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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

. Indlan-Pioneor History Project for Oklahoma ,

CORBBLL, JACK B. INTERVIEW. 1 2 2 0 6 .

Field Workerfs name QharJUda H. H o l t .

This report made on (date) Hovtmbr 19. 1957.

1-. Name ' Jaok B. Cocball.

2. P/>st Office'Address Hominy, Oklnhonw.

3. Residence address (or location)

4, DATE OF BETH: Month ; Day Year 1674.

5. Place of birth

6. Name of Father Htnry H. Corbell. Place of bir th Alabama.

Other information about father Served four years In Civil War.

7. Name of Mother Place of birth

Other information about mothei

Notes or complete narrative by t'he f ield 'worko3?~4&aliiig with the l i fe :..
story of the person intorviewod# RoTer to Manual for suggested subjeci
and questions. Continue on blank shoetn if necessary ^nd attach firmly
this form* Number of sheets attached ____3 •
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Charles H. Ho l t ,
Investigator,
Nov.' 19, 1937. ; .

An-Interview With Jack B. Oorbell,
Hominy, Oklahoma.

Jaok B. Corbell was bore In 1874^ in Arkansas^on a

farm and his parents moved to she Indian Territory, settl ing

near Briartown^in Muskogee County,on a farm.

The trip from Arkansas was made in two covered wagons,

one drawn by a team of horses, and the other by a yoke of

ozan. The trip was made in twelve days. On the way they

camped one night and a man who was running a whiskey s t i l l

near where they carapedjafter getting acquainted with them,

asked the Corbell boys to help him at his s t i l l that night,

which they did, and he gave them a' jug of whiskey for help-

ing him.

In farming near Briartown they raised corn and cotton

as the -principal crops, but at a l l times tried to raise .'

enough vegetables and meats to furnish the family with food.

, Faru implements used were double shovels and small

turning plows.-

The marketing points were Checotah and Webbers Falls.

The second year after the Corbell family arrived in

the Territory there was a bad cyclone which blew away most



402
COBBELL, JACK B. ' INTERVIEW. ' ' 12206.

- 2 -

of the houses in the community. I t only blew the

front poroh off of the Corbell home, but blew a l l of the

shade trees down in the front, yard and the barn and barn

lo t fenoe were blown down^too^and they had nine oalves

in the barn but i t did not hurt any of them. Ths cyclone

blew the barn out of the l o t but the calves were a l l in a

bunch wherfc-the barn had stood when the cyclone was over.

At f i r s t , the children had to go s i x miles t o school

at Briartown, but l a t e r a school was bu i l t in the community

in which the family l i v e d . There were eleven children in

the Corbell family and the father was a school teacher* so

naturally he saw to i t that the children attended school.*.

He teugh.t the school at Briartown unt i l the school was

bui l t in t h e i r community^ then he taught i t .

Jack was married shortly a f t er coming to the Indian

Territory and served in h i s community on the school board

for a number of years .

Bel le Starr, the woman outlaw of those days ;was known

generally in those parts or in the northeastern^ part of

the t e r r i t o r y . She married a man by the najne of Reed and

i t was believed by many people that one of her sons k i l l e d

her to c o l l e c t the reward.
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• "\- Jack Oorbel l l i v e d In Muakogee Oounty u n t i l 1925J

v
.DIOQ vhe mov«(i to Hominy nhere he now r e s i d o s .


