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Field Worker's name Zthel B, Teckitt

This report made on (date) . Septembel 9, 193 7

Lone «#olf, Xiowa County, Okiahbma.

1. Neme 4illiem . Yonwey

¥

8, Post Office Address Grenite, Greer County, OkIahoma.

3. Residence address (Qr loCaticn) south of Grenite on iiighway No.?

4. DATE OF BIRTH: MNonth __ November Day 25  Year 1866
5. Place of birth . Near Fort omith, arkansas. B

¢ A
6. Name of Father VM. grion Conway Place of birth Xenbucky

" Other information about father "Union ‘Soldier in Civil War

7. Neme of Mother Lizzie Louis Conwey ' Place of birth __ Missouri

5

Other infermation about mother lp member of a Confederate fezmily.

Father &nd brother in “onfederste army during the Civil War.

Kotes or complete narrative by the fiela worker daallng with the life
and story of the person interviewed, Refer to Manual faor suggested
subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and
‘attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets attached .

I3




3

'
U P A -

. S .
CONAWAY, WILLIAM M. - . INTERVIEW - glgs

3

Mp, Williem M, Conaway, of Grenite, Grmex

County, Oklehoms, tells the story of :is

1l4fe in Oklahoma since 1877,

Ethel B, Tackitt, Interviewer.
'**#*ﬁﬂ‘;*u*::x*w**uann*t**w*u;‘*u****u*ﬂ;wut**

I was born near Fort Smith, Arkensas, November 20, 1868.
My Father ,Willieam Marion Conaway, was & native of Kentucky
but. came to Arkenses as a young m&n and lived eit Fort Smith,. )
where he served as & water hauler for the United States troops
which were stationed there the first three years of the
Civil War. After that time he served as a Soldier until
the close of the Way.

My mother wa;/ Lizzie Louis Coneway, eand she wnd ﬁer
people were strong for the Confederacy, Her father and l 7
‘ oldest,brothéf both served with the conff@erata‘ Aymy .

When I was quite a baby rny parents mo:red to Terrant
County, Texas, and father worked as a cow~hand on the Taylor
Ran¢h. He also worked on the Willowby Ranch near Fort Worth. |

‘ Jn 1876 ,Naethar Davis, Tom Loop and Mr. Roberts threw
three thousend head of beef cattie together and started them
from the range in Texas to Dodge. City, kanaas, for shipping
to market, My father was one of the cow-hands and Nathan

Davis was foreman, I was ten years old, but I have heard
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father and many of the other cow-boys tell the story'ax‘id
have had the location pointed out to me. ’

. .'I'hey drove the herd of three thoumand head of beef
cattle across Red Riverq i’nto 014 Greer County at Doan's
O:ossg.ng, drif‘_bing the;n north at the rate of six or eight
miles per day\.M This was done by havin: a man ride ahead
whose duty it wes to look out the ‘best route, with water
and grass, This man had th; trail looked out seversl days.
ahead, A cowboy rode at ths head of the herd on eii:ﬁ;er'
sfde and kept the leaders, or pointers, movi;xg in the
proper diredtion, while the othor part of the herd was
pushed slowly and quieti} along‘spreading out over as much
a pace as was needed for grazing. At the back of fh;a hexd,
where the drags lingered, were severél men riding back and
forth quietly and slowly urging all to move onward.s Often
when camping tims came the drags had only reached the place
where the lsaders were that mornix;g. .

This herd moved north after croésing Red River and
continued to do 80 passing through the mesquite valleys in

which are now located the tovns of Hess esnd 'Altus in Jackson
A ,
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coﬁmty. ¢rosaing Salt Fork of B;q River South and a 1little
west of the tom of Granite, and-Passing between Head ' °
Quarter Mountain of the Wichita Range ani the present town
‘of Willow, It was here on this flat, wile the herd was
bedded for the night, a most disastrous st;mpeﬁe to ok
place, one which hes been remambered b;?the cOw=-peo ple
througﬁ the yoars and to the present dgy.

& bend of Comanche Indiens had met the herd and de-
manded that they be given beef for the privilege of driving
the gattle through the territary. They had been given same
beef and yot they demanded more. The rora;an of the out-fit
refused, and that night the cow~boys stanai.ng guar_d just :
before dsy saw some Ing!ians apprcaching the herd, ’I'he moon
was shining and they could be seem clearly., Onme of the
. muzber dathed into the herd of three thousand sleeping cattle{ -
waving and shaking a dryAehow-hide. This made an swful noise
and the frightened cattle dashed in every direction, There
was no way % stop them as they would run over aw thing |
which got 11'n their way, A fight took place between the
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. Indieans end the oovboyu and a numbu' of Imuam pald with
.thozr lives ror vhat that band of Imuana dia.

. The oatt&.e scattered in every direction and it was
three wecks before the cattle conld be gathered and started
aguin on zﬂheir wgy to Dodge City, Kensas. Many were found
back in ';e;aa. o

My mother died, ard vhen I was <even years old ,1n 1877
father moved our family to the Indien Territory, nesr Page
Crosaing, on tl;xe Arlmnaas River, in the present county of
Leflore. THis Page Crossing was a ferry boat of an old
raft st.yl.e and was run by w41l Pa@a, a Choctew Indian, It
was located north .of the present town of Spiro.

The old atage line betwee;x Fort Smith and McAlester
ren near, There was & stop callsd Skullyville axd a stage |
stend whele they changed'homec. This was yun by the
Chootew Indian Chief, Green MoCurtain, at Toll Gap, which
was a road »worked snd kept pasgaable thmugh the momtaim».
by Green McOurtain, The stage waz one of the 0ld style,
high behind and before, with a driver's seat and luggege

rack on top.
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The chargo for croasing this Toll Gap on that early
Oklaboma Highway, wes twenty-five cents per wagon, Jim
Derneal was the Indien Sheriff at thet time.

Father bought a lease from Reverend Willis Folsom of
the:_chnctaws‘and we knew him as Uncle Willi; Folsom, I
never inew a better man or heard my Ireacher who could
preach. better sermons than Unele Willis. |

- - .

Wo had some thing like one hundred aores which we farm~

ed end 211 the free raxge we wanted as sll aYock ran at

7 large. If the veople needed mna_;: they" got together and

drove in a bunsh of hogs which belonged 1';0 '*a;iyone vho wen te

: a4 them. Xf the hogs weres not fat, they were fed corn

fgr . 'htié; but as a gereral thing they were fai. These

hogs were themn teken to Fort Smiitn and sold, often for
three cents per pound, tut it made no difference,if the

price waa low, for it had not cost anytgi%gg to reise them o

and 1if they had been fed corn, that hed coat practically

- M

nafhina to grow, ‘
*  We had 1ittle need -of money. We lived in e Gouble
hewsd log house with a’'shed foom running the full length.
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The logs were cut on the pla&;e. ".‘me rodf, ﬂoér., dobra,
and window shutters where all hand hewed.

¥e 2lso0 raised'cattle, and 1ike all the boys of that
time, I worked and rode after them from the time I was
large emough to do 35.

I also worked for other 0ow -men. A white boy who was
2ood with a horse and rope was alwsys wanted by the cow-men,
espscially if he Icn"ew the country end the Indisna.

I worked for the Belt Brothers, 41 and Johnm, or Jack
as wo called him; and I remember thet oms time they bought
four-hundred beef steers from four to seven years old from
the Widow Travy, a Choctaw Indian who hed & rench on Culla
Creek. Ve gathered these steers out of the woods, Many
of them had never been touched since thé dey they were
branded and were as wild as ¥abbite. Ve rounded them up
as best we oould and placed thew in strong log corrals.
These roundeupsa were on Sugar Loaf Prairie, southeast

. \
of the present town of Potesu. When the cattle were gathe '

)

erod the Widow Travy refused to allow eny of them taken off

2



CONAWAY, WILLIAM M, INTERV IEA 8483

the range until she received her pay,which was ab?ut
418,00 per head, and a‘nwx{ting to $7,200,00, 411 %0 be reid
in cash. Jack Belt paid her as he hed the money in his
saddlee~pockets. It was iu éold’, silver and green-backs,

We drove the four~hundred ateers to Fort Smith-snd sold
then to the Nevelard Brothers. The Belt Brothers went
back and bought foﬁr-hun@_red three year old steers from the
Widow Travy and sold ¥hem to the Neveland Brothers. .

I wantad to & baak to Texas and in July before I wag |
fourtean in Nova;xber; Father had to g t© Fort Smith on
businesa, so I decided that was a good time t© run awsy.

I had a good horse and saddle, rope, apurs, blani&et and
good clothes, I gathered up all the; ;aooked food I could
find in the house and emough flour and meat to last four
days. . I had my pocket knife and thirty cents in change when
I set out for Texas. I rode all day 'gollowing the trail
thaough the wods, which was called a road, and at night 1
made csup and stsksd my horse eway fxom the road several
hundred ysrds for fear Faﬁxax" would retwrn and find that

ES
d 4

’
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not follow me at. all.

The worast frié}zt I ever hed ’;nt g life' ‘bappened when

" I g0t ~ay down oh qu@ Creeke I had ridden down the firat
bank following the trail and had.to ride down the Creek about
a hundred yards beforé I r‘eached the crossing, and in turn-
ing round a bluff, I c;\gne full upon a party of Comanche
Indigns in full War ga%p .ith peinted faces and feathey
head dress. Thers was ; big bunck of them and I was too

- close to try o get aaay\‘y I had no fear of the Chootaws,
Chickasaws, or any of ths East 31de Indiena but I know

the Comgnohes end the Wigstem Indians were dangerous. I
rode on and they halted mpse One began to say gomething,

I coulg not understand and \enother,who seemed to be Chief,
came up and could talk Edgfish. He told me that the Indian
vented to trade horses withime., I f0ld him I would not

© trade my horase, ssddle, or %nything vith him, Then he
wanted ne to get up behind hi‘m and ride d¢own the trail, I
refused. to fdo anything,

The Chief assked where I c¢wue fyom mand I told him the

{u
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truth about my-self and that my Father was leasing land
from Uncle %illis Folsom and I was runnink away to be a

u

cow-boy in Texas. He said No, Tfma bad., bet_;ter go back
or with thez‘n." He would give me lots of ponies. I was
a much little céw-boy._ He Xnew Willis Foleom/ a mch
gobd AN '

I was frightened so badly, I thought they would kill
me\any mi}mte and take my horse, so when I got a chancs I
made a dash to g on, and‘ to my surprise they nevar botiher-
ot ne.

When I got to Red River at Denlson, I gave the ferry-

man my pocket knife to ferry me across to the Texas side.
I went on to the R, ;’. Ranch southwest of F'ort Woxrth, Texas,
owned by R. P. Arnold, and ';r.hey gave me s job. Keany of the
cow-boys there were my t;ather's friendss I made the trlp
in five days.: .

I worked for the D. D, outfit and the K, P, out-fits

and others who had ranches on the Texss side of Red River

snd ran their cattle over in the Indisn Territory.

11
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At one time E, P. Taylor sold ten thousand cattls snd
three htmdred/:a;&le horses 0 Tall and John Willowby, The
catile were branded E P on the right side and the horses
. were branded E P on the left ghoulder.

The Willowby Brothers bought eight thousend eattle
at one time from David Davia, celled Cow Davis, These
were branded D D, This brand was well known in Creer county.

I came to Okla hom; in 1877, just sixty years s, and
aince that time therec hes not g year of my life passed
that some part of the year has z;a.t. been spent in Oklahama,
A% present I em operating e tourist Camp and £illing stat_ion

at Granite, about ton miles east of wnere the stampede

took place in 1876.
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