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Charline M, Culbertson,

Investigator, .
Merch 9, 1838,

An Interview with s Alice Conway,
A& ?hiekhzaw, Alester, Okla.

I was born at Caddo in the year 1874, My parents
ware John Jackson end Lucy (Adams) Edwards, Father 1s
buried at Caddo wniie Mother 4s buried in MoAlester.

The place whers I was born was located one=fourth of
a mile east of Cadde. The house was 2 two-room mnd log
houge with split out puncheon mor and shutters instesd
of windows and a chink and daudb chimneys

I was nine months;’i:ld when my parents moved from there
so what I know of Oadﬁo I was told later, The only store
there was run by a Mre. Ainsworth. The school and church
wore 1n the same buﬂlg;gng. Nre. Kate Knight wes tcacher.

When Father moved from Caddo we located in Ror*-h =
MeAlester {n a little two_room box house on the east side '
of the MK & T tm&kl.

-

Iather was a United States Marshal. He wes known by

A

all his frienis es ﬂx.nm& Jack™ because of his ability of
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always catohing the bad mem. Other marshals’I remember
were Jobn Kay, Geoyge Shoate, J. J. Meilester and a .
negro of the name of Johnsen., Father captured the men

who xmx;dered Charley' Puéley_. Father carried the warrant
énd this man was captured in the mountains neer Wilburtom.
Fathex was also noted for being an expert aﬁot with his
left hand as well as his right. He was also given much
eredit for capturing Jack Win at Canadian, Father's

fathful horse ves nsmed "Mke", This horse semmed to

_sense danger end would stand on his hind legs at such timdes.

He has saved Pather from being shot many times by his
quickness in action, ‘

- The only busineass houses m McAlester at this time were
s sfore operatod by Jeda m,laster, 8 restaurant operated
by Uncle Bflly Yetes and a blacksmith shop nm by Henry
ingley, The school was southwest of the Meilester store.
It was & 1little white frame building. Services of the
Baptist /::;:halsé held in this bnilding. Frank HRoasg was
the school teacher, The next school I attended was called
Singleton Fennell,. It waa north of the MK &7 tracks,’ Y

also attended one term of school at Caddo where I boardeds

»,
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i Kate Knjghte I was ten years

teacher ther'e .was

of age at this iime. .Y was {n pomsession of my father's

badge and quirt unti) recently when they were destroyed

{n & house Tire, ¥ attended many of the Indian affairs

aince I am one er Chootaw Indian.

Our pringipal Indien foods were Tom Fuller, Tonsy
and cabbag': cooked on an open fire, I have altended the
Indisn pienics. The Indjans would ..eet at some spring -
and /hsld church sexrvices., One of the meetings was hald
at the Godfrey Spring. There wers log cabins in which to
camp. Everyons donated samej&hins to eat anch as beef,
corn and cabbage. Some ceme in/ wagons, some on horseback,

snd some on foots Men had thej§r bows and arrowes Ths

women wore 1ota of beads snd t of different kinas

and they would make lots of noise with bells and Uin pam.

The Choctaw Indians had hig £ish fries on Moss Leke
near Red R{ver, Ths fish caught by hand after the
Ind{ans had msde them drm;i with the shoe satring weed they
put along the water odge. Th;e fish were then fried in

1
b

large waah pots,

“

[



The only ferry I knew of was one on the South Canadian
yA
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I attended the Stamp Dances on Gaines Creek north

of Mcalesters It eould be descrited as a place to

gather and have a good t{mee Some times when b'fhe n-
dians thought trouble wea coming timy would meke their
plens at these meetings, 'Théy would dance in a gtammng
wey around a big fire,then eat end go back and dance séme
mores The vomen wore lots of gloes, 133118, bracelets or
anything they eould make noise u}hﬁ |

At ‘i:he Fire Dances the nyfiaaa had small fires in
different places snd would dance around these. They would -
take; the firat Indien who got drunk out to the‘ side.

The Choctaw ball gemes were played between the beems
of Maalester and Shoate praine; Theﬂgames were rough and
son;eone would alwaya be knocked outs r'Ihew had a regular/
Indian doctor for trese who were knocked out. The doctc;r

-

there was krown es Dre Crow. ,

ver between Canadi{en and Hsmmsh. A }tr. Byrd operated it.

A Mre Tood ren a ferry on Red Piver between South Jackson

and Honey Grove road which was twenty miles from the Red

o

River bridge today.
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* Governor had a spesking st the courthouse 8{1!1 got ¢t
gettled. They bad the speech interpretsd to the

Indisnse The only trail I kuew of wes one from Rorth

McAlester north to the upper eroasing of Gaines Creek, .
which then led te Pawhuska and south tnto Texas mcross / /

the Moffet Croasing on Rad Rivers

Tﬁe Indisn women washed their clothes by’%eati

s v
them on tree stumpe with paddlese :74150 rabbgd
sand over them, Uyes were mede fyom iree hark

, /
Father was gylde for a gx‘on 4: Choctaw/ ndians

/ -
who were tramafgrred fram Misgissippi. Father said thet

meny times % /ey ran out of ood and would go for days

!

before thc/ay’ could Bet/t eir rations.},// These Choctaws

could be tracked b £om Th -
uld be tracked by the blood #o?‘ﬁheir feet, They

¢arriéd meny 11t¥Ye chjldren,




