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Greoe Kelley
Investigator ;

April 18, 1938

Interview with liary Morgan
Bryant, Oklahoma

| I mame %0 Ardmore in 18é9, and my best remembrange
of the trip to the Indlan Territory was that there had
besn a terrible cyelone in Texes and for a long ways
everything was laid flat, It hadn't hit the Indian
Territory where I went through and I believe it was
missed entirely.

My father had i ed and my older brother had a good
team of mules that he didn't want to sell fdr he needed
tham to make a living w th and couldn’t sell them for
as mugch as he would have to pay for ancther team, So we
eame to Axdmore in a wagon, e ferried the river at
Denison, Texas, whers the Colberts lived, In & later
year, after I was married, I lived near the Golberts, My
husband was a foreman and helped build a dbridge right

wiere the ferry had deen,

Avdmore in 1889
Ardmors was a good town {n 1389 as there were ranches

all aro\md.n. The Choctyt and Qulf Railroad wxit through
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it and an enocrmous number of Indians same there to trade,
Lots of catile were shipped from there and lots of freight-

ing was done from thers,

Buying a Home
¥We bought a lnlt( of a bloek of land and two houses
were on {t, We Aidn't get the pame ximd of deed that we
had h‘ad‘in Texas but gne that was called 8 "guit clainm”
deed, We bougﬁt the place from & white man named Baber

and didn'tsell £t until vears later,

[ 4

Hotel Business at MeAlsster-189l1

Mothert's heslth got bad and we deeided Ardmore was
an unhesalthy plese tg live s0 we moved to McAlester and
rented & place in towm, Brother dbought another team and
used both teams on the gtreets of MaAlestar, Ve Xept
boarders and roomers, We got $4,00 a week for boarders
and §5,00 a week for room emd board, We lived close to
the railroad and kept the railroad men. Most of them
Just ate with us but the detestive and Ddaggage man
stayed witl us all the time besides tho~trmie%to who

Just stayed a while, That was & fair priee in those days
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es groeceries aad help were cheap. I had becn used to
negroes in Texas and not many whites would work in

kitohens s0 I hired negraes heres 7.1~ . !

Saturday a Busy Day

There was mare money in MeAlester than in amy of
the murroundinz towns, There were just general merchan-
dise stores in the smaller towns but M&lester'ﬁad up-to-o‘
date elothing stores basides the other stores and“ peOp};o
oams from all the smaller tosns to do their ahc)pping 1ust oy
&8 they now go to Tulsa and (klahoma City to shop. 0:3’
Saturday night one eould hardly walk on the streets for
the people from cutside of towne \,\\'

We alwvays planned 0 do & lot of work on Satw&ﬁir.
Lots of pe ple camped out but the better alass or the

ones who had mmey wo.li eat st the hotel,

X Cnootaw Stomp Dange
I had a eloss Indian friend who was a Choctaw and
I went to & stomp dance with her, I went more for curiocsi-
¢ty than anything else but I found it intaresting.' The

mseting had been going on foar quite a while when we got
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there, 4 whole crowd of us went in a haek; about the
same number of us vhite a3 Indian, A large fire had
been built and a man wes giving some medi ¢l ne to some
of the othere who drank {t by the cupsful, Some of them
wore blankets but others ware ordinary elothing.

When they started t0 dancing the dangers wore terra-
pin shells adbout their ankles and they mmde a terrible
rackety Some of the white nei ~hbors danced with them just
like they were Iniians and they dameed sll nighte I got

so tired that I had t0 20 home for I wasn't used to 1t

014 Jailhouse
I was at Medlester before the penitentiary was there
but there was a little jail on Chootaw Avenue not far
from the present courthouse, One day they hanged s man
in the jail just before daylight snd I always hated to
g0 past there after night after that, I thought {t wae
a horrible thing but they had $he hanglng law for cer-
$ain orimes,
¥i14 Gaite

There were all kinds of wild game about seven miles
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gutside of towm but none near town, There were turkeys,
dear, prairis chicken, ete. Wild turkey doesn't taste
like & tame one berause they est differently, The prairie
chioken was darker than our chicken and tasted wild dut
not like wild ducke There {8 no deseribing it exsetly ex-
gopt to B2y {t was a wild tastee It's & pity there were
nons left for our younger ones to sample as that's the

only way they would resnlly understand,



