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field 'Worker's nerae TbtA Smith

[his report made on (date) 87, 193

1. Naae Mra« BUI Monerltf n«« Una Haupln

2. Post Office Address

Z, Residence address {OT location) J5_

4. DATS OF BIRTH: Month

5. Place of birth

north of Chlcfcagha

Day 17 Year

6. Naine of Father Jolm Hittf U Place of b i r th &»tttolqr

Other informPtion about father

7. Naxe of i -o the r ""* Flace of b i r th Kutttflky

Ot:;er information about
v

Notes or complete narrative by the f ie ld worker dealing with the l i f e a'nd
stor-y of the person interviewed. Refer to' Lanual fo,r suggested subjects
and o,uestions0 Continue on blank sheets if necessary and at tach fixflily t
this f3rr:. Number of* sheets attached ^.
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The* Smite J r .
field Worker

7, 1937

Interriew with to». BUI toaerief,
Chickasha, Oklahoma*

My folks and I came by brain to Caddo in 1874*

there we traveled by covered wogon to Pauls Valley,

in ths Ghickasaw Nation, where ray father rented a farm

and fanned for three years* Hft raised between fcrty and

fifty bushels of corn to the acre and sold i t for 15

cents a bushel*

Mr* UiUsr and Mr* Green each had a general

mercantile store in Pauls Valley. George Laughlin did

the freighting for both stores from Caddo*

There were no oohoolo or churches at Pauls Valley

in 1874 that X remembers but there was a CMckasaw In-

dian preacher south of Pauls Valley named Star*

In 1875 she Masons sponsored a Fourth of July

celebration 6 w Erin Springs* A barbecued-beef dinner

was enjoyed by al l* That night there was a dance at the

home of Frank Murray, near Erin Springs*

In 1877 I narriftd Bill Uoncriet, a quarter-blood

Chootaw Indian* We drove to a place neer Ardioore in a
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hade and ware married by Judge Boyd* We then made our

home for some time on the L i t t l e Waihita River* We did

our trading at Erin Springs* The store woe owned by

Doctor Ryan, and church was held In the Masonic Hall*

Our home was a l o g house covered frith s labs chip*

ped off. of l o g s that had been sawed in to two short lengths

and then covered w .̂th d ir t*

There were a l l kinds of wild game with the ex*

ception of buffalo* We dried l o t s of beef by cut t ing

i t in s tr ips , and salting i t , then putting i t in the

sunshine*

I have seen thousands of Texas Longhorn cattle

eoioe up the Chishoia Trail* Thay usually crossed the

Wsshita at whet *na celled Rook Crossing, southeast of

Ohickasha, then trailed in a northerly direction to*

ward Silver City,(now a ghost town) where they crossed

the Canadian hirer.

In 1882 my husband and I moved to a place four

miles northwest of where Chickaslu now i s* We crossed

the river at the Maupin Crossing, near"?efin See,
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th«n a store and post of f l ee run by Jacob Deseombua*

Ifeek Smith had one of the largest herds of oat t i e near

Chickasha* Ht» brand was called "Lonĝ  0% (CZ5)

I used to wash clothes for aam of the cowboys

and nearly a l l of then wore flannel shirts the year

round* They also wore high top boots that reeehwd to
i

tjheir knees* Hot oany of the eewboya in those days had

rasors and their whiskers and mustaches would grow out

llong* I have soen some of the' cowboy a eat their whiskers
I *

/with a snail pair of scissors* They could cut their

I whiskers so short that they would look l ike i t hadn't

, been OTer two days since they had bean shaved* '
/

' Frank Fred had a store north of .the Indian Agency

between the Agency and the river, and he was a mighty

fine man* OF* Some was the GoTerazaant doctor at Ana-

^darko* Colonel P* B* Hunt was the Indian Agent and Mr.

Sltgle was the Gorornment blacksttSth..

I haTe se«n the Qorernraent asn issue catt le to tbs

Indians for beef purposes* They would cal l out the Indians

nsae and then tars his beef out, and tbs Indian would run

i t out a l i t t l e way and shoot i t down and here i t dressed

in a vary short t int*


