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Interviewer, / %urice R. ftnderson. o
“August 19, 1937.

Interview M th C. 3. Cookaey,
1Pauls’ Vnlley, Uklehoma.
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Parents s Ce H, Cooksey, lentucky .,
/" bLell rreadlove, ‘entucky.
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I ceme to the Indian Territory in 1897, and settled at

0ld “'ammsville. I leased land from Lr. lemn, f.r wlpm Yr.nns -
ville vwas nsmed.

In the early dsy if amyone put up a 3in or & sammill,
if a short while there would be s little town there. "here
was no‘,railroad at Cl¢ Msanusville and when the rallroad came

through that pert ‘of the country, 1t missed 01d Mrunsville

‘and a new town sprenz up end they -oved the post offiece-

fr<\)n; 0ld X msville %o New llannsville. Lut the name vas sot
changed‘.

I helped haul the first load of lumber from Ardmore
vhen they started to build New E.';-'nnsvill-e..

Iefore the reilrcad was built, I was farmine the land

that the town was built on. .e raised lots of cotton and

corn back in @erritoriel deys, but it wes not worth uuch. ' \
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People tried to raise their living then. There were lots of
wild berries, plums, graveg and lhe women c:nned theec

things for winter, My wife and I were both youny at that

time and she would dry corn and dry grapes sn¢ in the winter
tﬁe there was plenty of zame ;uc-:h as scuirrel. fe men
wuld get together when e big i'reeze came anc go to some creek

'

gnd get enmough fish to last e menth. I had \“a home-made ice-
house and in the winter I :71& £111 it full of ice and put

gawdust over 1t and in this/way I would have ice far into the

summer. -
“'.'a had nu‘ church house et (1¢ ifanpsville, \‘but‘we would

have prayer meeting =% someone's house every weék.

[

There was a log school house there snd this was & school
‘ \

where you paid so much for each child. I had no chifdren st

thét time to go rut I haye given o hog and some‘ainﬁas aﬁyearA

ling to hedp keep. @his scBoel up. \

. \\
"e had no taxes except the five dollsrs a year, which
. . N \\
-we mid to Yive.in the Indien Territory.

iy the time I settled in this country most of the big

4

cat;t‘lemgn hed cut ‘their ranches up into farms end were &'enting

them outs The country around Mamnsville was being settled .
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fast by 1898. I dealt in e few cattle a
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%d hogs and this ‘took
’u

me around over the country quite a bvit and someiimes 1 have

passed by places where thére weére N0 housgs ortents and the
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next weck in goidg over the same route I|would code up on o

geveral log houses or tents and Bometimes half dugouts

cogered with logs and sod. :

I now live in Pauls Valley.
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