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- I was born in Wewoka District, Greei: Nation, now
Okfuskee County, near Okamx\m, August 31, 18768, My father,
Jagk Cook, was born sixteen miles east of Okmulgee near
| Gouneil Hill snd my mother, Sallie Harjfa, was born in the
Wewoka Dissriet, Creek Netion, e

My grandparents oeme from Alabama, up the Missis-
sippi Rﬁer, first ‘settling at N‘evq Orleans, Louisiens, then N
came to Port Smith, Arkanses, and stayed for several years,
Fram this place they came t(; Port Gibam\;. then to the Wewoka
Distriot in 1832 oy 1835, settling near Okemah, Five years
after the establishing of Fort Gibeon, about 1824,. the Creeks
cherolgces and Ohootaws settled the ragioxﬂx arther wegt and
south,

About 1845, after the Seminole Indians had moved to the
Creek sountry, a jealduay arose between the two tribes about
the laws, The Oreeks had already established the laws as
thay _wanted acnording’to the treaty made between the Creeke
end the Govermmnt back in 1832. About August 7, 1856, an
agresment wﬁs reaghed between ;hs two nstions for the Semi-
noles toc establish a government of their own, After this the

Oresks and Seminoles lived ia peage,
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A few of the Oreeks oyned'nggrg\slavea, by whom
most of the lebor was performeds They Iived at ease ahd
thelr wants were easily luppi&ed. \ |

ﬁhen the Civil War bro&e out the Creeks and
Seminoles hesftated about taking sides, but May 14, 1861,
Albert Pike was camﬁissioned %o attash them to tﬁe Con-
federate gause but the creeksfwere divided on that qnosﬁiono
. Albert Pike met the representbtivan of the Choctaws, chickn»
saws, Oreeka and Seminoles at!ﬂurth Fork Town{Bufaula), ‘
On sugust 21, 1861, headed by John Ross, the Cherokees de-
oided to.go South, ' | R

The Pive Oiviliged TrLbes were plaged {n an attitude
of hoatility towerd the Goyersment with which most 'of theg
had lived in pesog for a centﬁry. Same Yook parf in the
War but nqt all of the Indian% were willing to aﬁgage in
‘the eunfliet® Many Creek an%{Chqrokee Indians remained
loyal %o the Union, ewn’thjlgﬁ the Federal Govermment
seemed to hhva abandoned th at the time,
late- in the yeax 1881% about 2,500 Indiens 3athered

undtr thg\cqgmsnd ng Opothle Yahola, their leader, who was

Sreat~great~vnulo.\\They‘were poorly,eq&ipped and had
J
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na/v r been in military training. About November, 1861,

/f,soo other Indien for oes, undex /he' command of

Golonel bouglaa Ooaper, in-search of /Ophcle Yahola, marched
’ Opothle /

up Deep Fork Valley, then turned northward. / Yehola
and his pOOple ware overt&loe{n at the point of ?he Cimazron
R{ ver on the evening/%gvember 19 and a bettle ensued. .
December 9, 1861, a harder fight took plege on Bird Creek

‘after which Opothle Yahole made his way to the Kemees

' 1lines The suffsring gmong the Indians during the Winter

of 1861 - 1862 wes almost indeseribablos They had sban-
doned their farms, immea and stoek, and few of them had

tents or shelter of any kind. Most of them mm scantily
clothed and many were without shoes, Food was sqkrce and

meny died fram exposure in Kansag,

A meeting was ealled at Forth Smith to grant &

.new treaty September 1, 1865, by Anéstreng, a Chogtaw,
x . . N

to renew the trraty with the Indians tNAY Hed been broken.

.Twslve tribes were there, ineluding Creeks and Seminoles,
sent

The information was/out that all Indians who took part

- -withthe South had forfeited their right of aohsi,deration

~or protestion and that thai; pmﬁerﬁy was m}bjeot to

confiscauon, They were aleo told that the} had 7/0 free
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, the negro,aléves and give them full ?1éhts. After thir-
_éeen.dayn, the mseting was ad journed September 21, to
moet in Washington the next year,

The following year, 1886, the Five 01vilized Tribes
ﬁweparéd to send thelr delegates to Weahington for thé
purpose of résumiﬁg'negogiationa."Oreek and'SeminoIe
delegates were to arriQa firat, owing to factional dif-
..ferenoes existing in several tribes, The Seminole Treaty
&was aigned first Marah 2l 1866 and the Creek Treaty on -
June 14, 1866. e .

_Under the Oreek TreBty the Cresks gedsd to the
Untted States the west half ‘of the entire domain of Creek
Jklands, being 250,560 acres for which the Umited Btates -
azreed tg pay 530.00 per acre, amounting‘to $7;516,800. Y
‘ot tﬁls,amoqnt 3206,000.00 was to be paid.in a per capite
'pajment and the remainder was %o ;emain in the United |

_azatea Treasury and draw 1nterest at 5 per cent.

..;gﬁg.About 1889 Nattonal Exedutive offices were estab~

) liehed and necassary laws were enaacted and aﬁ0pted for the
benofit or th creek Ngtion., Samna; Checote was elected

: P;incipal Chiéf tb take office on December Sthe -,
f - kY a , '

"~
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.The Natic.'"n was dijidod into six dlstirtets as \\ -

follows:  Okmilgee, Deep Pork, Wewcks, Fufsuls, Muskogee
 ond Coweta, Jach distriet was to have a judge, prose-
“ cuting sttorney and a company of yghthorsemen, camposed
of a cabﬁin and four members,

The National Executive officers were Prineipal
Chief, Sscomd Chief, Treasurer, Auditor, Superintendent
of Schools and Interpreters Thoré was also the Council
whi ch {ncluded the Houss of Kings snd Houss of X{eriors,
aacﬁ house to have speskers at all m;;atinge in order to
.ake care of business, /

A disagréement BY0osp among the Cresk people;
Oktarharsars Harjo with Isparhechar as gommander on one
aidé and Samuel Cheaste with Pleasant ‘Portsr as commander
on the other nide. This war started December 24, 1882, when
8 bunch of men out seouting cams upon Inpa;'hechar'n oampe.
The two groups fired at eaoh’ other and the Saeduts lost
seven mon,  Parter with 60D men pursued Isparhechar am
his regiment, and wheh the confusion was over Ghief Checote
Tesigned on August 19, 1883‘.'and celled a mesting and put

two men on the ticket far Prineipal Chief,
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My grandfather, Ruben Cook, & white man, owned a tradiné
post at Couneil Hill(now Oklahoms O0ity) at the outbreak
of the Oivil War. Be was very wealthy and wis afraid to
take his money so he duried two nail kegs of money, loaded
$hres wagons with faod end supplies fram the stors and
put the family in one wagon and started south to Texas,
. 1033136 the remainder of his goods'ln the store:
~ Grandfather died while they were in Texas bafore

the Civil War was over sund none of the family knew just
where the Qoney was buried,

After the oloss of the War the family returned
to/ the Wewoka Distriet in the Creek Nation where Fathar
.8erved for many years as Town King.

One acow town was Red Fork, five miles south of
Tulsa.” Cattlemen fram different states came o the
Indian Tarrito;y and bought eatile whigh would be
driven to Red Fark to eross the river,

The old Texas and Kansas Trail was asross the )
160 agres of ;y wife's allotmente I have ridden the -
renge and at one time I helped to drive 50,000 head of

cattle to the Osage countrye The herd was about three

!
.
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miles léné and twelve men drove tham, ten whité men
and two Indlans, |

Wash Pr;ctor and I used to lariat Indian ponies,
One of tha great sports in the early \gays was for the
gowboys to la;'iat and tifa the yearlings and see whe
could be the guickest; this is how the rodeo startedA

One of the oldest Indfau ceremonial grounds is
Tukaba\i;chi, located near Holdenville, This has been
one of the Indian danae grounds’for more than sixty
years, The @slebrations usually lasted about osevan
days, The first dan.cc is called the 014 Dance when
sveryone tak;os parte ‘'The second dance is the ARibbon
Moc in uhich the yourg ladiea and girls ha;e all
aolors of ribbon streamers; this ia the prettiest danee
. of all, )

In the spring the Indians have théir Medi cine
Danee at which time the Indien Doctor gives them medi-
eipe for the liver whigh mekes tham very stok, Next
day they rest, sleep some, play ball,and pn the sesond
day {n tho.oar]’.y ,part of the day they go out into the

4

Corest and kill s deer (now they have to kill squirrels



Ay -they ‘have their Green Corn Dance and Medieine Dance.
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instead)e On the day when the men take their meficine
the women dange and then the women take their mediecine,
The Doator tel}a the men to sit very still snd straight

and not to talk or go to slesp, Bvaryone is so still

you gould hear even & pin drops, The months of the -

stomp denaos sare March, April, May and Jupe, In July

d,
‘vx%'

‘\”*-t‘i‘heég forsfathers ¢laimed they desgended fram

o
Ty

*HSann.  They have a silver sst of dishes] no one seems
t0 know ju;t Row 0ld they are and very few peopls see
them, just the leaders, 4 guard is kept .at the building
day ang night 80 no prowler oan ever go near, Tukabatchi
was the mother of the whole Nation and this is & central
meeting place,

Another ceremonial ground i{s Arbeks, close %0
Tulsa, FWhen the Indians have matched ball games the
best players are picked from the Tukabatchi and Arbekss,

I was a member of the Gouncil of the full dlood
Creek Nation and spokesman for the allctment of the
Indian Territory, I made trips to Washington in the -
interest of the Oreeks and visited with President.:‘\-“ . .

-

“
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Goolidge February 21, 1928, at twslve ofelockst the
White House.

Follci;ing is a 1iat at4 the del:egatea sent to Wash~-
ington: Sam Beal(in Eunglish) Watka Yahola{in Indian)
spokesman? Joe Deer, delegate; Don Cook, interpreter;
John En'ioa, chairman, We spent one month in Washington
trying to get Eastern Oklahasa given baek to the Indiess
?nt failed t0 accomplish what we were sent to0 do,

I a2 planning to0 go $o Mexico {n September to fils for

ny allotment,



