard
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father and many of the other cow-boys tell the story and

have had the location pointed out to me*

, They drove the herd of three thousand head of beef

cattle across Bed River Into Old Greer County at Doan's

Crossing, drifting them north at the rate of six or eight

miles per day. This was done by having a man ride ahead

whose duty it was to look out the best route, with water

and grass* This man had the trail looked out several days.

ahead* A cowboy rode at the head of the herd on either

side and kept the leaders, or pointers, moving in the

proper direction, while the other part of the herd was

pushed slowly and quietly along spreading out over as much

a pace as was needed for grazing* At the back of the herd,

where the drags lingered, were several men riding back and

forth quietly and slowly urging all to move onward* Often

when camping time came the drags had only reached the place

where the leaders were that morning*

This herd moved north after crossing Bed River and

continued to do so passing through the mesquite valleys In

which are now located the towns of Hess and Altus in Jackson
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cojunty, erosaing 9falt Fork of Bed River South and a l i t t l e

west of the town of Granite, and-^08»lng between Head • •

Quarter Mountain of the Wichita Range and the present town

of Willow. It was here on this f la t , wiile the herd was

bedded for the night, a most disastrous stampede took

pleoe, one which has been xwoambered by tbe coir-people

through the years and to the present day.

A bend of Camanche Indiana had met the herd and de~

mended that they be given beef for the privilege of .driving

the catt le through the territory* They had been given seme

beef and yet they demanded more* The foreman of the out-fit

refused, and that night the oow-boys standing guard ju*t

before day saw some Indians approaching the herd, The noon

was shining and they could be seen clearly* One of the

nucber dashed into the hard of three thousand sleeping catt

waving and shaking a dry oow-hlde* This made an awful noi*o

and the frightened catt le dashed in eveT^ direction* There

was no way to stop then as they would run over asjy thing

which got In their way* A fight took place betwetn the



QONAVAT, WXLLIiflJ M» INTERVIEW 8483 '

Indians end t h e cowboys and a number o f Indians paid with

their lives for what that band of Indiana did*

The cattle scattered in every direction and it was

three weeks before the cattle could be gathered and started

again on their way to Dodge City, Kansas* Many were found

back in Texas*

VSy mother died, and sihen I was 3Leven years old^in 1877

father moved our family to the Indian Territory, near Page

Crossing, on the Arkansas River, in the present county of

Leflore* Tftis Page Crossing was a ferry boat of an old

raft style and was run by Pil l Page, a Choetaw Indian* It

was located north of the present town of 3piro«

The old stage line between Fort Smith and McAlester

ran near* There was a stop called Skullyrilla and a stage

stand there they changed horses* This was ran by the

Choetaw Indian Chief, Green MoCurtain, at Toll Gap, which

was a road rorked and kept passable through tho Bpunteini *

by Green fitcOartain* The stage wee one of the old style*

high behind and before* with a drivers seat and luggage

rack on top*
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The charge for cross ing t h i s Tol l Gap on that ear ly .

Oklahoma Highway, was twenty- f ive cents per wagon. Jim

Daraeel was the Indian Sher i f f a t that time*

Father bought a l e a s e from Reverend W i l l i s Folsom of

t h e Choetaws and we know him as Unole Wi l l i s Folsom* I

never knew a b e t t e r man o r heard m y preacher «no could

preach, b e t t e r sermons than TJnole Wi l l i s*

We had son* thing l i k e one hundred aore* which we farm-

ed and a l l the f r e e range we wanted a s e l l s tock ran at

large* I f t h e people needed money they got together and

drove In a bunch of hogs which belonged to "anyone who wai t -

.* ed them* I f the hogs were no$ f a t , they were f ed corn

f o r a whileJ but as a general thing they wgre fa t* These

hogs were then taken to Fort Smitfr and s o l d , of ten for

three cents per pound, but i t made no di f ference) i f the

price was low, for i t had not coat anything to r a i s e them ,

and i f they had been fed corn, that had cos t p r a c t i c a l l y

nothisg t o grow*

Wo had l i t t l e , need of money* We l i v e d in a double

hewttf l o g house w i th a shed foam raaning* tho f u l l length*
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The logs ware cut on the place* The roof, floor, doors,

and window shutters where a l l hand hewed*

We also raised cattle, and Ilka a l l the boys of that

time, I worked and rode after them from the time I was

large enough to do so.

I also worked for other cow—men* A white boy who was

good with a horse and rope was always wanted by the cow-men,

especially If he knew the country end the Indiana.

I worked for. the Belt Brothers, LI inA John, or Jack

as we called him; and I remember that one tine they bought

four-hundred beef steers from four to seven years old from

the Widow Travy, a Choctaw Indian who .had a ranch on Culla

Creek. We gathered these steers out of the woods* &eny

of them had never been touched since the day they were

branded and were as wild as rabbits* fte rounded them up

as best we could and placed them in strong log corrals*

Those round-ups were on Sugar Loaf Prairie, southeast

of the present town of Potecu. When the cattle were gath~

evod the Widow Travy refused to allow any of them taken off
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the r^nge u n t i l she received her pay,whicfc. ITES about

$1B»OO per head, and amoui|ting to $7,200,00, a l l t o be psld

in cash* Jack Belt paid h e r , a s he had the money In hla

saddle*pooketa# I t was- in gold* s i l v e r and green-backs*

We drove the four»hundred s t e e r s t o Fort Smith-and so ld

them t o the Neveland Brothers . Hbs Belt Brothers went

back and bougit four-hundred th ree year old s t e e r s from the

Widow Travy and sold than to the Neveland. Brothers ,

I wanted to &> back to Texas and in Ju ly before I was '

fourte«Q in Novaaber,- Fa ther had t o go to For t Smith on

bus iness , so I decided t ha t was a good time to run away*

I had a good horse and sadd le , rope, spur s , blanket and

gpod dot- l ies . I gathered up a l l the cooked food I could

find in the house and enough f l o u r and neat to l a s t four

days . . I had ray pocket knife and t h i r t y cents in change when

I set out for Texas* I rode a l l day following the t r a i l

through the woods, which was called a road, and a t night I

made caap and staked ray horse away fxom the road several

hundred yards for fear Fathe/ would return and find that
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I had started for Texas and wotq(d]come after me} but he did
*

not follow me at- all*

The worst fright I ever had inNny l i fe happened when

I got my down on Boggy Creek. I had ridden down the f i r s t

bank following -fee tarail and had,to ride down the Creek about

a hundred yards before I reached the o roe a ing, and in turn-

ing round a bluff, I ciaae full upon a party of Comanche
\

Indiaas in full War gaito v.ith painted faces and feather

head dress* There was a big bunch of them and I was too

« close to try to get away* I had no fear of the Choetaws,

Chiskasaws, or any of the Bast Side Indiana but I knew

the Comaaohes and the Western Indians were dangerous. I

rod© on and they halted m* One began to say something,

I could not understand and ^another, who seemed to be Chief,

came up and could talk En*gl&3h. He told ms that the Indian

wanted to trade horses with We. t told him I would not

trade my horse, saddle, or Anything ~>lth him» Then hewanted me to get up behind him and rid© down tbe t rai l* I

refused, to do anything• V

Chief asked vshere I kme from and I told him the

U
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truth about my-self and that my Father was leasing

from Uncle Willis Folaom and I was running away to be a

cow-boy in Texas. He said No, Texas bad, better go back

or with thenu He would give m& lots of ponies. I was

a much l i t t l e Cow-boy. He knew Willis Folaom/a much

good iaan*

I was frightened so badly, I thought they would k i l l

me sny minute and take my horse, so when I got a chance I

made a daah to g? on, and' to ray surprise they never bother-

ed me*

When I got to Red River at Denison,-! gave the ferry-

man my pocket^knife to ferry me across to the Texas side.

I went on to the R» P. Raneh, southwest of Fort Worth, Texas,

owned by R« P. Arnold, and they gave rae a job. J«kny of the

cow-boys there were my father*s friends* I raade the t r ip

in five days*

I woiiced for the B. D» outfit and the E# P» out-fi ts

and o&ers who bad ranches on the Texaa side of Red Fiver

and ran their cattle over in the Indian territory*



. 12
C0HAWA7, WILLIAM M* INTEHVIEW 8483

10

At one tine E. P. Taylor sold ten thousand cattle and

three hundred saddle horses to Tall and Zcfos. Willowby, The

cattle were branded E P on the right side and the horses

were branded E P oa the left shoulder.

The Willowby Brothers bought eight thousand t a t t l e

at one U&e from David Davi3, called Cow Davis* These

were branded D D. This brand was well known in Greer county.

I came to Oklahoma in 1877, just sixty years egp, and

since that time there has not a year of ray l i f t passed

that some part of the year has not been spent in O&lahana*

At present I. am operating a tourist camp and f i l l ing station

at Granite, about ten miles east of vnere the stampede

took place in 1876»


