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“

An interview betweah Francils ... Conner and Lawrence J.
Hibbs’fieéd worker on earl, Indian Territory History.
I married Rabeccs Duncan in I873 and we livei at

Fairlend near ulami,Okla., until my wife died in ISII. Je

2

reared our family while living here. .y wife was I/8 blood
: L ¥
Sherokee and upon marrying her I was adopted by the C@%rokee

Tribe ana was placed on an efual basis with the Cherokees

A
re

" themsselves and received an equal shure of any funds’or any
CTprivilPessthat-they-enjoyed. There was a law enaiged in”’

1875 which abolishad this act and after thot time é“whgte

murre :
man mxx¥§§§ into tne Cherokee {ribe did not partisipate

in funds or allotmants. aAfter my first wife died I ré-'

\

married and then .noved to .issouri and lived thers two years .
After that 1 moved back t0 this section of “ndian Territory

and have lived here ever since.

X

I was elected to the Cherokee Jouncil in I887 and sarved

in this capacity for t#o years. Jthile a member of the Cherokee
Souncil there wers two colitieal parties; one known as the
Netional, which were the Northerﬁs, and ths Downing, which was

known as the Southsrn.

o e Chief of the Cherokes Tribe at
'Lm: a1l o S e T S e e e . EVNEES

i

~Dennis Bushyhead was th
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that time and t?;zﬁg%%d an élect{gpﬁ%%fgégc%,% gew
shief. Ihe Council was setting at Jahlequah, #hich was
the seat of Goverdment, angd the National party. wouldn't
consent 1o count the voteg, A4s Dennis Bushyhe;q was a hold-~
aver, the Downing party with their new Chief moved into tae
office with their nsw Chief, who was Joe ilaze, and took over
tﬁe'reins of the Governmenl, so tae Nationél party sent a
represeﬁtative to Ft.‘Gibson to,wirg the federal Governmsnt
in Vasnington of tﬁe s%até of affairs. A man was sent here
from fashington to settle tae dispute .and on his arrivai he
called - jodnt session and the votes wsere counted and Joe B
Msze was alected andﬁwas sworn in as the new JShief of the
Cnerokee Tribes. 3efore tiie Government man «-s able to get a
mésving of the joint session he had to threaten to call in tue
Government troops, which asere stationed 2% Ft. Gibson, and take

Oovar the managament of tae Governmemt, but it was all settlad and

botn parties remained friends. Aftar .r. Conner served his

term on 10 gharokee Jouncil, wiich was between I887 andIB89, he

wdas tosn 2lected to th3 3oard of Town Jommissioners and served in
”»

t0is Capacity for thres years.
I would like to relats a little incident that happened back

in the euarly <dsys among the Cherck:e Indians. lhere were some
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Cherckzes who would war ugainst their own peopls und in soms
cases kill tnelr osn tribesmen. ihis incident was u case of .
awn by the nzue of Sam Heir { ne wis 1 salte mun wnd mavriedl s
’&/8 blood Cherokee woman) who lived on Cowskin I'rairie neur
Southwest Jity Lissogri.» In about €82 a bunl of his own tribe
{Cherokse) rode up to 1is front fegce und this fonce had a stils
built zcros. it 2s :Any J:ncas 3id in thot vinme, They called to
aim to cone out-uni there happen2ld to be =notusr white aan there
at the time and they both walked out and walked to this stils and
crossed over it and was standing on the steps on the out side of
the fence ;ni there #was some 1ittls argument ensued und the Indiuns
shot both of tge men as they stood therz unarmed. Of course they féll
to the ground outsile of the yard. After the Indians 3ﬁot them thay
rodé?way leaving the bodies just as they had fallen. Nr. Weir's
Widowkwas s0 frigntaned thet she gutharcl up her children and came
over to our house, &uich was not far distant, und spent the night.
The mnext morning my Sister and I hitched up our team of oxen to
the Wégon and took her back aome. Wnen ®e reached her house we
fogad fhut the hogs had just about eaten the bodies{of the two men. [

I set about dig-ing & hole and aftsr it was finished plééed tha two

bodies in it and buried them thare. Another incident I recall was
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during the Civil war near Ft. Gibson. The Northern Airmy had
about onehundred negroes out harvesting some hay .nd Gen=ral
Stan 8atié learned of this so he crossed the Grand river ;ear
&uskogee/with a Compény of Creek Indians, a Company é%‘Choctaws,

and a Jompa.y of Jherokees and surrounded the .legroes and killed

tham all, v



