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MONCRIEF, BILL (MRS.] IRTERVIEW o 4189
Thed Sxith Jr.

- Field Worker
¥ay 27, 1987

Interview with Mrs. Bill Monerief,
Chickasha, Oklahome,

My folks and I cams by irein to Ceddo in 1874.
From there we traveled by covered wegun to Pauls Valley,
in ths Chickesaw Nation, where my fether rented & farm
and furmed for three years. H2 raised betwesn farty and
£ifty bushels of corn to the acre and sold it for 15
cents 8 bushel,

Mr, Miller and Mr. Green each had a general
mercantile store in Peuls Valley. Oeorge lLaughlin 4id
" the freichting for both stares from Caddo.
| There were no pshools or churches at Peunle Valley
in 1874 that I remember; but there was a Chickasaw Ine .
dian prescher south ot Pauls Valley named Star,

In 1878 | she Masons sponsored a Fourth of Ju;y
celebration &. Erin Springs, A barbecued-beef dinner
was erfjoyod by all, That night there was a dance at the
home of Frank Murray, near Erin Springs.

In 1877 1 married Bill Moncrief, a quarter-blood

Chootaw Indian, We drove to & place neer Ardmore in a

v
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h;ck and were merried by Judge Boyd, ¥We then made our
homs for some time on the Little Washita River. Ve did
our trading at Erin Springs. The store wes owned by
Doctor Ryan, and ohurch was held in the Masonic Hall,

Qur home was a log house covered with slabs chipe
ped off of logs that hed been sawed inso two short lengths
and then covered gith dirt,

Thgro were 2ll kinds of wild games with the exe
ception of buffalo. We dried lots of beef by cutting
it in strips, and salting it, then putting 1% {n the

sunshine,

(Y]

I have scen thousands 6: Tems Longhorn cattle
eoﬁ» up $he chuliolg Trail, Thoy ususlly crossed the
Washite at whet va3 called Rock Croseing, s&utheast of
Ohickasha, then treiled in @ northerly direction o=
ward Silver City,(now & ghost town) whare they crossed
the Canadian River.-

In 1882 my misband and I moved to a piacs four

miles northwest of where Chiclmshe now is., We crossed
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the river at the Meupin Orossing, nesr Penn Ses,
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; boen over two days since they had besn shaved, !
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then a stors and post offies run by Jacob Descombus,
Meek Smith had one of the largest herds of cattle near
Chickasha, His brand wes called "Iongv. on, ()

I naed. to wash ¢lothes for some of the cowboys
and nearly all of them wore flammel shirts the year
rfzmnd. They also wore hfgh'top boots that reached to
#‘heir knees. HNot many of the cowboys in those days hud
f:a.zors and their whiskers and mustaches wonld grow out

| /&ong. I have soen some of the cowboya et their whiskers
w

/with & amall pair of scissors. They eould cut their
| whiskers so short that they would look like it hedn'
N
Frank Fred had a store north of the Indian Agency
between the Agency end the river, and he was a mighty

fine man. Dr. Bume was the Governmant doctor at Ans=

darko, Colonel P, B. Hunt was the Iniian Agent and Mr,

Slagle was the Government blackswith,.

I have seen the Govermment men isasue cattle to the

Indians for heef purposes. They would call out the Indiers

namo and then turn his beef out, and tis Indian would run

) 1tontalitthwayam ahootitdmam have it dressed

mamlhorttim.
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