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Ophelia D, Vestal

Investigator : R

Marech 3, 1938

Interview with Bill Connard,
613 Park Avenue, , ~
lawton, Oklahoma,

I came from Johnson County when the opening o}' this
aoantry was in ite very young days. Being & pretty good
stzed boy I remember quits & bit of the condi tions hers.
Where. the cattlox&éé had to ford Cache Oreek was about two
miles south of Lawton, and this became quite a well travel-
ad roed dy eerly people here,

The Indians drew the aytention of  many white pecple,

‘ and me especially, VI wasn't afraid of the Ind{ans and tried
t0 learn their‘ language but I soon found it was & bigger

j;:b than I thoughte I have seen Geronimo ride into town on

his spotted pony bringing his how and arrow, People would

put a nickle on a post snd teli Geronimo to shoot it offa

Most every time he hit the nickle, cmusing {t to fall to

the ground, wpen he d1d knock the nieckle to the ground it T
bel«ong_od to hime I have heard many‘pooph say that Geronimo

was very quiet inm his young days until some troops went mn

in Texas killing his mother, wife and children, and burning

the home, Then he started to killing pesople, remarking he
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had his ninely-ninth sealp and was looking for the one-
hundredth ones But he was good while being held et Fort
8111,

The histary of Signal Mountain given to ma by an
0ld settler was that when the Indjans were hare riding this
ecountry in the bareback daya’bafore they knew of saddles,

:\\\ they were pretty mmch 10 notics and wateh for white peopla.

\A few whits people would be traveling through, but they

\c}\xdr’z't get far because the Indians would scalp thega. In

case the Indians had heard or knew of any troubls over the
\

» colntry, they would hang some kind of & toroh on & limb of ,

a tree in the direation of the trouble, from the 1little
honé\’g they had erecte& on top of the mountain for the
watch\‘?rs to s%ay ing tﬁis mountain being ocalled "Signal
ngunta:i\a." |

\‘lhero is 8 gravel road leading from the old post to
Post Field that 1s known as the 0ld Geronimo Yoads

I Xnaod~tovhave a8 great old Indian friend who lived
south of town a few miles, His name s'aa' Inoy to me. He

said he used to be with Geronimo's tribe but he ran amay

and had lived alone fn the wads for a long time. He hes
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t0ld me lhen'Indians would be goiné through the woods and
see a certain bird or animal they called that trail or road
from the objeat they sﬁw. In case a crow happened to have
been scen, they would merk that spot, road or traj) as "Crow
trail®, ’

One mile south and three milss west of town{Lawton)
tﬁere is a grave of a cowboy in the cornexr of thatgpastureo
I was toid not mény years ago of that grave, a5 I drove
out there to ses {f I could find 1%, I d1d find 1t very
easily, The history of this grave seems %0 be‘that yeaic
ago, before the co&ntr& was ever thought of being settled,
about three hundred head of cattle were being driven
through here to'the Kansas 0ity market, Near this grave
was 8 big spring wher= the cowboys always watered and \yg
rvested the cattle.(As for today there is no ﬁgn of “thia‘
spring) Yhile holding the cattle here some Indians came
up on the boys and killed one, the others getting away.
After the Indians had gone, the cowboys cama‘back and

burf{ed their friend,
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