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"Hunting®
From Interviews with
Reubsen Cook, Jemes Scott,
Daniel Barnett, Saber Jackson, :
and #m. Stoddard, all of Okemah, Okla.

]

Hunting was well prepared for in,edvance. Plenty -
«0f bows and arrows were necessary and even the guns were
cieaned, if a man preferred to use the gun. A reed for
calling and attractigg the deer was made. This reed was
short and hollow and when placed between the’palms of the
hands and blowed upon it produced a sound similar to that
of a deer., This same article was used to call or attract
the wild turkey. Some of the hunters were gifted enough
to imitate by mouth the call or sound of either a deer or
the wild turkey. (N\\\\

One man or any aumber of men went hunting. Some join-
ed others and camped for seve;al days.

The favorite(hunting places were along the thickly
wooded Canadian or Deusp Fork Rinrs, less inhabited placss,
ané the wooded and higher hills, |

The turkey or deer possessed a rare cunning and cquld
almost detect the man made sound from the animal sodnd.

Tnese animals and fowls feared the man. Meny times the man

il o

madé call produéed the desi;ad results and game was plentiful. .

A
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If theturkey or deer distinguished the call, these animals
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or fowls knew it was time to speed away. The cgg;g‘gz;éx
made after & long distance had beén covered and no sigi

of the wild turkey or deer wéé-seén.' Oné\@énnaog}?'céll
while probably arother mgn would bé feady‘td shoot if
the call was answered and brought éithér the fufkey or
deer in sight. o

Often a party of hunters on horgfpack would come up-
on a flock of turkeys. In‘this cade, the men would“chase
the turkeys until tired and then when within reach,'the'
men would hit the turkey in the head instantly killing it.

There were plenty of praifie chicéens and grouse, to00,
yet their flight was so great .and sudden that they wefe
killed only when within shooting range. ,The squirrel® was
plentiful as was the rabbit. .

Hunting was the Indian's best sport and the only life

that had ever been known. then game was brought home, the

women and children were happy and crowded around the kill,

, -
but the besé%of all was the game prepared for eating. Every-

body took part then,
The evé@ings and mernings were the ideal time to wait
and kill turkeys. The flapping of their wings indicated

where.’
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The wild game gradually disappeared as the Indian.
[} ‘. * - .

'Terriiowry‘became‘a state and as it begame more populated.
Many new laws were made ané free hgnting was no/ more.,
Reuben Cook saw a-buck and sho't, at it, but missed it.'
gie als‘o saw a turl;ey f'ly across the Canadian River. .These
gre' instances when the; last g;lirqpse of wild game was seen

~

by ﬁhe‘above named, the d;t'e is unknown.

* Daniel Barnett, also, saw a grea: herd of deer -pass‘~

him within shooting remge, but he did not think of killing

them - this was also his last glimpse of deor™in the wild

state, | '
Tm., Stoddard, fifteen miles n'orth of Okemeh, Oklahoma,

saw his last‘deer when he was ouf gathering wood. . He saw

it lying down beside the little stream, but it got ilp and

vanished into the thickets.
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SIOCK BRANDING OF mmprg;m"gd TOWN (TUIRA)

An Intermw with Reuben Cook,

opthlocéo town.
(tul'a) ? milea south bf 0 )

, Okla.
. FIEID woaxm----- lie. Byrd,'
April 22, 19%7 .

“ o

It nas 'alopfg'tha Cenad ian iuver that the Thlopthlaoceo
’ N

tribe {tulwa) settled, the exac% locaticB dr date is not known.

’ / 'Eher\menbers of this tribve +er9 a vatchful and a strong

‘ «
. united group. The trib&owned ‘a vast number of live stock.

|
!

Phe tribe not only omd Iive stock as a whole, but tho in-~
dividual membars ware owners of live stéck and each e mber

thought it his duty to look after his fellow townsman 8 prop-

-~

orty. Y . e

[

'Whene;v;er any stock strayed off or ®as missed, the man
would o’rg.gixize‘ a searching perty to find the missing stock, all,
pn';x;erty' w‘as‘caremlli w‘atched, not only the stagck. ’

It was not difficult for the mmbers of the Thlopthlocco
town (tulwa) to 1dentify their property, because thia tribe
used only one certain brand to merk their sto.ck. Thia brand was
:1;8“ oni;wén stock that belonged to the tribe (tulw;), and the
. individaals, if they 80 desired, brended their perac;hal‘ property

j < v
_'(wirth‘ other brands to distinguish it from the tribal property.

»

This brand was a Bar a?&d Circle,

Thus; /8

. !
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The ariginal branding instrument used then is now in the

boaaeasion of Reuben Cook, seven miles south of{Oke;inh,"

Oklshoma. : o o
The tom~-tom now used by emnd in the poaseséion of the

*

Thlopthlocco town(tulwa} is the one originaiiy brought fygom -

s ; ‘ ¢

Alabema. .
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