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Killey
Investigator
April 18, 1938

Inter flew with Mary Morgan
Bryant, Oklahoma

I came to Ardmore in 1889, and my best remembrance

of the t r i p to the Indian Territory was that there had

been a t err ib le cyclone i n Texas and for a long ways

everything was l a i d f l a t * I t hadn*t h i t the Indian

Territory where I went through and I b e l i e v e i t was

nitted entirely.

My fattier had died and my older brother had a good

team of mules that he didn't want to se l l for he needed

them to make a living with and couldn't s e l l them for

at much at he would hare to pay for another team* So we

oajw to Ardmore in a wagon* We ferried the river at

D©niton, Texas, where the Colberts lived* In a later

year, after I was narried, I lived near the Gilberts* My

husband was a foreman and helped build a bridge right

where the ferry had been*

ATdmore In 1889

Ardfflors was a good town in 1^89 as there were ranohea

a l l around i t* Th* Choctaw and Qulf Railroad went through
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It and an enormous number of Indians came there to trade.

Lots of cattle were shipped from there and lota of freight-

Ing was done from there*

Buying a Home

We bought a half of a block of land end two houses

were on it* Be didn't gat the game Hod of deed that we

had had* in Texas but one that was called a "quit claim"

desd* We bought the place fro© a white ma a named Baber

and didn't s e l l It until veers later*

Hotel Business at McAlester-1891

Mother** has 1th got bad and we decided Ardmcre waa

an unhealthy place to l i re so we moved to McAlester and

rented a place in torn* Brother bought another team and

UMd both teams on the streets of McAlester* %e If apt

boarders and roomers* We got $4*00 a week for boarders

and $5.00 a week for room end board* We lived close to

the railroad and kspt the railroad men. Most of them

just ate with us but the de tec tire and baggage -nan

stayed with us a l l the time besides the transients who

just stayed a while* That was ft fair price in those days



506

MQROAB, MARY. INTERVIEW. 13823

as grocer i e s end help were cheap. X had beon used to

negroes i n Texas and not many E l i t e s would work In

kitchens so X hired negroes here* \,'>{•• 3

Saturday a Busy Day

There was more money In MflAlester than in any of.

the surrounding towns. 2here were jus t general, merehan- ."

d i s e s t o r e s i n the smaller towns but McAlester had u p - t o -

date e lo th ing s t o r e s bes ides the other s t o r e s and" people

aam from a l l the smal ler to*ns to do the ir shopping i u s t ~,

as they now go to Tulsa and Oklahoma City t o shop* On*

Saturday night one could hardly walk on the s t r e e t s for

the people from outs ide of town*

We always planned t o do a l o t of work on Saturday.

Lots of pe p i e oamped out but the be t t er c l a s s or the

ones who had aoney would eat a t the hote l*

Cnootaw Stomp Dance

X had a d o s e Indian fr iend who was a Chootaw and

X went to a stoop dance with her* X went more for c u r i o s i -

ty than anything e l s e but X found i t i n t e r e s t i n g * The

meeting had been going on for q u i t e a while when we got
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there* A whole crowd of us west in a ha<sk8 about tilt

seas nuaber of us white aa Indian, A large fire had

been built and a man was giving some medicine to soot

of the others who drank i t by the eupeful* Some of them

wore blankets but others ware ordinary clothing•

When they started to dancing the danoera wore terra-

pin shells about their ankles and they made a terrible

racket* Sons of the white neighbors dano^d with them Just

l ike they were Indians end they danced a l l night* I got

ao tired that I had to go home for I wasn't used to it*

Old tollhouse

I was at MeAlester before the penitentiary was there

but there wae a l i t t l e ja i l on Ohootaw Avenue not far

trm the present courthouse* One day they hanged a oan

in the ja i l just before daylight and I always hated to

go past there after night after that* I thought i t wae

a horrible tiling but they had the hanging law for oar-

tain erlaes*

Wild Gala*

There were a l l kinds of wild gtai about seven miles
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Otttiide of town but none near town* There were turkeys',

dear* pralrla chicken, etc. Wild turkey doesn't taste

like a teat one because they "»t differently. The prairie

chteken vac darker than oar chicken and tasted wild but

not l ike wild duck* There Is no describing It exactly ex-

cept to cay i t was a wild taste . It*s a pity there were

none le f t for our younger ones to sample as that*s the

only way they would reolly understand.


